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T O T HE 
Truly Noble, 
S"[angsmil Lucy, B* 


SIR, 

A'B% the Multitude of Pra&ical 
Divine Treatiſes, are none more 
auzxerons than on the Lord's Supper, 
nor more diverſly handled: Not a 
few well-diſpoſed Perſons yet com- 
plain they areat a loſs, not ſo much 
which to make uſe of, as that they 
know not how to form DireFions in- 
to appoſite Meditations : they ſequeſter 
themſelves, they ft, they ſeem to 
refleF as others ; but know not what 
to ſay in themſelves, to their great diſ-- 
comfgrt and diſcouragement. The 
enſuing Manual is ſo methodically di- 
A.3 geſted: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © 
Sclted for their Aſſiſtance ; and pre- 
lented to your ſelf, not as one that 
veeds it, but the Compoſer a better evi- © 
dence of his great eſteem of a Perſon 
fo conſtant, {0 devout a Communicant, 
fo eminently Charitable; fo rarely Fem- 
per'd, fo truly, Honourable. It it diſ- 
| pleaſe any, I borrow of ſo many to 
diſcharge one great Debt ; methinks 
my Honeſty m awning it may ſatisfie 
their allowing mealſoto make the be 
uſe of theirs I were able; . and if this 
be a bad one, "tisa right hand error”; I 
hope they will not condemn, but pity 
and pardon me, I was no better-ad= 
viſed ; my ambition beirg not to a 
pear in Publick, but to be L- ly 
vſeful, and to let the World know; 


| bow much Ft am 


SIR, 


Your great Admirer, 
and: humble Servant. 


A 


| A 

PREMONITION 
| " TO THE # 
Ltbough the enſuing Treatiſe war 
 defrened to be wſhered into pub- 
lick view, without any other Epittle 
than that Dedicatory, to one, who was 
for no other witneſſes" of his Eminent 
Piety, than thoſe two, which are more 
than ter thouſand; God, and Conſci- 
| ENCE2\ yet it 5s found requiſite to adver- 
tife thoſe who are wil ling to make uſe oft. 
--'T. As to that part of Preparation, 
which reſpeFs Humiliation for lin,at- 
ter enough for which every one may find 
there, by examinmos his manifold 
breaches of the Law and Golpel ; yet 
the Communicant in ar eſpecial man-- 
ner is to refle# upon, and to be deeply 
humbled for his own Inquities, and 
articular Failings ſrce the foregoing, 
ommunion : . but 10 exaF' Exaniple' 
could be given of what himſelf 1s only: 
conſcious. A 4 2. For- 


A Premonition, &*e. , 
2. For Prayers the Week before, and 
Morning ofthe Communion, they relate 
(for memory ſake.) to the requiſte Gra- 
ces,and Ends, in going tothe Ordinance. 
2. More matter is provided than'T 
doubt will be ſpent at the time of Recei- 
ving ix this Frozen Age, fo deviated 
from the Primitive, when all Chriſtians 
fill partook of that one Cup ; "yet thoſe 
that (notwithſtanding all endeavours) 
have Memories ſo unfaithful, as they 
dare not truſt, may ( for onght I know) 
by Book make uſe of ſo much of that they 
Judge moſt pertinent,as the ſpaces betweers 
joining with the Minter will permit.. 

4. A Prayer before, and another af- 
ter the Sacrament, with more particu- 
lar Dire#:0ns and Meditations for the 
time of Receiving, 1s added in this Edi- 
tion, to ſatisfie thoſe who thought them 
wanting (though the Author did not } 
7 the firkt. + 

5. 1f any thing be judged unſuitable, 
becauſe not uſual, there is matter enough 
beſides : They are left to their Liberty, 


that ere not of my mind. 
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Frequeyt Celebration; 


O this in remembrance of me. ] 

Is not only a Permiſſzon, but 

- an Tnjundion ; "tis our Duty, 

as well as our Berefit to recerve Cri I 
{o not to receive hin, 1s both our fin 
and mſery. 'Tis more than a bare com-- 
mand, a' charge of a dying Feftator, and 
Suviour; As the; benefit 15 of infinite 
»terit;''fo ſhould the acknowledgment 
be an” Eternal” wemorial; His death: 
fhould always ve in our hearts; and* 
we be fo careful in doing this, that. 
when he comes again, he may find us 
fo doing. Doth he not now thus be- 
fpeak us? - Can the King of Kings 
take it kindly at your hands, whetr. 
he hath furniſhed his ' Table, ſent 
forth: 


- 


2 Frequent Celeboatiorr.. 
forth his Servants, ſaying, behold I 
have prepared »y upper, come, eat 
of my Bread, and drink of my Wine 
which I have mingled, all things are 
rcady, . come unto the Marriage ; ane 
you make light of it, (ſo mean are 
your thoughts of his fare, and com- 
pany) ordefire to be excuſed, becauſe 
- You are ot dreſſed, when indeed you. 
never wentabout to make youready ? 
Do you not provoke him to-leave 
you, to let you. go. forrowing to 
your Graves? to ſay, .Noxe of thoſe 
that were bidden (though they ſee the 
plenty.) ſhalt feſt (the. ſweetneſs, 
fatneſs, goodnels) of my Supper? was. 
there ever azy fo dear, fo precious > 
coſt zt not the Maſter of it his own 
life to make zt 2 1f ;out of kindneſs. 
you invite a. poor-man to. the beſt 
that can be bad, and he ſaweily, un- 
gratefully find fault with your Meat x 
and ask you, why you troubled hinr 
to come to ſo poor: Proyifienz or: 
fend word you haye nothing worth 
coming for, he can provide for him- 
&If, bath. better at home, and bet- 
ter 


Frequent Celebzation, 3 


ter w__p_ would. yau think he 
deſerved another invitation 2, Tis a 
lign: you value not, you light Com- 
m#union with me: If, you: me, 
you would ſtill be ſeeing, looking up- 
on, deſiring to be-with me; where x 
am wont to walk, to ET 
to: ſit at my Table, to ſup with my 
Diſciples,” and riever be at reſt with- 
out -a renewed Senſe of my love 
unto you: Jon are They I Live 
and Dre for, for whom I do and 
ſuffer ſo much, of whom I wilt 
always. think. upon, Mm whoſe 
thoughts. I_loye to live; and be+ 
cauſe my departure is at hand; and 
E muft go away from you, #h:s me- 
worial | leave with you, to put you. 
always in remembrance z ; whem you 
ſee +:4, think of me, who in: the 
very neht 1 was Betrayed.,, when 
taking that dolefut farewel of an 
ungratefuF World, was fo: mindfut 
of your good and comfort, to arm, 
eſtabliſh, | and refreſh: you 3] and wilt 
you negle, dileſteem; .contemn it ? 
Doth: not the bexefit of wy Paſſion 
| without 


4 Frequent Celebzatior; 
without /zavr deſert, plead for the 
conſtant meditation 'of * without 
your ſcandal '? The frequent, faith- 
ful remembrance of what T did” 
and ſuffered for you, is my chief 
requeſt,” and | your. only 'requital , 
and yet dv you: diftaſte', * what''T 
embraced ? ' and endure: ' not to 
think” of what Þ refuſed not to en- 
dure ? Loath you the Cup of Sal- 
vation ,| that coſt me a Cup of Aſto- 
niſbnrent ? Have FE left the Glory 
of my Father, tobe cloathed with, 
and” dwell in Fleſh 2 Led a Life 
of \Snffering.; undergone a ſhame-' 
fat; pamful:, accurfed death, roſe: 
again, 'aſcende, prepared Man- 
ſions ;  taken.' poſſeſlion” for you , 
where I 'plead ' your Cauſe, ' and 
from | wh pa F _—_— \ *+ 
z to ablolve .you'before, all * 
Weng. and with whom you ſhall 
be for- ever ?: Have T' given ſuch- 
coftly Evyidences- of 'my /ove:untoy 
Jou;” and: love; you not to'do!tbis in 
remembrance-ofi me £ 7391291 LUOY 


__ 


Do] 


Frequent Celebiation, . 8Þþ 

Do.) But for thee (dear Saviour) 
T had:þbeen for ever undone ; for thee 
then; "and" for thy fake, what is it 
that F ſhould ' not do # - Thy deſires + 
are my Jnjun#ions : There is Au- 
thority enough in thy tove to do thy 
pleaſure, Since #hox wouldſt 'have 
n0-n4ture but "wine, 1 will have: zo+ 
__— gs e _ when once: 
| | command, upon | 
oltigation'þ ſhould; npon _ F _ 
ty to thee, the -Kmg of the Church, 
and Sovereign, as wEll as Samnour: of 
»y Soul, 1 ought, Fmay, 'muſt not: 
- diſpute, nor-delay, I dare not” but- 
muſt Do;: elfe, how muſt Ibe look--- 
ed upon, whew the King. commands-* 
all his. loving SubjeRts to take. the-: 
Oath of Allegiance, and I'{tay-away : 
and refuſe? 'Do.Inot publickly dif--. 
own him: for my Sovereign, "who 
hath+ enjoined the Celebration of: 
this as an' Evidence and Symbol of 
my Relation to, and Communion 
wath him 2-Is not this appointed for ' 
a avemorial of his death, whereby he-. 
delivered-his People, and —_— 


6 Frequent Celebration, 
their Enemies; | tratſcendently to us, 
what the Pefſover was to. the Jews, 
and-the negle&X-of- it mare -provo- 
king'?\ Yet, the mar: thut is clearn,and 
3s wot in a Journey, and forbeareth to 
keep the Paſſover Tu the time appoint- 
eds Cirlicn he might and ought eat 
It): evex'the ſanie Soul ſhall be cut 
from his People; hecanſe he brought not 
the offering of the Lord in his appoint- 
ed ſeaſon, that man ſhall bear his Sin. 
There's a pariſhment annexed to-the 
veglets, as well as Ul performance of it; 
he that eats irreveren#y, 18 guilty of 
profaning the Lord's Body 5 and he 
_ that ebts xot, of deſpiling it, and of 
preferring bis Luſts before him; the 
one eats damnation to himſelf, and 
the other by not cating, judges him- 
felf to. be _ _—_ f m 'Tis 
dangerous ſtaying ir #bat conditiore, 
wherein we de our felves unmeet 
Society for Chriſtz # F cannot par- 
take of his Sypper: here, how can I 
think my. ſelf fit: to: Feaſt with hitn. 
in Heaven? or hope+to look: on his 
. Face withy comfonr- there, and: take 
no. 


Frequent Celebzation. 7 
no pleaſure to behold, remember, 
cofne near, or have any thing to 
do with 4h; here ? will not hispre- 
ſence then be moſt terrible to thoſe, 
' to-whom his »wexrory is no way de- 
lightful now? Am I troubled for 
negle& of other dxties, and not of 
this, when Chriſt's Items at the laſt 
day are made up of fins of Omiſſon 2 
Dare I pick and chyfe, when who- 
foever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
= offend in one point, is guilty of 
all? 

Thzs.] Not to dimb a Crofs, or 
nndergo a bitter Paſſion for thy ſake 
I ſhould not think 'much to. do that, 
who haſt done ſo much for me. Nat 
to be had to a Scaffold, but to come 
to thy Table; not to go to Slaughter, 
but a Feaſt; not to Bleed or Barn, 
but to eat and drink; and that not 
Bread of Aﬀti®ion, or Water of Ad- 
verſity, which flags the Spirit ; but 
ſuch Bread and Wine, as confirms 
and comforts my heart: Not a Mour- 
ners Bread, Tears; or a Martyrs Cup, 
Blood ; but a Saviour's bl "wo 
an 


bas a. tans. > 


F Frequent Celebzation. 


and Bread, yea, in them (what both 
is and makes bleſſed) his Body and 
Blood, meat and drink, Bread. of Life 
and Well of Lite, that both joys my 
Heart, and, ſaves my. Soul; Didft thor * 
on the- Croſs drink Vinegar, (made 
infinitely more-tart by my fins) for 
me ; and ſhall I not at thyTable drink 
Wine for my ſelf, made infinitely 
ſweeter with the, Blood it conveys ? 
Didſt thou. drink a. Cap of Wratlr, 
and not I drink the Cupof Bleſ- 
ſing? Eat the Bread of Aﬀiction,and 
| not1 eat the-Bread. of Life ? Sut- 

, thy Paſſtor, and ſhall not enjoy 
it > Didſt thou ſtretch out thy hand + 
00 ths, Crolk and faall. ev;ne-be wi- 
thetedand ſhrunk toward thy. Table > 
Hadfſt thou bid me do ſome great thing 
for procuring ſo great a good, that 
there had-been no: diſproportion be- 
tween the ſervice and reward, ſhould 
T not have done it ? How much more 
when thou biddeſt me Eat and live? 
I am. not ſaved but by thy Body, I 
ſhall.be damned. without thy Blood. 
Didft. thou offer them for me on the 
_— Croſs, 


Frequent Celebzation. 9 

Croſs, and ſhall I not take the Pledge 
from thee at thy Supper £ Didſt thou 
ive me a Title to' them, and ſhall I 
= my: ſelf of Poſeſ/ztor £ Rob my 
ſelf of thy 'Mercy, and my Right ; 


of no. leſs than the price of my Re- 


demption £ Doſt thou give me'the 

chaſe in thy Blood, and ſhall I deny 
my ſelf the Seal in thy Church? Dare 
I be nilty of ſo-great a Robbery'and 
Rebellion, 2s. to violate thy Will and 
Seal? to ref iat once thy Bread 
and Cup againſt thy expreſs W:# and 
Teſtament ? to take the Bread and Cup 
out of my-own hand, and the Scepter 
out. of thine ? to deprive my. Soul of 
thy Body and Blood, and thee: of 
thy Authority? - by thy Grace F will 
obſerve as thou appointeſt : If thiv 
be thy command, O Saviour, I am a 
Rebel.as much to ry good, as thy Law; 
a wicked Rebel if 1 I not thzs, | 


In Remembrance. |. I bluſh, Lord,to' 
ſee I need thy memento. Have I 2 
Room for the traſh of the World,and' 
none for thee ? memory for what I 
liſt, and none for what I ſhould .4 O 

| OIt 


x0 Frequent Celebzatior. 
thou that haſt ſo done thy marvel- 
lous Works, that they onght to be 
had” in” everlaſting remembrance ; 
whoſe name is-worderful, and all thy 
works as thy name, and this above 
all thy Works, can I ever forget thee ? 
can 4 forget my ſelf ſo much, that 
breaths not a moment on Earth, or 
out. of Hell without thee? IfT for- 
get thee, -O Saviour, let my tongne 
cleave to the roof of my Mouth; If I 
remember not thee, let my right hand 
_ her cunning. Sure that harp 
had neverknown the tune of joy, nor 
Hand to do with Harp, hadſt not 
thou put a World, all ont, again in 
tune and order. And isthat all, when 
F owe a thouſand lives unto thee, to 
require not my Body, but my Mind ? 
to ſay, Remember, not to Dre for 
me, but'that my Memory ate not in 
thee ?." O thou foving and bleſſed a- 


bove'all Beloveds, - when thy Paſſtor . 


is engraven by thine own hand in an 
Holy Myſtery for my mind to wear, 
ſhall not T keep this Memorial ? ſhall 
not I wear thy Ring, who am ſo 
ready 


A. as ©oc .: R06tH YvoDg wad ink. ba) 


Frequent Celebaation. It 
ready to. wea? a Death's-head ove: 
ſerve alive the memory of a- 
Friend ? O that I may ever keep this 
Manna that came down from Heaven, 
notin a dull, barren, barely contem- 
plative, but humble, aftive, precious 
memory, Which moves all good af- 
feftions to- thee, and promotes, all 
good abilities for thee. Such « me- 
wory will mind, and doall Duty ; ad- 
mire, and love thee; obey, endure, 
do, and: ſuffer for. thee z eſtabliſh 
Faith, excite Repentance, .inflame 
Love, maintain Conſtancy. I can- 
not but repent, believe, and'love to 
the End, if thou be in my mind: If 
1 fail payment of. any Duty to thee 
or man, it is becauſe I do not remen- 

ber thee. | | 
o ze.] Of my, Death, and your 
Redemption. by it. This Sacrament 
then is a py fn to me _ 
memory y:Pajjeon ; 1o oft as 1 
neglet it,, what.do I but pull down 
this Pyramid. of everlaſting date, ſet 
up in the Church for a ſo/exue wenre- 
rial of thy death; and bury thee, wn 
Wa thy 


: 
—_ 


:z Frequent Celebzatfon. 
thy Merits, as the Few; did thy Body, 
but in a worſer Grave, not in a Gar- 
den, but Deſart, a Grave of Oblivi- 
on? Wretch atm T, that have need of 
fuch an hdp to my Memory, and 
fpur to my Duty; as both ' x Com- 
mand*and a "Sacrament ; it caſts'rc- 
proach on me, O $aviour, that thon 
fhouldſt give thy Body for ze, and I 
ſcarce give my mind to thee; that T 
ſhould have fo you 2 room in thy 
heart, 'and thou ſo/hardly get any in 
»ine; that thou ſhould@&} be more 
ready*tobleed for me, than Ttothink 
of thee ! Did(t thon _— thy Veins 
for 'me, andſhall not I find a veſe/ to. 
preſerve thy preciovs' Blood ? Do'T 
notſpif whatthou ſhed, if I let it run. 
out of my memory? yetart thou put* 
tot, to find me both $/00d and 77nd ; 
and when thou haſt done all that, out 
of remembrance of me, (leſt it ſhould F 
be forg otter) ordain'ſt a ' Sanftion 
and”'a Sacrament, \ſaying,” Do this 
Remembrance of #re: But more wretch 
L if Ido not ſo Ao, for Lofd, if I do 
thee honovr doſt thou not do. me fa- 
= vour 


Frequent Celebzation. x7 
vour for it? Tf 1 give thee. zlory, is it 
more my Duty than Felicity to do it? 
If it be' thy Sacrament, is it. not my. 
Benefit ? Receive not great Honour 
in it? Reap I not great Benefits by 
it? 'Am I not thereby related 'to. 
thee > Heir 6f Heayen, by Virtue 
of that Blood ?''Is not. the God-head 
bodily in him ? His Body myſtically 
in me? and I near allyed to Ged 
by the Communion of that Body ? 
And can he want, that is fo. related >, 
Is not the Earth thy gift, and Hea- 
ven in thy power 2 O thon Son and 
Heir of all 1 And have l not thy Spi- 
rit, thy Fleſh, a pledge for all ? the 
Conveyance Sealed in thy Blood, and 
thy Merits made-over and: affared in 
+ thy Body? OLord, I am; ſo mach 
concerned in Honour and Intereſt to ' 
do' what thou commandeſt, that if T' 
conſider my (elf, I ſhall do it to thy 
metmory, in remembrance-of me, 25s" 
WD_EzECTTT.- 
"Wherever God' hath beſtowed a 
vital Printiple, he affords nowiſhment' 
to ſuſtain 7#; "and an i” 
ar 


x4 Frequent Celebzation.. 
and attraftive - faculty tawards it. 
Chriſt crucified is, as the. cauſe. of our - 
new birth, ſo the food which ſuſtains 
and preſerves us.in it; unto. whoſe 
Body and Blood. there muſt needs-be 
as . proportionable- an appetite' in 2 
faithful Chriſtzar, as to. Milk in an 
Infant, that being more wzouriſbable 
than Milk, and Þarth more vital'to 
defire it than Nature. :Oh! I know 
not what (grace and comfort) I have 
loſt, that others have found in the 
Conſcientious: uſe of #his Sacrament ! 
If there be any. thing .in the lively 
diſcoveries of the evil and deſert of 
fin, the wrath and love of God, the 
conſolations of the Goſpel by fre- 
quenting it, might it. not .have been 
__— better wi cre uy my $ mea 
condition? 1s not #hzs great Hypocri/c 
and- Diſſenmlation, to Rs 8 of 
the hardneſs of my heart, and not 
apply the Blood of Chriſt to ſoften 
it ; of the prevalency of corrupti- 
ons,, and. not. bring -them to his 
Croſs to ſubdue them? of: my timo- 
rous ſpirit, and not come where God 
ſecures 


— = a SY —_ "5 6 
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ſecures me, and gives evidence fot the 
diſcharge of his Covenant and Pro- 
miſe? that God is departing, when I 
ſtand at a diſtance, and will not come 
nigh him? is withdrawn from my 
ſoul, whenlT withdraw from my duty ? 
that I am a ſtranger to Spiritual Joy, 
when I will not come to draw water 
out of the wells of Salvation? of the 
weakneſs of grace, and not uſe. all 
means of ſtrengthening it? can I re= 
fuſe my food, yet be nouriſhed ? grow 
in Grace, and neglet the means? rot 
grow, and be guiltleſs? live ina known 
ſin, by neglecting a plain commanded 
Duty, and expett therewards of obe- 
dience? may, not partial obedience to 
God's Commands, . well increaſe my 
doubts of his favour? - Is not this to 
{light and diſeſteem a firm conveyance 
of all Chriſt's purchaſed benefits, here 
offered and aſſured to Believers? and 
then think not much (O my Soul) if 
thou goeſt without then for eyer,who | 
art alſo ſo unwilling to bind thy ſelf 
to thankfulneſs -and obedience for 
; B them, 
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them, Meals which are for nouriſh- 
ment muſt be oftex, 'ris not told me 
how often T (ſhould eat or drink ; the 
ſenſe and feeling of the wants of my 
Food direts me to, and makes me do 
it often. Am I not apt to grow dull, 
Juke-warrm, - cold to, and in Duty? 
to contrat Guilt, blot my evidences, 
diſturb my peace, to forget him and 
his matchleſs love ? Is he ſo much in 
my ſerious thoughts as he deſerves? Is 
it enough to have ſome occaſional 
thoughts of him > Do I not complain 
thatIlove, and think of himno more, 
can apply him no-better, have ſo little 
of him, am ſo inſenſible of his kind- 
neſs and affeftion to his Members? Is 
itnotaſinand ſhameTnonioreſolemn- 
ly dwell in meditation- upon-him, in 
praiſing of, and. rejoycing in him? 
Do I not ofter need ſo great an help 
to ſoften my heart, to renew my re- 
pentance, to.ſtrengthen and confirm 
my Faith, Hope, and Reſolutions ; 
to increaſeand inflame my Love, and 
thankfulneſs, to fix my thoughts more 
ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly upon him, to get and main- 
tain more intirtiate Communion with 
him, to knit my Sout cloſer to him 
and his Members? Is it not a ſad ſignT 

efformnoDvyties,as,and to thoſe ends 

Fought, but out of cuſtom, without 
expecting, therefore without finding 

any great Advantage from them ? Are 
the Coulolations of God ſmall- unto 
me? Is it not a fign when I was there 

I mifſed of the benefit? Have I not 
cauſe torepent ofmy former Receiving, 
when it left not earneſt breathings for 
, the like opportunity? was it poſſible 
fox me to meet with God, to taſte the 

ſweetneſs, the fulneſsof Chriſt, to ex- 

pony the reachings. forth of my 
ove and defires, the pleaſures of a&t- 
ing Grace, . and not long for another 
meeting ; by thy Grace, I will there- 
fore communicate with more Deyo- 
tion, repent with greater contrition, 
walk with more caution, pray -mote 
earneſtly,receive with more reverence, 
and I donbt not but I ſhall find my Af- 
fionsincreaſe together with the Spi- 

| B 2 ritual 
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ritual benefit. The frequttent ſolemn 
exerciſe of our graces muſt needs dil- 
pay ſtrongly to Habitnal ones; and 
ugely promote the [rtereſt of Religi- 
or. It cannot be that the Sacrament 
be undervalued by frequent repetitions, 
without great unworthineſs of the 
Communicant,*or an unworthy Com- 
qgauiication :. for he that recerves wor- 
thily, increaſes in the love of God and 
of Religion, and the firesof the Altar 
are apt to kindle into a flame, and 
when our Lord enters into us,and we 
ow weary of him, or leſs fond of 
is frequent entrance, and pu tyal 
cohabitation, 'tis an infallible ign we 
have (or are ready to) let in his E- 
emy; no Secular objett hath any plea- 
ſure in it long beyond the hope of it ; 
for the poſleſlion and enjoyment is 
found ſo empty, that wegrow weary 
of it; but whatſoever is Spiritnal 1s 
teſs before we have it, but in the fru- 
itton {wells our deſires, enlarges the 
appetite, and makes us more receptive 
and forward in the —_— 
| or 
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. Nor is it likely, they will S»fer- for 
him, who'refuſe to Baquet with him. 
They proclaim they have no portion 
in David, no inheritance in the Sor 
of God. Had weany love for him, 
we ſhould begin carly to adorn our- 
felves, and be ſtill breathing for the 
enjoyment of him. As the Jewiſh 
Do&or, who put on his beſt Habit on 
Friday in the afternoon, and fate 
longing for the Setting Sun (the time 
when the Jewiſh Sabbath began) ſay- 
ing, ver ſponſa, come my Spoule, for 
ſo he called '#hat Sacred” day. The 
Ancients were wont to Tong for the 
Communion as the Child for the Mo-- 
thers Breaſts. Es 
Oh the gualzrs of m—_— Com- 
zunicaets (hould: juſtly ſtir up the 
Faithful to loath the ſame-in then 

ſelves. 
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He Death of Chriſt, in regard of 
his intent, was a Sacrifice to 
God, but of the Fews the greateſt cruel- 
ty and murder. When a prophane 
perſon comes, he ſheds the Blood of 
Chrift, which a Believer recerves; and | 
by Faith feeding on tt, or applying it 
to himſelf, being one with Chriſt, by 
virtue of that Union he hath intereſt 
in him who hath made as great Satis- 
tation to God, as if himfeIf had ſuf- 
fered to eternity. This new Wine 
muſt not be put into an old Veſlel ; 
elſe the Wine will be fpilt, and the 
Veſſel. periſh, Righteouſneſs and 
Unrighteouſneſs, Light and Darkneſs, 
Chrilt and Belzal, cannot dwell toge- 
ther. Feet that walk in filthy paths 
are not to tread his holy place 5 nor 
a heart full of Rancor, Hatred, Un- 
charitableneſs, to fit down at this 
Feaſt of Love; Hards dipt in Blood, 
pollnted with untawful Gains, ſtained 


with: 
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-with ſpots of the Fleſh, or ſtretched 
out to 1njure hin in tis Members, are 
moſt unfit to be reached forth to re-- 
ceive him in the Sacraments, to handle 
thofe holy Myſteries : Thoſe Teeth 
that grind the face of the poor, to eat 
the bread of Angels: The Mouth that 
is full of rotten corrupt Communica-- 
. tion, evil ſpeaking, reviling, or that 
-thirſts after the blood of our Neigh- 
bour, to drink the blood of Chrilt : 
Eyes gazing on vanity, to look or 
Jeſus. Oh, how pure ought I to keep 
thoſe doors of my Soul, at which the 
King of Glory ſo often enters ? Shalk 
I iſ Him with a Traytor's Lips? put 
hallowed Bread and Wine into a not- 
fom ſink of ſin? go to that Table as 
Swine to their Troughs in my pollu-- 
tion? raviſh, contemn the Grace and 
Mercy of God? tear him aſunder* 
from the conditions he hath annexed 
to them? He will not be oze with a: 
Harlot ; nor ſeen with the ſame eyes.. 
His Body never ſaw Corruption, nor” 
Will be mixed'with it - It lay in a Vzr- 
B 4 gin 
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£in Womb, and Sepulchre; and ſtill 
reſides only in Virgin Souls, Devotcd, 
Confecrated, fer apart to his Uſe and 
. Service. His Glorified Body is no 
more capable of difſhonour, 'nor will 
- enter into an carthly Soul. Unclean 
Birds receive nothing but the Carcaſe 
of the Ordinance; the Bread without 
the Body, the Wize without the Blood, 
both without the Bleſſizg ; the Ele- 
ment, but not the Sacrament : fuch 
are guilty of his Body and Blood, for 
reaching out their hands with pur- 
poſe to receive him into polluted 
Souls, though he withdraw humnſelf 
thit they cannot partake of him : 
They diſerace their Prince by ſhewing 
it to his Statze erected for his Honour 
and Remembrance; are guilty of 
Treaſon by offering indignity to his 
Seal and Pifture z diſbonowr done to 
the Image and Repreſentation, reflets 
upon the Original ;, he is Perſonally in 

eaven, and will be no where Sprritu- 
ally but in the Heavenly part of man 
he finds no r eſt in a beant full of wary, 
UVICIOWS 
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vicious © thoughts; "it ſtinks like the 


Lake of Sodoxr ;, he retires thence vex- 
ed with the undean converſation of 
the impure: Inhabitants. When he 
approaches to'a Soul, and finds it a 
Cage 'of undean Birds, he flies with 
the wings of a Dove'to cleaner and 
whiter Habitations. But if we avoid, 
hate;/ andhave nov-fondnefs of affetti- 


-onfor them; and with complacency 


entertain the contrary ';, then Chriſt - 
hath'waſhed'our feet,” and then he in- 

vites uisto his Supper : The nnavoidable 
Infirmities of qur lives, (againſt which. 


'we daily ſttive, and for which we ne- 


verhave 'anygkindnefs nor affection,), 
are not'fpotsintheſe Feaſts of Charity, _ 
but \iriftreiments* of Humility, and 


ſtrong irfvititions to tome to Rites 


ordained fofcorroborativesagaitiſt in- 
firmities, and for growth in the inner 


man, But yexmranent aftettion to any fin, 
-enmity-with, Neighbours, ſecular avo- 


cations to the height of” care and 
trouble;excuſe not; but increaſe'mens 
fin; andſccure their miſery, *Tis iſt 
i B. 5; they. 


24 Habitual Peeparation. 
they graze with goats, that refuſe to. 
waſh their hands, that they may come: 
to the Supper of the Lamb.. The ex-. 
_cuſes wherewith: moſt palliate. their 
negledts. of waiting upon: our Lord, 
and accepting his; kindneſs, all grow 
ypon this bitter rg 9p ubaly care- 
 teſs life, lows 65 1 qud. the 
Enſts thereof The only realon isthey 
have a mind to hve as ſtrangers to him, 
and' not to be his houſtold Servants, 
and domeſtichc;, tor then they might 
always come unto.hiny, . They think 
they-muſt not come ſo oft,. becaute to 
prepare themſclves coſts them /o auch 
11me ; but would they. fo pmech 
as to lead a holy Life, and be at ſawmch 
trouble agto plaſe Godin other #hings, 
they would ho it Eaſie to pleaſe him, 
in this, Kept they always the fear-of 
Gad intheir Souls, they would with- 
gutmuch pains be fit toapproach with: 
FearandReverence into his Preſence ; 
would they fear to do what God hath. 
forbidden, they would not ftarto do 
what he hath Commanded:. b white 
CY- 
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they refuſe to obey him in many 
things, no wonder they do in this one.. 
Religion concerns not our aZ:ors only,; 
but the frame and diſpoſition of our 
hearts and minds ;, and the ſame habi-- 
tual Graces are to be daily exerciſed, 
though in alower meaſure and degree.. 
Every day is to be holy to the Lord, 
—_— every ation-in the day be not 
ally Boly. When we labour-con-- 
ſcientiouſly to ſtand to onr firft Promiſe - 
and Covenant, all the aftions of our: 
lives become holy ; and ſo we are holy; 
in our Shop, by Diligence and Juſtice ; 
at our Board, by Temperance, Thank- 
falneſs, and Charity ; Abroad, by an» 
innocent, uſeful Converſation ; in our” 
Cloſet, by Prayer, and Meditation z; 
yea, Prudence, and theends of health 
and chearfulneſs, will make our ſeeps- 
and recreations holy, and not to be: - 
reckoned among paſtimres, but the ne- 
ceflary ſeaſons of doing little or no- 
thing; that afterwards-we” may be 
worthily imployed,. A' Chriſtian be-- 
haves himfelf not for ſuch a ſet _ 
; at 
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. ber of days, as if ſa much time were: 
to be ſpent in Holineſs, and fo much 
in oppoſition to it ;... but as.if he ac-- 
counted his whole life an opportunity 
of ſervingGod z and of cleanfing him- 
ſelf from all that filthineſs, which will 
not let him ſee his face. -He-receives 
daily what daily-profits, and ſo lives 
that he may. dauly receive it. A holy 
life is a perpetual Sacrifice, and he that 
fo lives, keeps his heart as an Hol, 
Altar,” always warm and glowing 
within him; he offers up daily-fuch 
Sacrifices.asare acceptable to God, and 
prepare him for a due commemarati- 
on of. this great Sacrifice: a conſtant 
abſtinence from all forbidden things, 
and care to perform: ſuch duties as 
maintain alively ſenſe of God inour 
Souts, would make us vehemently 
hunger after this Heavenly Food. A 
circumſpet. life makes us both fit and 
deſirows:to. converſe with God. every 
day; good AFions beget in us greater 
longings after. Grace, and good deſires 
wakes. us. {till'do well, out of hope 
to 
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to have more. Grace. When a 


man lifts -up. his heart to God, he- 
draws down God into his-Soul, that 
he may. work with :his. hands that 
which 1s good in his :»ployment, in 


' which he is. not -{o buſie that his. 


hands ſhould grow fo foul, or heavy 
by it, as. to be unwilling, or unfit to. 
lift- chexe up agam to- God.. Such a 
Combination is there betweerr-all- that 
God requires to-make them eafie and 
familiar, pleaſant and deſirable, and 
our obedienceimpartial and univerſal. 
A holy: behaviody 1n our Calling, Con- 
verſes, and.uſe of the Creatnre, dif-- 
poſes us to. As of inmediate Worſhip, 
that requites and returns-the kindneſs 
by diſpoſing and fitting us for an holy. 
deportment for the futute ;. which 1s. 
it. ſelf an invitation” af God to- our 
Souls ;; *much more- when -ſeconded- 
with: the attra&ives of holy Prayers 
and «gent deſires. The ſweet-. 
neſs ot. ſuch converſes with-God, and, 


the power-of his Grace conſequent. 


upon our hearty deſires, ' engages and. 
| enables. 
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' enables us to/ an holy converſation; 
which brings us (from familiari 
with the Devil) to fellowſhip with: 
God, the happineſs of which is (o- 
great, that it excites us to do all we 
can to maintain and prevent our be- 
ing tempted from it. Good Hearts 
daily mortified, and ſtrictly watched 
over, like dry wood, with one blaſt. 
kindles the flame of Love, ſtirsup the 
Grace of God in them; while thoſe: 
ſoaking in the Wortd, like green- 
ſticks, aff Exdeavours ſcarce obtain any: 
Divine Heat. "Oh !' would Ievery day 
prepare for the day of Death ; fet my 
ſelf in Order; Meditate on Chriſt's 
firſt and ſecond Coming; inftantly 
grieve for, ſeverely condemn my elf, 
and renew my reſolution to amend all, 
and' pray for- particular- ftrength as - 
mainſt whatſoever T have obſerved a- 
miſt :: would I confider- where I fall* 
ofteſt, from-what Principle this de- 
fault comes, what are the beſt Reme- 
dies; and paſs on to a real and vigo- 
rous uſe of them: Did I "0 

Ve. 
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have God frequently inmy thoughts, 
to bring it tq. paſs ta have ſo great a- 
dread: and: reverence of- him, "that I 
may be more really aſhamed, troubled, 
confounded, to fin in his preſence and 
obſervation,thanofthe (cvereſt mans, 
and to have a perpetual intercourſe- 
and converſe with Or-would I 
acually attend to-what 1a, and con-- 
ſider-every-a&tion; and: ſpeak fo little 
that — I ſhould find, 
that: upon: the-day- of Communion I 
ſhould  vinoding to do, -butto re- 
vive my cede of Prayer, Praiſes, 
and the exerciſe:ot Devotion. 


Ju. OF 
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| Olineſs is ous Profiſen 5 and all- 
H the time after one Communion is. 
the time of preparation-for the next; 
and every Receiving, a: repeated Con- 
ſpireex2gainkt the Intereſt of the De-- 
vil, He that is: always well veſted, 


will” deck: and'teiar againſt a- Weds 
ding- 
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ding-day 5 ' Wiſe Virgins go forth to: 


meet the Bridegroom ; having Oil in 
their Veſſels, and chicie-Labom burn- 
ing; but when'they hear him coming, 
they ariſe and fall aftefh to trimming 
their Lamps, to ſnuff them; - ſtir up 
the fire, and apply the Oil to make 
them burn brighter and clearer. Now 
another -repaſtapproaches, I mult ſe- 


queſter from my ordinary bufineſs';: 


abſtain” from the moſt I/awfyl'cnjoy- 
ment, . and chaſeſt;embraces; that I 
may. | give my felf' wnto Prayer,” and 
more: fully know the” ſtate of wiy Soul; 
with a.greater-intention and ardency 
of Spirit, examine my ſelf, even about 
the coldzeſs of my Prayers ; my neg- 
leX: in the daily' review-of-my elf ; 
the ſralneſs of my. ſorrows; the 
weakneſs of my ſervices, ny daily neg- 
legs, ignorances, and unavoidable in- 
firmities, as to'God, my ſelf, Relati- 
ons, and >thers; inan-eſpecial man- 
ner, -any jaling (ince the lift Commu-- 


20. If there be but a little paſſion; - 


a raſh word, a'vain thought, Oe. and 


belides- 
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beſides my ſorrow, and affliting my 
ſelf, for, hatred and amendment of it, 
juſt after its commiſhon ; I am now 
to bewail it over again, to call:my 
ſelf toa ſtrit accountfor it ; todroawn 
it in another flood of tears, moretirtn- 
ly to ſtrengthen my reſolutions a- 
gainſt it, and prepare it to receive a- 
nother Wound, mortal ſtroke trom 
the Wounds of Jeſus, thatit may ne- 
ver live more ; to be moredeeply ap- 

rehenfive of the'evzl of fin, more 
ſorrowfully bewail it, more rationally 
reſolve againlt it, opena greater vent 
and paſſage for my tears ; affett my 
heart more deeply with my needs, 
and the certainty of ſupply, and fo 
raiſe my ſelf to a greater height of 
humility, defife and confidence z- to 
excite my appetite and morelively ap- 
prehenfions, .and vigorous affeQtions, 
rouze my thoughts and meditations 
to a greater fervour; more ſolemnly 
to recollet what I have learned; to 
ſtir up my remembrance, and renew 
a ſenſe of my wants and weakneſles ; 
to 
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to imprint the exds of the Iyſtitntion 
more firmly in my memory; to con- 
ſider what Ads are moſt proper when 
T ſhall beat His Table; toſtir up thoſe 
affetions before-hand, which will 
prepare a more lively expreſli- 
on of them when I come there. To 
renew Ads of Charity and Forgive- 
neſs, paſs by all injuries and offences, 
be reconciled perfefly to my Bre- 
threns and to take care there be not 
the leaſt grudge, or ſpark of anger 
that lies buried in my Soul unquench- 
ed ; alt paſſions huſh'd and laid, the 
Soul ſmooth, fair, and not a wrinkle 
. 'Þpon its brow. More ſtritly and 
folemnly to ſearch, purifie, {cleanſe, 
and caſt out all the Ieaven; to pray 
with: greater appetite, praiſe his 
Name with a more delightful reliſh. 
To diſtaſte all other things, to dif- 
burthen my ſelf, to lay afide every 
weight, and the ſin that ſo eaſily be- 
fets me, to get asnear Heaven as poſ- 
fible z to render my mind more ſenſi- 
ble of God, and more fit to receive a 
deeper 


deeper impreſſion from his hand. To 
excite the ſtrongeſt Acts of Faith, the 
vehementeſt flames of love and long- 
ings after Chriſt and his bleflings 


(which prepares for the injoyment) 


Holy deſires, Joy and thankfulneſs at 
the approach of ſo blefled an oppor- 
tunity. To renew my reſolutions 
and vows of holy obedience, tomor- 
tike my lefſer irregularities, and to 
bind the obligations faſter that are 
upon my Soul. To have a lively 
fenſe of the ends for which I go; in 
what eſtate my Graces ſtand 3 what 
I am to ask, and for what I ought ta 

ead the Blood of Chriſt; voluntari- 
y to offer more of my time and 
thoughts to Religious Exerciſes, and 
to do that over again with a greater 
fervour, which T have” been doing 
fince the Iaſt Communion. To yeco- 
ver my ſelf to the ſame, or rather 
_—_ degrees of Zeal, Fervor, and 
fublime* Admirations; to apparet, 
trimz and dreſs up my mind with 
braver Notions and brighter Orna- 
ments. 
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ments. To-get my manners, carriage, 
and behaviour: rightly formed, and 
handſomly compoſed. for this Feaſt 
with the great King, nt 
He that underſtands the.excellenc 
and holineſs of the Myſtery, * the 
Glory of the Gueſt, the infinite benefit 
then deſigned, and the increaſe of 
degrees by the exerciſe of thoſe pre- 
vious As of Holineſs ; the mannen 
{o contrary, as worthy and unworthy ; 
the effeF of the Ordinance ſo. much: 
depending on the warner of recerv- 
7ng ; the advantage (o great of Com- 
munion with Chriſt's Body will not 
be inquiſitive, into the juſt meaſure; 
but to do'it heartily, devoutly, reve- 
rently, and as much as he can,. put 
himſelf into a meet + gk to be: 


fo fumiliarly entertamed. 


Solemid 
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A Journey, i.e.anunfixed Heart,un- 
diſcharged ofworldly th ts, 
travellingupand'down, a-far off, »- 
ts as well'as a dead: Body, 1. e. groſs 
ſins, for eating this Paſc-over. Earthly 
thoughts in the Temple, if not driven 
away before, will be peſtring, tron- 
bling me, and corrupt the Sacrifice. 
If I go with a looſe, ungirt Spirit, I 
cannot inſtantly entertain my Lord ; 
his work muſt ſtay till Fam ready; I 
muſt be gird'mg when I ſhould be 
workimg, or do it awkardly, not with 
dexterity and aftivity : | Let your lozns 
therefore be girt, and you your ſelves 
like men that wait for their Lord,” that 
when he comes and knocks, you ntay 0- 
pen to hint immediately. It concerns 
me ow to put my ſelf into order ; to 
ſee my State 1s -—= my Sins par- 

doned, and mortified. He that 
municates worthily, is juſtified from his 
ſins; and to hm death-can have' no 
fting, 


36 Solemn Sequeſtration, 
ing, to whom the Sacrament brin 

life and health, And if I jtdge Righ 
teous Judgment, 1 ſhall ſoon tind 
where it pinches moſt, what makes 
me moſt afraid, what moſt criminal 
and leaſtmortified ; ſoſhall I learn to 
make- proviſion accordingly. Enter 
then my Soul into thy Chamber, ſo- 6 
lemnly ſequeſter thy ſelf from all o-'f \"* 
ther avocations, that we may Attend 
upon the Lord, without diſtraction, 
Shut up, feta Watch at the gate of hos 
thy heart  let-it not be open till that'll 
ſolenue day beover; if otherthoughts I 
be hankering, and hanging about for I 
entrance, teltifie againſt them, rebitke" 
and threaten them, let thy Spirit in p 
an holy indignation riſe up againſt I ** 
them ; the only meansthatfrom that | * 


time forth they come no more in ſuch" © 
a ſeaſon. Farewel my Wife and Chil- Þ 
dren, Friends, and ſecular concerns, G 


abide  you- here at the foot of the 

mount be huſh'd and laid, deadned, | * 

and: mortified, all irfegular earthly || © 

Paſſions, and Aﬀections: I have er C 
| thing 


$ 
|. 
{ 
$ 
{ 
) 
r 
1 

þ 

f 
q 
g- 
, 


* n_—— TT FY RV per 
=” _ 


Solemn Sequeſtration, 37 
thing elſe to do, you area clogunto 
y Soul; tread not, nor whiſper in 
his ſolemm place, where 18*no room 
but for God alone ; trouble me not, 
the door is ſhut, I am about a great - 
Work, I will not, cannot oper? to 


ON. 

And Oh! thou that lookeſt down 
from Heaven, that faſhioneſt the 
heartsof men, and conſidereſt all their 
works, enlighten, enliven, and con- 
vince me ; affect, aſliſt, and proſper 
me ; own, accept, and bleſs-me; call 
in, and reſtrain the looſeneſs and 
wandrings of my thoughts. Fix, 
unite, and fill my heart with an awe, 
a dread, and reverence of thee; with 
ſuitable thoughts, apprehenſions, and 
meditations-to the preſent occaſion ; 
and let my' meditations be attended 
with ſuitable affections ; Let all fleſh 
be ſilent before thee ; let thy Spirit 
reſt _ me; let = _ be im- 
proved. frreerely, an ebtly, with 
my-whole Soul, heart, and firength; 
to. thy praiſe, and my great advan- 

| tage 


33. Stcict Examination. 

tage .at thy Table, and in; the day 
when thou ſhalt judge the ſecret of 
mens heartsby Jeſus Chrilt. 


_ 


Strict Examination. 


Am about to fit at the Lord's 

' Table, among his own Children ; 
the King (attended with hisglorious 
Angels) willcome in to ſee his Gueſts 
Chriſt's Garment covers only Chriſt's 
Members; he is too j»ſ# to be bribed, 
too great to be lighted, too #jſetobe 
deceived, too jealows to be provoked, 
too good to be forfeited. Oh! what 
folenm proviſion (hall T make for ſo Sa- 


cred a Preſence, but 09 us 


deep mquiry into, with a full and aw- 
ful diſcuſſion of the particular = 15 
Eftate of my Soul ; whether T be ſuch 
as-may be aſſured he will bid me wel- 


come; being reconciled to him, and ' 


endued with thoſe vital yualificatrons 
which prediſpoſe me for an Ordi- 


Wance 
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S:ri>} Examina' ton. 39 
ance that ſuppoſes-me within the Co- 
venant it'Seals, and to have Spriritnal 
Life it ſuſtains and nouriſhes, by con- 
veying that true food of lite, Chri/Z 
Crucified...1 muſt be boyz before I can 
eat ; Uncircumciſed Perſons were not 
to eat the. Paſſover. The inwards of 
Ordinances are only enjoyed by them 
that are inwardly and Thoſe 
only that bring trze Graces, - receive 
reel Comforts 5 we take Chrift,and then 
eat hims, none find any nouriſhment, 
reliſh, or ſweetneſs in-his Blood, but 
thoſe who have received him, and 
ſo have_ a Propriety in, a Title to 
him. (And the Clearer the Intereſt, 
the greater ſweetneſs :).. He: muſt be 
mine, firſt in claim and title, then in 
fruition and comfort ; +no juice or” 
ſap from the Vine, except a branch 
in it ; 1 muſt. prove my r:ght to the 
purchace, &re I can take, poſſeſſron. *'Tis 
High Treaſon .to annex the 'K g's 
Broad Seal to forged Writings z' no 
receiving the benefit without ſhewing* 
the conditions, and my zfereſt in 
the Covenant ; that is ſealed to them 

C only 


- 


only that comg up to the terms of it. 
Now, this is the Covenant thatTwill 
' ', make with the Houſe of 
Jer 34-35 Iſrael, Caith the Lord, I will 
put my Law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
will. be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People ;, and they ſhall know me from 
the leaſt unto the greateſt, and 1 will 
forerve "their iniquities, and remember 
their ſons no more. And, Oh my Soul ! 
havel an inwardright, and a&ual in- 
terdſt 1n this Covenant 2 - * 
1s the Law of God writ in my heart ? 
Leeible by others in my converſation, 
and by my ſelf in my Conftitution of 
Sol, (trongly inclined, to all ſincere 
obedience, out of a principle of love 
to God, and toglorife and enjoy him: 
delighting, meditating in it day and 
night; being renewed according to 
his Image, in Knowledge, Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holmeſs. | 
Have 1 4 Covenant-rclation to, and 
intereſt in God ? Am I one of his 
people 2' hot aſhamed of, but openly 
declaring and avouching my ſelf - 
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___ Strft Examination. 0 qt 
be his, rejoicing, and gtorying there- 
in thy gre AID" dn Kappi- 
neſs? Dol fear, love, obey, ſubmit 
to, depend upon biz» for direQion, 
provition, and prote&ion ? Efteem, 
live upon, and reft,. fully contented 
with him? Am This? In all I an, 
Body and Soul? are my Eyes his, to 
behold his wonderful works? my 
Ears, to hear his heavenly: word ? 
. my Taſte and Smell, to reliſh his ſur- 
palhng ſweetneſs in the Creatures ? 
my Toxgye, to proclaim and triumply 
in bis praiſe? my Hands, to work 
that which.is good? my Feet, to 
walk in his ways? all my ſenſes and 
members, abilities, and faculties, in- 
ſtruments 'of righteouſneſs > Is my 
na ww 0. his, to know, and con- 
template him, my Mz#ory to trea- 
fure up, and retain his counſels and 
covenants, promiſes and diſpenſati- 
ons? my Conſcreree, his Deputy to 
accuſe, or excuſe under him? my Wrlt 
bs, to will or nittin ſubordination 
to him? my.gricf, and hatred, bis, to 
mourn for, abhorr, and fly every 
C 2 thing 


— 


AY Strict Examination. 
thing offenſive to'bim, or obſtructive 
of my; deljghtfulenjoyment.of him? 
my deſire, love, and' delight 4#, to 
long for, embrace, acquieſce fully and 
contentegly in him? ,Do I approve 
my (elf þ;x in all my relations and ſta- 
tions, anward quabhcations, and en- 
dowments; outward goods and pol- 
ſeſſions > Am I bis in all I have, can 
Ao, or procure, undergo and endure for 
him? Aml willing and ready to give 
my ſelf te and for him? taking up*® 
my Croſs daily: and. following him 2 
rejoicing that I am accounted worthy 
- to ſuffer for his Name? 

Have Ta ſan#ified knowledge ofGod ? 
as to his Eſſence, Attributes, Perſonal 
_ diſtintions, Word, and Works? of 

Man in his Creation, Fall, .Reſtaura- 
tion, and Perfe&tion ? of Chriſt in 
bis Perſon, Offices and Eſtates? of 
the Covenant of Grace in its freenels, 
conditions,and benefits? of the Lord's 
Swpper, in its Nature, Uſe, and Ends ? 
And is this my : Knowledge experi- 
mental, heart-purifying, and humb- 
ling, communicative, growing, affeQti- 
, onate, 


Strix Eramtnattor, 43 


onate, efficacious, and obediential ? 
Are tine Ingqnities forgiven © Do 


| EF groan under them as my greateiteviÞ 


and heavieſt burthen? forſake there 
in affection and praGtice ? have I f1n- 
cerely: confefſed, | bewailed, loathed 
them, and my (elf for them ? nanteign- 
edly ſtriving againſt, and defiring to 
be freed from th? fitth, power, and 
dominion of fin, - as 57ell as the guilt 
and puniſhment of it; from a love 


* and ſenſe of God's kindnefs,and good- 


neſs to me>-Is my heart-calmed and 
quieted through Faith in Chriſt, be-- 
10g thereby at Peace with God! Is it 
enlarged to 'blefs. him.for Pardon > 
Amlearneſt with himmore and more 
for aflurance of it; for purity of heart, 
and eſtabliſhmentinhis ways? Is there 
in' me a hearty, fincere- diſpoſition, 
and propenſity to pardon the offences 
of others?” pitying, and lamenting, 
meekly reproving, and covering their 
infirmities : a readineſs to help them, 
rejoicing in their welfare as my own; 
eſpecially the meaneſt Saint, in whonr 
is'all my delight ? 


3 Are. 


44 Strict Examfnation. - 
Are not theſe infallible Seriptaral 
Chara&ers of Chriſt's Diſciples ? Canl 
appeal ts God, and ſay, Lord: then 
knoweſt all things, thonknoweſt that it is 
thus with me & Oh my Soul! makeno- 
thing the foundation of thy Peace, but 
what God hath made the condition of 
thy Salvation; let nothing ſatisfie thre, 
but what will ſave thee if onr hearts 
condemn us. O*d js greater than our 
hearts. and knoweth all things : but if 
eur hearts condenin #5 not, then have 


»e Confidence towards God. 


Deep Humiliation, 

Efore I go for a full Diſcharge, I 
4 > nwft narrowly look into the 
Book of Canfeience, and ſee how in- 
finjcely I am- indebted to my Gods 
view my ſelf in the glafs of the Law; 
and' Goſpel : Seareh my Soul to tothe 
bottom, that none of- my wounds 
may feſter, but be all diſcovered and 
eured : conſider from whence 1 am 
talten, before and fince the laft Com- 


manor, 


PE Bondi. cow... 9 FF -© © 


- qua 


Deep Humiliation. 45 


#mnion, and repent: and Oh that 


may be ſo ſenſible of my ſs and iſ- 


-ery, that I may be-traly apprehenſive 


of, and thankful for infinite love and 
mercy. 

I dare- not preſume to compaſs 
thine Altar, moſt holy Lord, before 1 
have waſhed my hands in inmocengy, 


- purified my heartby Repentance; and 


Faith in the blood &f my Redeemer. 
I will now therefore call my ſins ro re- 
membrance, and ſet them in order be- 
fore mine eyes, and remember mine 
ownevil ways, and my doings which 
have not been good, and toath my felt 


"In my own fight-for my iniquities, 
.and 


or my abominations. 

OhT am not able- to reckon up or 
remember my innamerable breaches 
of thy moſt holy Commandments. 

By nor knowing, not chufing thee, 
not believing in thee, not eſteeming, 


"adoring, Toving, defiring, fearing, 0- 


beying. truſting, rejoycing in, ac- 
mtmg my ſelf with, not demean- 
ing my ſelf towards thee, as God and 
my God + but preferring ſin, ſelf, Sa- 


C4 tary 


ons the world, any thing before thy 
el f. | 
By miſapprehenſions, groſs con- 
ceits of thee z not ſetting my whole 


delight in, repoſing all my confidence 


on, expecting all my happineſs from, 
addreſling all my complaints, prayers, 
praiſes unto thee z not worſhipping 
thee as to manner and means agree- 
able to thy Word. | 

By not acknowledging, or effeQu- 
ally remembring and delighting to 
fpeak of thee as I have had occaſion, 
Gio make thy. praiſe glorious) or 


doing it irreverently.z dealing fallly 


in my Covenant with thee; not vin- 
dicating thy Hoxour, not grieving 
for thy Dsſhonour , wearinefs of thy 
. commands, non-obſervanee, diſtruſt, 
_ miſapplication of thy Providences ; 
unthankfulneſs for great Mercres; de- 
jection, impatience under ſmall 
Croſſes ; inſenſibleneſs, incorrigible- 
neſs under Judgments and Aﬀii&ions ; 
not uſing thy Name, Attributes, Or- 
dinances, Word, Works, every thing 
. whereby tho.u'mayeſt be known, as.is 


wgquired, by 
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Beep Humiliation. 47 
'By unmindfulneſs beforchand to: 
event or avoid-whatſoever might 
itra&'in the Duties of the Sabbath z. 


- not preparing my ſelf for it ; needleſs: 


Thoughts, Words, Adions upon it ;, 


' miſ-ſpendingitfridlencſsand vanity 


not performing” publick *and” private: 


duties of Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 


Examination ; whetting thy Lawup-- 


on my heart and others. contempla-- 


ting nporr thy Word and Works with 
that care; reverence, ſincerity, ſpirt- 
tualneſs, "profit, and delight, as I 
ought 3 notcalling the Sabbath a de 


light, holy of.the Lord, and*honour- 


able. | 
'By not behaving my ſelf anſwer- 


able to my ſeveril Relations; with all 


due Reverence and reſpz& to my Na-- 
tural. Eccleſiaſtical; Political Parents, 


in heart, word, behaviour towards, 


prayer; thankſgiving for Superiors.; 
covering their infirmitiesin love: not 
admoniſhing and encouraging [fer;- 
ors inwelt-doing; not by a grave, wiſe, 
holy, exemplary carriage, procuring 
glory to thee; and prefervingthe ho-- 

a C.5. nour. 


48 Deep Hitmniliation. | 
nour and authority. thom haſt. pu 
. upon me; nor regarding the dignity 
and worth of my Eqvals; nor rcjoy- 
cing tn their gifts, advancement, anc 
profperity, as my Own. 

Ry fintul anger, hatred,fecret grud 
ges, injurious ; thoughts, exceſſive 
paſſions, ditradting cares, immode 
rate uſe of diet, labour, reſt, and re 
creation; by reviling, faddening. pre 
voking, grieving Speeches; by falling 
 thort im maintainingmutualtriendſ{hip, 
and in following peace with all men; 
by ſowing diſcord amang, brethren, 
and concealing thetr dangers; unpre 
fitable ar ©e ek — and 
fuppreſing holy ſuggeſtions ; by: pre- 
here; ngth . gs oftime before Eternity; 
or, by whatſoever may tend, not to 
the health, but prejudice of my-own, 
or others Souls or Bodies; not weep- 
ing with them that weep; being 
fen(elets, hard-hearted; unaffected. at 
publick evils, andothers.miferics. 

By unchaſte thoughts, words, pur- 
poſes, affettions, orliſtning to them; 
zet labouring to quench. my flefhly 
pendibe * ,* CONCUs 


- 


| 


| 


concupiſcence, by watching over my 
ſenſes, heart, and ways; not ſhunning 
557-8 all occaſions to, oracts of wrcleanneſs, 
dy in or with my ſelf, or others: not 
keeping my Body and Soul from all 
14-8 filthine(s of Fleſh and Spirit, but- 
vel making iny heart a cage of impure: 
{-& thoughts, my mind a ſtye of the un- 
clean Spirit. 

By unbecoming arts in Bargaining, 
not dealing with others as I would 
they thould withme : not endeavour- 
mg by alt juſt means 'to procure, pre- 
ſerve, and- further the welfare: of 
others as well as my own: By with- 
holding good from them to whom it 
isdue ; ſuffering Chriſt toſtand at,and: 
goaway from my door, hungry, cold, 
naked; fuecourleſs ;- and when the- 
keanneſs of - his cheeks pleaded: pity, 
the hardneſs of my heart would thew 
no compaſſion, | | 

By flandering; back-biting, detra&t- 
ing, reviling, flattering, miſconſtru- 
"ms; diſcouraging, - ſiniſter [1tertions; 
Words, and Adions: liftning to, and. 
fpreading the Faults. of. others Rr_ 
4s. cing 
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50 Deep Þumiliation. 


deing /charitable in my thoughts and 


fpeeches of them ; nat freely acknow- 
Jedging their Gifts/and: Gracesz not 
readily receiving: a good report, but 
willingly admitting'an eviÞ owe 5 not 
diſcouraging - tale-bearers, flatterers, 
{lnderers'; not loving,: defiring, re- 
joicing in, caring, for;: defending -and 
upholding their good wames.; not 
forrowing for, and covering their 
11firmtes 4 but pradifing my ſelf, or 
not hindring i others, ſuch things 
as. raiſe jealouſies and! ſuſpicions , 
procure an i name to my (clf or: 
others: 

By felf-tove, evil —_— 1nOr- 
dinately prizing, and afte&ing, di- 
&ruſttul, diſtrading follicitous care 
and ftudy in getting, keeping, oruſing 
temporaF _ by war with. 
gy own eftate,cnvyuigand'grieving at 
my Nezghbours: yn ns queen 
and affedtions to thingsthat are his. 

- Ang to thefe I have added' multi- 
tudes: of ſins againſt the-GoſpeF; by 
not ſufficiently. cfteeming,, 'admiring, 
and. being; thankful: for: that GE 
; Ve: 
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+ Deep Humiliatfon. 5t 
love in-my Redemption ;/ not loving, 
rejoycing in Chrift and him Crucifed ;, 
not relying on, and owning of him 
in all his'offices> not accounting all' 
- things loſs and dung for+him ; to 
know him, andthe power of his Re- 
furre&ion, -and the fellowſhip of his- 
ſufferings,” and to be made conform- 
able'to his death; that if by any 
means, I might attain unto the Re- 
ſurre&ion of the dead; and be-made 
perfect, as 'my Father which is in 
Heaverr 1s Perfect: Not eſteeming 
his promiſes as my heritage, the joy 
and rejoycing of my heart, exceeding 
great and precious; notapplying thenr 
as I ought to #535 and the rext /ife;, 
F in making me- partaker* of* the- 


vine Nature ; not' thirſting after- 
' Uuffering for) Righteouſneſs, and* 
that poor, mournful, meek, merciful; 
pure + that ſhall be bleſſed ; not 
confeſling, but being aſhamed of Chriſ# 
before men, and my relation to him x 
not denying myſelf, - and taking up: 
my Croſs; and following h;ze- Not 
dbiogall:thingsto the glory ef God 5 
nor 
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nor rejoycing in him always. Not 
receiving, not doing the good z nor im- 
proying time, mercies, judgments, 
foreign perturbations, National diſ- 
contents and divifions, irreligious 
confutions, Domeſtick diſtinguiſhing 
favours, ' as I ought. Receiving the 
grace of God in vain, turning it into- 
wantonnefs z Crucitying the Son of 
God afreſh; tempting, grieving the 
Holy Spirit z hardly forſaking tny be- 
loved fin for thy ſake, who haſt free- 
ly gtven thy only Son for wire, That 
carefulneſs, that clearing of my (elf, 
that indignation, that fear, that ve- 
hement dehre, that zeal, that revenge, 
that watchfulneſs, refolving, and. 
ftriving againſt fn, improving all ad- 
vantages for avoiding and ſubduing 
it : I find not that is wrought mthoſe 
who ſorrow after 4 godly ſort ; nor ap- 
plying my ſelf with all earneſtneſs to” 
the only means of Pardon and Re- 
.conciliation in-the Goſpel. 

Time and ſtrength would fail me, 
to repeat how oft -am partaker-oft 
Family ,, NationaF, Church, other 

men's. 


"_ Deep Humiliation. "$3 


men's /aes;, by ſetting anill example, 
by.provoking, | oboe to, —_— 
ving at, permitting fr, where I might 
correc or hinder it ; hating my Bro- 
ther in my heart, by ſuffermg fin up- 
on- him. | By delightful ſociety with 
evil doers, taking pleaſure in. that 
which ſhould. be the cauſe of my hu- 
miliation, to fee them pave the way 
to Hell with their own hands ; ma- 
king that matter of ſport, which no-- 
thing but the deareſt drop of the 
hearts blood of God could expiate , 
laughing atthat which makes damned 
Souls ſhed rivers of tears : they ſhell 
be damned that have pleaſure inunrigh- 
teauſneſs. By not ſeeking the things. 
of Chriſt as my own, not preferring 
»ſalems above my chief joy : not 
having the care of the Church lying 
upon me. My heart trembles not for 
fear of the Ark; nor is my Soul vex- 
ed from day to day with their unlaw- 
ful deeds among whom TI live. When 
do I go apart and worrs for the fuf- 
ferings of others. , for the ſigns of 
God's anger, for the (ins of the: 
tlmes;, 


54 Deep Dumiſſatfon. 
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times, for Englan#s crying abomina- 


tions ;. or look upon:Lendox, (ah {in- 
ful City) and weep over it? © 

And, Ohthe infirmities, imperfec- 
tions, iniquities of my holy things ! 
Oh how much unpreparednefs, -im- 
penitency, unbelief, pride, hypocriſie, 
unſpiritualnefs, earthlinefs, formali- 
ty, {lightneſs, deadneſs, heartleſneſs, 
diftraction, indifpoſition, wearineſs, 
want of reliſh, - attends my attendance 
on ſogreat a Majeſty ?' Unanſiwerable 
walking, reſting in the meer ovtfide of 
Duties; when T do not enjoy thee in 
them £' 

Even the Holy Communion I have 
too ofterr careleſly neglefted, or un- 
worthily received; in that T have 
not partaken of it as my* neceſſities 
and” opportunities required; nor- ap= 
proached zt with ſuch a-ſolemn' pre- 
paration,. examination, hurmhation; 
and cleanſing the ſecrets of my heart 
from all- ſins nor renewett the Cove- 
rant=conditions, Faith and Repentdyce; 
nor recerved it with that reverent be- 
haviour; and thofe inward diſpoſitr- 
ons x: 
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Deep Þ:milfation. 55 
ons; nor been fo eſpecially carefal 
in making good my ant-engage- 
ments, and Reſolutions, as becomes a 
worthy Communtcant. So that while 
thy Children' go with boldneſs, pre- 
ſent themſelves before thee, arrayed 
i the righteouſnefsof thy Son ; lift- 
ing up their heads with joy, know- 
ing the time of 'celebratirg their Re- 
demption draweth nigh ; I may be hi- 
ding my ſelf in the Dens and Rocks 
of the Mountains, ſaying, fall or me 
and hide me from the Ras of him that 
fits on the Throne : fall of lamentati- 


.on, mourning, and woe, inftead of 
going to the Hauſe of God, the Af- 
..femb 


y of his People, with the voice 
of joy and gladneſs, with a multi- 
tude that keep holy day. While the 
Son of Righteouſneſs riſes with heal- 
ing in hiswings, unto thoſe thatfear 
thy Name; thy wrath may burn a- 
gain{t me as fire, and conſume: me as 
ſtubble, The day of joy and gladneſs, 
feaſting and rejoycing, Sacrifice and 
Atonement to thy ſincere Servants, 
may be a day of wrath and trouble, 
darkneſs, 
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56 Deep Þumiliation. 
. darkneſs and gloomineſs, diſtrefsand 


defolation to me. While they with 
joy of heart, are ſaying, Come let xs 
£0 nnto. the Houſe of the Lord ; Oh onr 
fret ſhall ſland within thy Gates, 'O Si- 
on, thy Courts, O God ! 1 may ay, 
The great day of his wrath is come, and 
who ſhall be able to ſtand 2 Inſtead of 
holding ont the Golden Scepter, thou 
mighteſt break me with arod of Iron, 
and daſh me 1n pieces like a Potter's 


.Veſtel: while they arc rejoycing and 


giving honour to thee at the Supper, 
I might lie under the wrath of the 


. Lamb, (ce them fit down with the ſh 
| King at his Table, and »»y ſelf thruſt I 


out. Thou art ready to entertain 
thoſe that are biddew, but 1 am not 
worthy. For making light of thy Pre- 


-viſron and Invitation, preferring the 


things of the World before it, thou 
mayſt juſtly ſay, I ſhall never taſte of thy 
Srpper : or if I go, it might be not 
for. the better, but for the worſe ; 1 
-might meet with a frown-inſtead ofa 
{mile; a blow, a breach, a curſe, in- 
ſtead of a blefling. Thou _—_ a” 
| ea 


ſtead of Bread, give me a Store; for 
the Cap of the New Teftawent, a Cup 
of wrath and trembling. Thou mayſt 
turn my heart into a ſftowe, inſtead of 
turning my heart of fone into a heart 
of fleſh. 

uy TI am vile, viler than the 
Earth, but look upon »re in thy Son, 
and thou wilt be Reconciled unto 
me: my only hope tis in that grace 
and mercy made known in and 
through him : I have broken thy 
conmands, but he hath fulfilled them; 
affronted thy Juftice, but he hath ſa- 
tisfied it zx deſerved thy wrath, but 


_ kehathendured itz the chaſtiſement 


of-my peace was upon him let the 
merit of his righteouſneſs be upon 
me, and by his ſtripes let me be heal- 
ed. His Blood is my only refage; Oh 
tet it be my atonenrent, or I periſh &- 
ternally. Wherefore didft thou ſhed 
zt, but to ſave ſinners> Remember 
not what. have done againſt thee, 
but what he hath done, and ſuffered 
for we. Oh when I conſider thy 
greatxeſs , and my wmvorthineſs, thy 
purity, 


_— 


purity, and my wncleanneſs ;, thy glory 
and my. vilexreſs, I am confounded, 
and diſcouraged; but when Iconſider 
thy mercy and: wi{dom, bounty and 
goodneſs; readneſs to forgrve, and 
deſire to impart thy ſelf unto thy 
Servants; I am emconraged to come 
unto thee. Thou never deſpiſed(t 
him that called upon thee; or: for- 
ſook any that abode in thy fear : .It 
was never known that any who tru- 
ſted it thee were ever-confounded. 
Oh refpett not the greatzeſs of wy 
offences, but of #hy goodnefs, though 
I have ſo often-broke wy part of that 
Covenant the Sacrament. Seals, ' yet 
. be thou pleaſed to:make good thine, 
be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, 
and remember my. fins and . ini- 
quities no. more. - Thou' knoweſt 
how intolerable-a-thing it 4s to lie 
under thy wrath to all Eternity, and 
therefore "loveſt to do miracles of 
mercy, . becauſe thou loveſt not that 
a ſinner ſhould- periſh. - Have, mercy 
upon me according to the multitude 
of thy tender-mercies,” blot out = 

trant- 


cy wm += ce mmAmYr 


Deep Þ.umiljation. 59 
tranſgreſſions: waſh me throughly 
from mine in1quities, .and cleanſe me 
from all my ſin, with the merit and 
virtue of that preciows Blood which 
thou haſt ſo abundantly ſhed for pe- 
nitent ſinners: ſo ſhall have no ſpot 
in me, for which thou wilt judge me 
at thy Table, or condemn me at thy 
Tribunal. 

Being in Chriſt reconciled unto 
me, give further evidences of thy 
fatherly AﬀeCtion,” by beſtowing.- a 
double Portion of thy Grace upon 
me, now thou calleſt me to th3s Or- 
dinance; and who is ſuffcient for 
theſe things? I have neither a meet 
Sacrifice to offer, nor a meet Temple 
to receive. thee. I know: not what 
to ſay, or do; how to pray, or re- 
ceive, prepare, or behave my ſelf; 
not ſufficient of my ſelf, to think a- 
ny thing as of my ſelf, but my ſuf- 
ficiency is of thee ; the preparation 
of the heart,and anſwer of the tongue 
is from thee; the God, the LE 
the giver of grace, as well as glory; 
that invites all to come unto thee, 
with 
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60 Deep Humilfation. 
with affurance of finding with, 'and 
receiving from thee, whatſoever is 
requiſite for their refreſhment, ſup- 
and comfort ; Ho, every one 
that thirfteth, come ye to the waters ; 
and he that hath no Money, come ye 
buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. 
Thou prepareſt a Table for us in this 
Wilderneſs, where weeat of thy own 
Bread, and drink of thy own Cup ; 
Omitteſt no expreſſion of tender love 
to treat us as a' moſt indvigent F1- 
ther. But ſhall the time of receiving 
come, before thon comeſt into my 
Soul, to ſtir up thy graces in me? 
Canſt thou that ſo lovedſt me, while 
yetin my fins, as to die for me, zeg- 
le me in thee, now I have given my 
ſelf unto thee? Shall I, whoſe onl 


hope is to be ſaved by Chrift, be ſenr 


away with the gx:lt, inſtead of the 
c_— of his Blood > Oh of his ful- 
neſs let me receive, and grace for 
grace: let thy Spirit help mine infir- 
mities, thy grace be ſufficient for me, 
thy ſtrength be made perfe&t, more 

emi- 
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Deep Humiliation. 6x 


eminently manifeſt in weakneſs, Ar- 
ray me with the righteouſneſs the 
Saints are cloathed with, put upon 
me the Lord Jeſus; let me be found 
having on a Weddding-Carment at the 
Wedding-Supper ;, ſuch a preparation. 
of Soul as may qualifke me for it, ſuch 
a degree of reverence and humility, 
ſaving knowledge, godly ſorrow, renew- 
ed repentance, new obedience, Iruely. 
faith, unfeigned love, joy and. thankful- 
weſs, holy deſires, ſelf-denial, ſuitable, 
ſolemn, heavenly meditations, as bc- 
comes a worthy Communicant. O thou 
true food of my Soul, receive me in- 
to thy favour, who am to receive 
thee; quicken me with thy Spirit, 
feed me with thy Fleſh, ſatisfie me 
with thy Blood, vouchſate me thy 
Grace, communicate to: me thy Na- 
ture, let me receive life from thee 
to at and live unto thee, who mea- 
ſureſt not thy gifts by our petitions, 
or deſerts, but our warts, and thy 
OWN. Mercy. 


_ Eat- 
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Earneſt DSupplication fo? Re- 3 
quiſite Qualifications. 


T O go to that Ordinance which 
8. requires all imaginable liveli- 
neſs and ativity,-with dull affeQtions, 
will be my, if through want of di- 
ligent endeavour I get not my Soul 
affected and inflamed, by ſtirring up 
the Graces of God in me ; and whi- 
ther ſball I go for this, but unto thee, 
the author and finiſher of them 2 
How ſhall IT do it but by thee? O 
do it for me. 
Aﬀet my heart with an. 
Hely Reve-' awful reverence , and ſelf-a- 
Humilicy, - baſement , upon my fo near 
approach unto thee in this 
ſolemn Ordinance; towards the great- 
neſs of thy Majeſty with whom I 
there come to renew my Covenant ; 
towards the excellency of thy Son, 
whom I come to receive into my 
Soul ; towards the holineſs of thy 
Spirit, whoſe afliſtance I hope for, 
and by whom I come there to be eſta- 
bliſhed 


.__ Requiſite Qualificat'o19, 63 
bliſhedijn,,y Union and Communi- 
on with Chriſt and his Members. Oh 
how durſt I who am nothing but fol- 
ly..and infirmity,, « miſery and fin, 
= and death,, preſume to come ſo 
nigh..(for behold the Heaven of Hea- 
Ven$ cannot contain) thee, unleſs thou 
hadſt invited, and commanded me ? 
If fo much: Sanftity, Reverence, and 
Devotion, was requiſite as to the Ark, 
the'Tem ple, the receiving thy Law 
Q _—_ all I behave my ſelf now I 
go to receive thy very ſelf; or Com- 
municate with.thee, that deſerves 'not 
tO. come before thee? Oh how Humble 
| ſhould I-be, who am to receive agitt 
of free Grace? The high and lofty 
one. dwells notgin a haughty heart, 
but with him that is of-a contrite, 
humble ſpirit :-nor will he that hum- 
bled himſelfto the death of the Cros, 
be taken into a proud Soul. O that I 
may. therefore have Grace, whereby 
I may ſerve thee acceptably, with re- 
verence, and godly fear,and be cloath- 
ed, not only with the Righteouſneſs, 
but Humility of Chriſt; be low and 

D mean, 


64 @Carneſf Supplication ſoz 
mean, baſe and vile in my own eyes* 
I am not worthy to be called thy Son 
(make me 'as one- of thy - meaneſt 
Servants,) nor of the loweſt room 
at thy Table; O give my fins thy 
pardon, my Soul thy Grace, my per- 
fon and ſervice thy acceptance in'thy 
beloved ; and whatthou doſt convey, 
ſeal to me by what am-to receive, 
Saving Without Knowledge, the 
Knowledge. Heart, the Duty cannot be 
good ; but the Covenant thou haſt 
made with thy people is, they ſhall 
all know thee from the leafs to the great- 
eft. O let me come with Knowledge 
of the nature, neceſſity, uſe, and 
ends of the Ordinance. Dire& me 
how to behave my ſelf at, and me- 
ditate upon thoſe Divine myſteries, 
that T1 may not be a blind - offerer, 
nor bring a blind offering ; but offer 
unto thee a lively Sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable and reaſonable Service ; that 
] may receive with underſtanding, 
difcern the Lord's Body ; look into 
the myſteries of the Sacrament, leſt 
not knowing the meaning, 1 feel _ 
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Requiſite Qualifications, 6&5 


the comfort of it ; but be alienated 
and eſtranged from thee through the 
\_ ger _ Is p bo Ry 
Trove me 4 deep ſenſe of my y 
own wvileneſs ja — =o I 
meſs + take away this Heart of Stone, 
and give me a Heart of Fleſh, that I 
may loath my ſelf in my own fight 
for-mine iniquities, and for mine a- 
bominations z be filled with ſhame 
and forrow, hatred and indignation 
againſt my ſelf, for my offending ſo 
_ and gracious, fo loving and 
untiful a Father, Redeemer and 
Sanfifier : That I may look upon 
him whom I have pierced,and mourn., 
for wy ſms that coſt him ſo dear, 
were the cauſe as well as any other 
mens, of his death, and would have 
coſt me damnation; abominating 
them as the ſcourges and thorns, 
nails and ſpear that aftlifted, crucified, 
the Lord of Glory. The day of 
mourning for himis at hand ; O that 
F-may > ſlay my moſt beloved 
Luſts! be revenged on them for it, 
and for their endeavouring to rob 
D 2 IRC 


66 Earneſf Supplicatfon fo? 
me of my ſpiritual Birth-right, my 
eternal Bleſſedneſs. Let me call to 
mind and be truly ſenſible of every 
fin, and of the evil of it ; and of 
my Saviour's Love manifeſted to me 
in his Sufferings. There where he 
appears moſt Bloody, let fm appear 
moſt deadly ; that I may receive a 
bleeding Chriſt, with a broken con- 
trite Heart ;, a Sacrihce thou wilt not 
deſpiſe, O God, prepare it in me ; 
that being weary and heavy laden, 
thou mayeſt give me reſt. —_— 
And ſeeing thou giveſt 

moe thy ſelf only to thy D; Ci- 
A ples and Friends; work in 
me freſh purpoſes of amendment ; that 
being willing and obedient, I may 
eat the good of the Ordinance, Let 
there be conformity, that there may 
be Communion, IT cannot eat the 
Paſſover and ſtay in Egypt ſtill ; Let 
me do it with my Lois girt, ready 
to march toward the promiſed land. 
Thou confirmeſt thy Covenant, O 
Tant that may perform my part of 

it. Seeing the Covenant of Grace _ 
| on 
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Requiſite Qualifications. 67 


ed, let me ſeal a Covenant f Obedience 
ſeeing by the merits of Chriſts death 
I am purchaſed to be thine ; by the 
power of it, let me. be dead to (in, 
and receive the life of Grace, and 
change my Lite and Converſation ; 
let me bring a wownded heart to, and 
carry wounded fins from thy Table; 
die to ſin, ſeeing Chriſt died for ſin ;, 
let me take him by way of Surety, 
and give up my ſelf to him by way 
of ſurrender ; receive him as a Savi- 
our, and ſubmit to him as a Prince; 
ſet my ſelf apart for thee on that 
Feaſt of Dedication. Let me approach 
with the moſt ſincere fixed reſolutions: 
of an intire reſignation ; and receive 
ſuch grace and (ſtrength from thee, 
as may enable me faithfully to per- 
form them ; that I may find my ſelf 
in the number of thoſe to whom my 


Saviour allows ſuch ſpecial Manifeſt- 


ations of himſelf, by lifting up the 
light of his Countenance upon them, 
by intimating his good will and love 
to them, his fulneſs and righteouſ- 
neſs for them, as ſhews his conſtant 
abade with them. D 3 Let 


638 Earneſt Stupplication fo? 


Be. Let no prophane or unſea- 
_ *?'Y ſonable thought enter intomy 
Mind while I am about that holy 
Solemnity ; let me lay aſide, earthly, 
vain imaginations; drive away all 
drowſineſs, careleſneſs of Spirit z 
that I may contemplate upon, and 
give my (elf up wholly unto him, 
who Sacrificed his Soul and Body 
for me ; and come with ſuch reve- 
rential hungering, and holy affections, 
2Si5.due to the hand that reacheth, to 
the Seal that ſecureth,to the Food that 
ſtreagthneth that ſpiritnal life in us, 
without which we can never be hap- 
Py. O thou that calleſt me unto thee, 
pity my vileneſs, pardon my ſinfulneſs, 
cleanſe me of my filthineſs, enlighten 
. my darkneſs, ſupport my weakneſs ; 
Adorn me with a Wedding-Garment, 
the righteouſneſs of thy Son, and 
holineſs of thy Spirit ; that all my 
nakedneſs may be covered, my great 
deformities hid from thine eyes. Par- 
don me by thy mercy, that I may 
receive thy grace, and fit me there- 
by to receive thy mercy; help = 
Q 
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Requiſite Qualifications, 69 


ſoto accuſe my ſelf, that thou mayſt 
acquit me z ſo to judge and condemr 
my ſelf, that thou mayſt abſolve me; 


ſo to exerciſe a holy revenge upon 


my ſelf; that thou mayſt ſpare me. 
Let thy holy Spirit be thy | "nr 
to provide entertainment for thy Sor 
in my Soul, that he may find it ſwept 
of fin, and, garniſh'd with grace; 
make it day in my Soul by hopes 
and deſires before receive the Sor of 
Righteouſneſs. 

Faith is thy own gift, as _. . 
well as Chriſt; I believe, — 
Lord help my unbelief, that T may not 


only look upon, and remember, but 
_dole in with, and receive himz there 


tendered: Eat his: Fleſh, and drink 
his Blood: apply h:me, as taking on 
himſelf our xatxre, and giving zt as 
2 ranſom for our fins; that I may 
not ſtagger at the Promiſe through 


.unbelief, but be ſtrong in Faith, 


giving glory to God; being fully 
perſuaded that what thou haſt pro- 
miſed thou wilt perform. When F 
ſee Bread and Wine upon the Table, 

D 4 Ict 
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70 CExarnef Supplication fo? 
let me ſee Chriſt there as a Feaſt in 
token of myReconciliation with thee, 
and on the Croſs as a Sacrifice, offer- 
ing up his Body and Blood for me, 
Obſerving the Bread broken, let me 
ſce Chriſt Crucified for, and offer- 
ing himſelf untome : when the Wine 
1s pouring out, let me behold how 
his Blood was ſhed for me. As I re- 
ceive Bread and Wine for my bodily 
ſuſtenance, ſo cauſe me to feed on, 
digeſt and improve his body and 
blood ; having the ſame expeation 
of Spiritual and Eternal life from him, 
that Lhave-of temporal life from my 
food. Let me eat not only the Bread 
of the Lord, but the Bread which #s 
the Lord ; that as by my ſenſes I re- 
ceive the Elements to my Corporal, 
ſo by Faith I may receive and apply 
him to my Spiritual nouriſhment. Let 
theOrdinance be a lively reſemblance, 
remembrance, and application of the 

ſufferings, and earneſt of the Supper 
of the Lamb. Let Chriſt be ſo lively 
ſet forth, as if Crucified before my 
eyes, dying for me: that velonng 
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Requifite Qualifications, » 
and embracing him, and even putting 
my fingers into the print of the nails, 
in his hands and feet, and thruſtin 
my hand into his fide ; I may be F- 
fully perſuaded of his ſuffering for 


me, that I may not be faithleſs but 


believing ; ſaying, my Lord and my 


God, he loved me and gave himſelf for 


me ; my beloved js-mine and I am his. 
O that I may ſo touch him, as I may 
find and feel ſtrength, Peace, virtue 


_ come from him, and be healed of all 


my uncleanneſles ; that they may not 
be unto death, but unto the glory of 
thy mercy in pardoning, and grace in 
purifying (o polluted a Wretch. That 
it may be the food, the feaſt of my 


| graces; the poiſon, the Funeral ofmy 


corruptions.. Let me ſo feed upon his: 
bleſſed Body, and bath my Soul in his: 
precious Blood, that my Soul may 
magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit re- 
joice in God my Saviour ; whom ha - 
ving not ſeen I may love, 1m whom 
though I ſee him not, yet believing, 
I may rejoice with joy n::ſpeakable and 
fall of glory. Circumciſe my heart 

Ds to- 
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to Love thee with all my Soul, 
Gwe. ind with all my ſtrength. Let 
my heart be raviſhed with this infi- 
nite mercy in thee to ſ-rful miſerable 
#1ax in contriving, and giving ſo 
glorious a Redeemer, and/Redempti- 
on to ſave him; and now in preſent- 
ing us with ſuch Seals of his Love, 
and admitting us into ſonear, ſo holy 
a Communion: For this Iet me be 
conſtrained into love to thee, and 
thy Son, and to man for his ſake x 
and into a ſtedfaſt yow of livingand 


and forgive, do and ſuffer any thing 
for thee. Let me be filled with holy 
Raptures, joys and hopes in this thy 
fo great a goodneſs, which having 
done this, will deny me nothing, 
(and maugre the rage and malice of 
hell) not {ce my ſoul loſt, for whom 
all this is done. Oh let me meet with 
firong endearments of AﬀeGrons ; 
melting and flowing over towards. 
thee, Ianguifhing with defires to en- 
joy thee, even turned into, made up 
ef love for thee; that I may be the 

Duſci- 


dying to thy ſervice; thatI will give 
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Requiltte Qualificarions, 73 
Diſciple whom thou /oveſ?, and layeſt 
1m thy Boſom. O deal with me as 
thou often doſt with them that draw 
near to thee: though I burn not with 
ſo hot a flame, yetthrough thy grace 
I crave it of thee; that I may parti- 
cipate with, and be numbred amongſt 
fuch fervent Lovers. If I cannot ſay 
I am ſick of love, yet T am fic& that I 
cannot love thee. There wilt thou 
oo me thy lcye> admiſſion to more 
amiliar fellowſhip with thee, clearer 
manifeſtations, ſenſible feeling and 
aſſurance of thy love and affefiorr 
unto me, that I am beloved of thee. 
Give me grace to love the Lord Jeſus. 
in ſincerity ; let himdwellin my heart 
by Faith and Love; that beingrooted 
and grounded in Love, I may be able 
to comprehend with all Saints, what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and heighth, and to know the Love 
of Chriſt which paſles Knowledge z: 
Eet the remembrance of him pierce: 
me with grief,tranſport me with love, 
_—_ my will, engage all my af- 
fections to him. and for him.. And let 

mg 


24 Earneſt Supplication fo? 
me know that Tam paſſed from death 
to life, becauſe I love the Brethren, 
Shed abroad thy- Love into my cold 
frozen heart, and inflame it with fer- 
vent affeCtions to thee and thine. While 
my Love is burning towards thy (elf, 
O how can it chooſe but be imparted 
to thy Friends, who fincerely love 
thee, and on whom thou haſt ſet thy 
heart, and ſhed thy Love,. and to 
whom thou haſt given thy Spirit, 
whereby they are madelikeunto thee} 
Let thoſe be lovely in my eyes to 
whom Chriſt is precious. Let none of 
us come to that Love-Feaſt with un- 
charitable Spirits. Oh that our Fa- 
ther in Heaverrmay look down upon 
his Children feaſting together in mu- 
tual loyeand delight, in the remem- 
brance of all that Love he hath ſhewn 
unto us, with joyful expeCtations of 
what further he hath promiſed tous. 
Let me not fit ſad and 

Fo dogg dejected, as if I liked not 
"—_— the Provifion,or thought 
my ſelf not welcome. Make this mag- 
nificent ſolemn Feaſt, theſe Celeſtial 
Viands 


— oi = om os te $ as 


Requifite Qualifications. 5 
Viands wherewith thou feedeſt thy 
People, by the gracious, comfortable 
diſcoveries of thy ſelf, a Spiritual 
Banquet unto.my Soul, a Feaſt of fat 
things, a Feaſt of Wine on the Lees, 
of fat things full of Marrow, of Wine 
on the Lees well refined ! Do notonly 
ſtand and knock, but open the door of 
my heart; vouchſafe to come in and 
abide with me, that there may be a 
comfortable converſe : ſup with me 
and let me ſup with thee, that Lmay 
be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
nefs of thy houſe, (feel andfind a- 
bundance of Soul-ſatisfation in the 
Ordinance) and do thou make me 
drink of the River of thy pleaſure : 
quench my thirſt after carzal, and let 
me be filled with Divine pleaſures, ra- 
viſhments, and contentments,flowing 
from the inexhauſtible fountain of 
Divine Plenty, Let my Soul be fatiſ- 
fied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and 
my mouth praiſe thee with joytullips. 
Letme come before thee with thanks- 
ping,and raiſe thee with my whoſe 

eart. Let there beAngels work at _ 
gels 
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Is food ; make me joyful in thy 
ouſe of Prayer.By and for him let.me 
offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, 
the fruitof my lips giving thanks un- 
to his name in the great COIN 
and praiſe thee among much people. 
ou art ready to give ſupport and 
; —amarmpygiens bread to the 
Spiritue! PBungry; and the water of 
26% _— life to him that is. athirſt. 
Thou art not ſtraitned in 
thy ſelf, but T am ſtraitned in my own 
Bowels ; the deſire and the meat, the 
feeling of our meceſſity and relief, are 
all from thee. O thou that provideſt 
that Heavenly food, give alſo a ſuit- 
able reliſh and digeſtion. Bid, and 
make me welcome; {ay, eat, O Friend ; 
drink, yea drink abundantly, O Be- 


loved! Ocreate and ſtir up1n me ear- 


neſt longings and a Spiritual Appetite; 
that I — indo of the 
good things thou haſt prepared for 
me; with enlarged affetions, and 
deſires after, anſwerable to my need 
of the Ordinance, and Chriſt offered 
mm it, as full nouriſhment for my —_ 

er 
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ander the forms of Bread and Wine; 
and with ſtrong expeCations to re- 
ceive him and his benefits. With de- 
fire let me defire to eat this Paſſover ; 
open my mouth wide that thou mailſt 
fill it : As the Hart panteth after the 
water-brook, ſo let my Soul pant after 
thee, O God. 
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AX D now, O gracious God, leave 
' k menot tothe dulneſs, the dead- 


nefs, the hardneſs, the i itency, 
the unbelicf, the barre f the 
earthlineſs, the impotency, the diſ- 


traftion of my own Heart / O enrich 


the Ordinance with thy. own  Pre- 


fence. While the King itteth at His 


Table let my Spikenard ſend forth the 


+ fmell thereof. Deſcend into my 


Heart by the Excitations of thy 
Grace, and Influences of thy Joy ; 
and let me aſcend unto thee by the 
exerciſe of Grace, and piousaddreſles. 
Awake thou North-wind, and come 
thon South, blow upon my Garden, 
that the Spices. thereof may flow out: 


73 TheCEvening Cloſe, 
make every Grace in my Soul lively, 
active and fragrant , by the breath- 
ings and inſpirations of thy holy Spi- 
'rit. O abide-with me becauſe it 
draweth towards the time of Recerve- 
ing; what do I there, if thou be nat 
there? If thy preſence go not along 
with me, carry me not hence. Let 
Chriſt appear unto, and be known of 
me i: breaking of Bread ;, let me carry 
away.notonly Bread, but Light, Life, 
and Health ; that with open face, be- 
holding as in a glaſs the glory (the 
love, the mercy, and goodneſs) of 
the Lord, I may be changed into the 
ſame Image, from glory to glory, c- 
ven as by the Spirit of the Lord, O 
Tet me remember , and do thou re- 
member what thy Son hath ſuffered, 
that T may be thankful, and thou ſo 
ſenſibly gracious unto tne, that I may* 

e and ſee how good the Lord is. 

I am altogether unworthy of my 
defires; but what thou doſt for any, 
is not becauſe they are worthy , but 
b-cauſe it pleaſeth thee to doe for 
thine what they ask of thee accord- 


wg 
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ing tothy Will. With what confi- 
dence- go we to Market with Money 
in our hand 2 we doubt not of retur- 
ning without our errand ; O we 
would come as confidently to thee, 
expecting the giving out of grace to 
us, as if we were able to purchaſe it : 
for thon haſt bid us, come, buy Wine 
and Milk without Money, and without 
price; and haſt promiſed,” and art 
more willing to give the Sprrit to 
them that ask it, than Parents Bread 
to their Children, which they cannot 
deny, whatever ſhift they make for 
it, Our love-to'6nr Children is but © 


: hatred ; our Compaſiion hardneſs; 


our Bowels Rocks, in compariſorr of 
thine to thine. Why then wilt thou 
not hear me ? turneſt thou a deaf ear 
tome? Canſt thoudeny me ? Did a- 


[ny of the Seed of Jacob ſeek thy face 


m vain? - Who ever approached to 
this overflowing Fountain of ſweet- 
neſs, but carried away ſome drops ? 
or fate by ſo great a flame, and re- 
ceived not ſome warmth from it 2? 


' Why then lies-my Soul fo cold, fo 


frozen, 
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frozen, ſodead before thee? O wilt 
thou-not relieve a hungry Beggar? 
Wilt thou not grant the requeſt of an 
unportunate Petitioner ?' Shall I go 
away empty from an inexhauſtible 
Treaſure? Hungry from a Feaſt? 
Dry from a Fountain > Cold from 
the Sun? Sad and comfortleſs from 
a Feaſt of love Oh! make it a type 
and earneſt. of our Eternal Banquet: 
Lead me to that by Faith and 
and Seal me to it in Spirit and Conſei- 
ence; let me enjoy thy lightſome, re- 
viving y in this ſtate of ab- 
ſence and obſcurity. - Away my Soul 


- 62 eo ond wan 


from this dark, deceitfal , vexing 
World; love not thy Diſeaſe, thy 
Fetters, thy Calamities; join not with 
thoſe that take up their reft on this 
fide Heaven, ſaying, it is good to be 
here, Woe is me that I ſojourn in 
 Meſech; that I dwell in the Tents of 
Kedar, that I remain in this ſinful, 
polluting place, among a ſ{trangePeo- 

le, and am kept ſo long from my 

ather's Houſe. O that I had wings 
like a Dove, then would I flie away 


and 
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and be at reſt ; loe, then «would I 
wander far off , and remain in the 
Wilderneſs ; I wonld live in the foli- 
tarieſt place of the Earth , for ny 
greater freedom fromſin, and enjoy- 
ment of God. This flattering, vex- 
ing World ſhould foon ſee me quit it ; 
my baſe heart ſhould ſoon be rid of 
me, rather than undergo their unceſ- 
ſant troubles : I would: haſten my eſ- 
cape from the windy ſtorm and Tem- 

. O wretched man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the botly of this 


. death 2 which ſo oft troubles, grieves, 


and overclouds me, diſtratts and hin- 


"ders me, allures and intangles me? 


_ ſhall —_— rift Y_ 
allying,, roving and repining, Iret- 
ting and Jifontingd When ſhall Fon- 
ly talk and walk with thee? be com- 
poſed and fixed; Spiritual and Hea- 
venly ; love, chuſe, and obey thee ? 
delight, rejoice, joy and glory in thee? 
O when wilt thon unlooſe the cords 
of this tottering Tent 2 When ſhall 
.this Myd-wall crumble into duſt ? 
When ſhall my Earthly houſe - _ 

aber- 


- ming 2 Why tarry the Wheels of his 


. vouchſafe us ſome beams of thy di- 
. recting, conſolatory 1:ght, in this our 
. darkneſs;' and be not as a Stranger 
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Tabernacle be diſſolved > When ſhall 
I be carved tothoſe Eternal Manſiony 
Why 1s his Chariot fo long in co-l 


Chariot 2 Hath he: not ſped ? Hath 
he not divided his gifts > Hath he 
not obtained his purchace? Hath he 
not prepared a place for me? Shall 1 
ever be at home in the Body, and 
abſent from the Lord > Make haſt, 
© thou whom my Soul loveth, and 
come in Glory, as thou firſt cameſt in 
Humility ; and conform them to thy 
ſelf in Glory , whom thou make} 
conformable tothy Sufferings and Hu- 
mility. Keep up our Faith, our Hope, 
and -our Love; ' by the Exercife of 
them let us have our Converfation 
with thee in Heaven ; and daily 


to-thy ſcattered Flock, thy diſconſo- 
late Spouſe, in this diſtant ſtate, this 
deſolate Wilderneſs. O ſhew thy ſelf 
more clearly to us ; - teſtify to our 
Souls that thou art our Head and S4- 
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viogr.z "that we abide in thee by the 
Spirit which thou haſt given us, a- 
biding and overcoming 1n us, and as 
thy Agent preparing us for eternal 
Life, -Let not our darkneſs, nor thy 
ſtrangeneſs, feed our odious xnbelief; 
nor my corrupt habits choak or ſmo- 
ther my new reſolutions and ſweet 
meditations. : Theſe weak waverin 
thoughts, - theſe faint deſires, theſe 
ſickly affte&tions in my Soul will not 
live a mph, unleſs my gracious God 
interpoſe his power, - preſerve and 
cheriſh them.O ſeeing thou haſtgiven 
me grace to beſtow ſome ſmall pains 
on my heart, and to conceive ſome 
- good hopes, let them not be daſht in 
pieces in ſo ſhort a moment: ſpread 
the wings of thy Mercy over me, and 
maintain that, which not I, but #hy 
Spirit hath wrought in me; let me 
find all, when I awake, let me be 
ſtill with-thee, O bleſſed Trinity, fo 
whom be aſcribed all Honour, and 
Glory, now and for ever. Amen. 


The 
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"A H, where am I? What do 

all the Children of the Bride- 
Chamber are up and ready, and I 
ſlumbering in my Bed ! Tell me, ye 
faireſt, what made you xp fo early, 
and _— ſo ſoon? Alas, our Lord 
was up before us all ; he called us up 
by break of day, and wondered we 
were not trimming our Lamps, nor 
decking our felves, knowing with 
whom we were to meet, to Feaſt to 
day. Our beloved ſpake, and faid 


ones and come away. This is the day 


we welcome it with ſufficient joy and 
thankfulneſs, for the approach of fo 
great a bleſling, that brings our Sa- 
viour ſo near unto us ? 

'Tis too too late ; I will ariſe and 
get me ready ; but where are my 
Cloths ? O how-poor, how empty, 
how naked am I? O for a heart wo 
0 


The Canmuaion BDozning Dreſs, - 


= 


unto us, Riſe up my Love, my fur 


which the Lord hath made, we will 
rejoice and be glad in it. How ſhould \ 
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of holy breathings and defires! Oh 
for the Graces of Knowledge, Faith, 
Repentance and Humility, Love, and 
Thankfalneſs, and fincere Reſoluti- 
ons of new Obedience ; to adorn me 
with ! Iam -never dreſt till they be 
on. 

Ah this vain World, this envious 
Devil, this evil, deceitful Heart, hath 
got, or hid them from me. - Behold 
the Brid cometh and I am not 
ready : How can I dare go to day ? 
Now will my Lord when he comes in 
to ſee his gueſts ; looking over them, 
ſay, where is ſuch 4 one? was he not 
bidden > T am fure I invited him. IfI 
go nndreſt, he will ask, how came I 
m,not having ona Wedding-Garment? 
to either I {hall be fpeechleſs. Ah 
fooliſh, careteſsheart! to let Earrhbly 
entangle thy Heavenly thoughts,which 
heed and care might have prevented : 
my horrible negligence and guiltineſs 
makes me tremble to go, yet not dare 
to keep away ; for where ſhould my 

Huted Soul be wafſht, but in that 

ountain ſet open for fin and unclean- 
neſs. Oh 


86. , _. The Communion ., 
...Oh: thou that wilt in no-wiſe caſt 
off him that cometh. unto thee ; diſ- 
intangle my thonghts from all thingy 
below; over-look my manifold weak- 
neſles and: imperfeCtions. , If I knew: 
nothing by my ſelf, yet were I nat 
thereby juſtified, .F have no' Righte- 
ouſneſs. of my:;own, and if I had, 1 
would not mention z# before thee 
though I were Righteows, and had the 
greateſt fitneſs and perfection a crea- 
ture is. capable. of, yet: would -I-not 
anſwer. thee; I would not plead; but 
ſupplicatez, notſtand upon my Right, 
but petition thy Favarr 5 nSt expet 


thy Juſtice, but crave thy +44) I 
e 


would make ſupplication. to my 

The Rz Hreoafoef of man'is not plead- 
able bikes a Righteows God : if thou 
ſhouldeſt-be extream to mark what 
1s done amiſs, by the beſt men, inthe 
beſt aCtions,O Lord,who could ſtand? 
We are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags; 
my perſon is loathſome andabomina- 
ble; - my preparation and beſt perfor- 
wauces carry in them matter of my: 


own 
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own death and indiqment, except 
thou (oh) cover them with the Robe 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and ſprinkle 
them with his blood, they can find 
no acceptance with thee. 

And Oh! thou who for our ſakes 
took'ſt upon thee our paſſions and 
ſenſibilities, our weakneffes and ſuffer- 
ings; ſo art become a merciful High 
Prieft, and pitiful to our infirmities, 
receive 'a wearied Sinner, an over- 
burthened Conſcience, an afflicted, 
polluted Soul into thy care, cuſtody, 
and cure. The humility and ſorrow, 
love and purity of any Creature, is 
not ſufficient to make- me worthy to 
be fed with thy Body, nouriſht with 
thy Blood, united to thee, to dwell 
and -be one with thee ; but what I 
cannot be of ty ſelf, let me be made 
of thee, who of God art made unto 
us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San&i- 
fication and Redemption. O, weigh 
thine own, not my merit; that I may 
offer np an Odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing un- 
to thee by Chriſt Jeſus ; the life of 
; E them 
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them that believe, and the Reſur- 
refion.'of the dead. From him 1 
hope for vittory againſt my ſins, 
ſtrength induty againſt myweakneſles, 
ſuccour in my life againſt temptation, 
in my death againſt deſpair, after 
death againſt damnation. I preſume 


 uponthy help, not becauſe I have des 


ferved it, for I have been an unpro- 
fitable ſervant, but becauſe thou __ 

redeemed me, for thy Blood cannot 
unprefitable. Help me, if not for 
my miſery which I have deſerved, 
yet for thy mercies which thou haſt 
promiſed ; for thy goodneſs is more 
ready to forgive, than thy power to 
uniſh ; and-thy blood cries louder 
or Pardon, than my fins for Punyſh- 
ment. Thou haſt not yet forgiven 
{o much as thou haſt promiſed, nor 
promiſed more than thou haſt -pur- 
chaſed. Hath thy Blood ſatisfied for 
more ſins than I can commit, and ſhall 
it not ſatisfic for thoſe I have for- 
ſaken, and dofeteſt? Haſt thou pur- 
chaſed Mercy for more than repent, 
and wilt thou not ſhew it on thoſe to 
| whom 
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whom thou haſt given Repentance ? 


Haſt thou been ſo long calling, that 
thou ſhould(ſtat laſt reje& me ? ſo lon 

promiſingSalvation,thatthou houldit 
at-laſt deny me ? I am thy Debtor for 
| hace, 'but thou art »1ine for 


. the Promiſe. Tcould not oblige thee 


by-my deſert, but thou haſt obliged 
thy ſelf by thy Word. I plead not 
the merit: of my Obedience, but the 
mercy of the Covenant, which thy 
Love and Mercy moved thee to make, 
and thy Truth tyes thee to perform : 
Free grace made thee a promiſer, and 
thy promiſe hath made thee a Debtor. 
Thou art not more free in making 
promiſes, than faithful in making then 
good : 4 God that heepeth Covenant to 
a thouſand Generations. | 
And O that T could now 

lay aſide my Body with my 7% Set 
_—_ put off this outward ; 
man for a more naked, inward, fpi- 
ritual fight, that my mind might be 
rendred more ſenſible of hin; fit to 
receive. a deeper impreſſion from his 
Hand, that nothing but him might 
—_ .- -Þ2 enter | 
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enter in. Away, be gone,/'ye wan- 
dring, worldly, vain thoughts, for 
I am going to my God: ſtirnot up, 
nor diſturb the beloved of my Soul ; 
come not near, to diſpleaſe him, 'or 
to call me away from entertaining and 
enjoying of him: yea (Lord) bid 
them be gone, and not dare to ap« 
pear before thee. It 1s the Voice of 
iy Beloved, I hear him inviting me 
to his Table ; I ſee himcoming to en- 
tertain me ; let all fleſh be filent in 
his preſence. 

Welconee holy thoughts and pure 
deſires; O happy time wherein I 
may imbrace my Savioxr, ' and ſolace 
my ſelf in the arms of my deareſt 
Love! Awake my Underſtanding, 
Will, and Aﬀe@ions; Awake my 
Glory, and my Heart ; awake all ye 
Powers, Faculties, and Graces of my 
Soul, and all that is within me be 
ſummoned in, ſtirred up, and wholly 
bent to attend his ſervice. My coſt- 
lieſt Box of Ointment cannot be be- 
ſtowgd better than on my Saviour : 
my greateſtcare and caution, love and 
labe , than1n has Service. And 


And how ſhall T put my _ 
heart into a flame of Love, famed with 
a frame to meet him, bet- £w« 
ter than by conſidering the wonders 
of his love unto me 2 Oh how free, 
wnmerited, diſintereſted ! preventing 
not only our defires, but our krow- 
ledge, ſurpaſſing our wiſhes, as well 
as our deſerts. 

- He loved ws firſt. Had we deplored 
our. Apoſtacy, returned before in- 
vited, .made the firſt overtures of Re- 
conciliation with him; this had 
carried ſomething of inducement for 

rocuring his /ove : But, that he who 
had recezved the injury, {hould ad- 
dreſs himſelf to him that did it ; that 
the offended party (hould pray, and 
beſeech the offexedey to be reconciled > 
that he whoſe rzght was to puniſh, 
ſhould fr/f# offer terms of grace and 
pardon to them that had done hinr 
all the wropg, and make Compenſa- 
tion of it to himſelf! Hereiz is Love, 
not that we loved him, but that he 
toved us firft, even before we had a 
being; ſo little could we deſerve it, 
E 3 that 
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that our felicity in his decrees, pre- 
ceded our exiſtence in the World. 
His goodneſs is ſo intirely its own 
principle, and motive, that even our 
Creation (ſince which alone wecould 
pretend to merit it) is the effe&t of 
it, as well as our Redemption. When 
no eye pitied, no perſon interceded, 
no hand could relieve, he viſited and 
redeemed #s, unable to add to, or di- 
miniſh his Effential Happineſs. If 
thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou unto 
him? If thou be righteous, what 
giveſt thou him? our beſt ſervices 
are dues, not tributes; not to advan» 
tage him, but todiſcharge our ſelves; 
asacknowledgments we have all from 
him. He doth us good, not becauſe 
we are, but he is liberally ſo. The 
fire we kindle on Gods Altar, warms 
and erliehtens ws, but not Heaven at 
ſo diſtant a remove; nor is wanted in 
in the Region of this Sw, which 
ſhines upon us Dunghils, not out 
of any invitation his Beams find there, 
but becauſe 'tis his Natzreto be freely, 
obligingly diffuſive: nor ts diſturbed 
or 
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or loſes its light, but we by turning, 
away our Eyes, or ſending up the 
black and noyſom Vapours of our 
Luſts, IT carmot but ſtand amaz'd at 
the low ſtoop of thy Sacred Majeſty ! 
Thon took'ſt not on thee the ature 
of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham - 
they are bound in chains of darkneſs, 
whillt thou art drawing us with cords 


of Love: Thou ſparedſt not them, 


and ſparedſt not thy Son for us. 
What admiration /and aſtoniſhment 
can anſwer thy boundleſs Condeſcen- 
tion? that thou (who had(t married 
mfinitely below thy ſelf, if with the 


- moſt ſpotleſs, ancienteſt, honour- 


ableſthouſeofthy Creatures, ſhouldſt 
take polluted duſt and aſhes into thy 
boſom! yea, thou paſleſt by all o- 
thers as nettles and thorns, while thy 
Church is in thine eye as the Roſe of 
$haron ; and the Lily of the Valleys. 

He loved us when Enemies; not 
only when we were not at all, in- 
capable of being amotive to his love, 
but when worthy of his deteſtation.. 
To have ſpared ovr [ves had been un- 


E 4 expected, 
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expected, undeſerved mercy 5 who 
finds his enemy and lays him not? 
. wasever eycenamoured on deformity? 
or /ove ſet upon filthineſs and putre- 
fa&ion? but behold ! Irunning away 
from him, hating of him; he loving 
me, following of me, intreating my 
return ; I undoing, he pitying my 
Soul ; I finding his arms open to in- 
brace me, againſt whom I was lifting 
up my hand ; for when we were with- 
out ſtrength, Chriſt died for the un- 
godly ; and as foul, as ugly, asloath- 
ſom, as forlorn, as ſin-could make 
me, eſpouſed me to himſelf 5 open- 
ed his Heart to lodge in it his profef- 
ſed Enemy, that trod/him under foot: 
his Bowels yearned toward thoſe, 
who raked into them with their 
bloody hands; his heart burnt with 
affection to thoſe that cruelly pierced 
It ; when we were fighting, in Re- 
bellion, he was dying; when we 
had the weapons in our hands, he 
had the Spear in his fide. Herein 
God commended his love to us, in 
that while we were ſinners Chriſt died 
tor 
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for us 3 ſhewed as great love and 
kindneſs, to the greateſt Enemy, as 
could be ſhewn'to'the deareſt Friend ;; 
and received me not tomercy only, 
but tothe endearment of a Sor. That 
the General fhould die for the Soul- 
ditr, the Phyſcian tor the Patient, the + 
Workman for the Work, the Paſtor for 
the Flock, the Maſter forthe Servant, 
the Juſt for the Unjuſt, the Innocent 
for the Guilty, the Shepherd for the 
Sheep, the Prince for the Rebel, the 
Lord of Gloxy for the Children of 
Diſobedience ;, he that was without alt 
fn, for him that was without all Righ- 
teouſnefs, God for Man ; to wound a 
Darline to ſtanch the blood of & 
Traitor ;, for the Judgeto pardon;and 
put himſelf into the MulefaFors 
Cloths and ſtead, and ſuffer for him; 
to dye for thoſe that killed him z; 
and bleed .to waſh his own blood 
from their hands that ſpilt it; with 
the kind Balfam-Tree, whoſe healing 
wounds weep ſoveraign Balſam. to 
cure thofe that made-them: that he 
ſhould” interpoſe his own” Breaſt to- # 
| E 5 recclve. 
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receive in thoſe mortal wounds dne 
to us : and that while profeſſing ow 
ſelves his Fromng jog teen p 
War againft,him ; to ſpare our lives, 
loſe he ow ; that he ſhould ſo low 
#5, as to give himſelf for ws, 1s ſuchg 
ſo loving ws, as we may ever admire, 
but can never ſufficiently magnihe. 
He loved #5 unto Death.. No ſoon- 
er born than Perſecuted, nor circum- 
ciſed than deſegn'd for the ſlaughter. 
; Behold the God of Heaven flying in 
a Womans arms from the Z of 2 


mortal man : The God of Iſrael dri- 
ven to be nurſed out. of the boſom of 
his Church. He that made the Hex 
ven of Heavens, ſubjedt to, if not 
bufily working in the homely Trade 
of a poor Foſter-father. The owner 
of all, poſſeſſing nothing,, but the 
punifhment due unto our fins, He 
that commands-the Devils to their 
Chains, tranſported, and tempted by 
that prefumptuous, Spirit. God all- 
fufficient, expoſed -to, hunger and 
thirſt, wearineſs and danger, grict 
and contempt, reproaches, _— 
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and calumnies; blafphemed of thoſe 
whoſe God he had always been in a 
peculiar manner”; {treightned in the: 
womb, vexed in the World, abaſed' 
from the Cratch to the Croſs, rejeCt-- 
ed by Churles, perſecuted by Wretches, 
tempted by Reprobates ; and. yet the- 
Som of: man muſt ſuffer many things; be: 
ſold'and caught, bound and'dragged,. 
arraigned and condemned, ſtript and' 
fcourged, reviled and beſmeared, pier-- 
&&d and gored, 'and'then it 3s finiſhed. 
Thou ſeemeſt now (O bleſſed: Re- 
deemer) to have finiſhed in thy Paſſion; 
what thou hadſt continually ſuffered! 
mthe. whole courſe of thy Life. How 
many /xves underthe vaſlallage of am 


"enemy; fare better than thou didf(t,, 


from ungrateful Maz whom: thou: 
amelt to ſave * Thy whole life was: 
but a continual Paſſion, thy* Birth: 
and Death but one protradted' At; 
Chriſtmas-day, and Good-Friday but 
the Evening and Morning of .thy” 
Paſſion 3 thou found'ſt' x Golgotha: 
even in Bethlehem, others die: Mars 
tzrs; butthou waſt. born oze — 


Beaſts;, 
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Beaſts, livedſt amongſt worſe, and 
diedſt amongſt Thieves. Bleflednefs 
is made not Earth only but woe, to 
bring Earth from woe to Bleſledneſs. 
Behold him now ( O my Soul) 
hanging upon the Crofs (and th 
Sins putting him into that goes} 
faying, weep not for me that endure it; 
but weep for your ſelves that cauſe it: 
read in me the cruelty of your fins; 
fee how barbarouſly they have uſed 
me, how miſerably I am tcrn and 
wounded by you : how many thorns 
in this Crown of thorns are your fins? 
how my blood, with my warmeſt 
tove runs out to fetch you home to 
God. O my Head, my Side, my 
Hands and my Feet! Look through 
th:ſe gaping wounds, into my heart, 
pierced firſt by Love, and then by a 
wpear for you. Was ever any Sor- 
row, or Love like unto mine? Can I 
do more than die for you > will you 
not be perſuaded what an evil and 
bitter thing /@ is unto' me 2 Do you 
not fee how it rakes. mto my Side, 
and tears my very Heart? how gree- 
F 
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dily it ſucks my Blood; Behold the 
its it diggeth, the very print of its 
Nails ſee the very place where it 
hath thruſt its Spear. Canſt thou 
hug and imbrace bloody Parricides ? 
ſhew any kindneſs to ſo deadly an 
enemy £ harbour them that have uſed 
me thus? You ſay you are my 
Friends'; will yon not take tay part 
againſt them £ have not all theſe 


wounds mouths enough to perſuade 


you to fall out with fin? Would you 


| have me ufedthus again > Could you 


find im your heart to ſee me once 
more upon a Gibbet 2 Will you tear 
open my wounds (Crucifie me) a- 
freſh ? Elſe why cannot you be pre- 
vailed with by this fight > why do 
you not ſpit inthe Face of your ſors 2 
do all the deſpite you can unto, re- 
venge me pertealy upon them? nail 
them unto my Croſs, it you would 
have me embrace you? 

Oh! I figh nnto thee for want of 
Grief for thy grievous fufferings: O- 
that I conld turn ny {If into tears, 
that I might waſk the wounds _— 
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have made! abhor myſelf, who have 
fo, cruelly. offended and tormented 
thee, who am the very party whoſe 
offences have brought thoſe miſerable 
torments and death. upor thee 2 Oh 
how muſt this needs ingage me ts 
purſue them to death, that in the eye: 
of all the; World brought. ſo great 
ſhame, and-pain, and amazement otr 
the Lord of Life and Glory ? Oh,that 
all my finful paſſions, my corrupt 
affections and-inelinations, may now 
receive their mortal wound; never 
tolive again? Oh, that the thoughts 
of my dying Redeenier, the ſight of 
yonder blood, the ſeeing but the 
Image of his Death- may fill me with: 
courage- and refolution, actually. to 
mortifie every. Luſt, | as; before they 
were virtually; Crucified' upon his 
Croſs, by the- meritoriouſnels of his 


death! Oh, that I may never ſuffer- 


them to live more, when I conſider, 
that, becauſe of them Chriſt died ! 
Oh,. that I may. be pricked at) the 
heart, when in- that. mirror-I look 
upon him: whom: I have a ' 
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Oh, that I may offer .up unto hin 
the Sacrifice of 2 broken and a con- 
trite heart, for thoſe Sins he made 
his Soul an Offering for! that Sin 
may not reign in my. mortal _ 


that I may not obey it in the Luſt: 


thereof. 

And now what remains, _ 
but- that I renew a quick RP 
and lively fenſe of the 


'Exds of this Rite, and of mine in 


- 


gong, and what lies hid under the 
remony ? - Oh: my Soul F whither 
aft thou-going > what is that Table 
which I ſee yonder ſpread: for us ; 
and what is thy chict deſign in going 
to it > what means that broken bread 
that is provided? for what end was 
that Body Crucified 2 do men uſe to 
drink a Cup of Blood ? Oh, let me 
enter into the ſeoret of-this myſtery, 
and my own heart's! 

Renouncing. my own Righteouſneſs 
and Preparation z, mthy name,merits, 
mediation, ſtrength. and Righteonſ- 
neſs:; i obedgence to thy command 
and thy Followers Pradtice 5. to re- 
nev 
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new 'my Covenant with thee; ' to 
commemorate and be affeted, with 
thy death; to own and encreaſe 
Spiritual Union andCommunion wit 
thee, and thy Members; to further 
my joy in' the Holy Ghoſt, peace of 
Conſcience, and hopes. of Eternal 
Life z for the nouriſhment of my 
Soul; to get power againſt my ſins; 
to at, excite, and ſtrengthen my 


graces; to make neg Can of 
e 


thy blood ; to have the Covenant 
of Grace, with all its Bleſſings fealed 
unto me, PFwill g2 into thy Table. O 
ſtir up in me thirſting deſires after, 
and ſtrong .Expectations to receive 
theſe blefled ends and benefits ; and 
do thon make them good unto me. 

p ary wo nkina, now Im- 
Tv flreng--\ perfet are my graces! here 
y_ Lach F fee and tak; bat in part, 

. and therefore I. love and o- 
bey but in part. Oh how many 
temptations, adverfaries; difficulties 
aſſault me ! How ſeldom have Tt a 
Wil to do good >-andWhent would 
'do good evil is prefent with me. AH 
L 
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Tam, have, or can do, is from thee, 
ſo due unto thee, but all ſtill nnwor- 
thy of thee ; - yet how heartleſs and 
contracted is that lzttle af of ſervice 
I do thee? I pray as if afraid to be 
heard, hear, as if unwilling to be 
faved, communicate as if loth to re- 
ceive thee, ſerve thee, as if I would 
not pleaſe thee. And therefore I 
go to thy Table, - where is ſet forth 
proviſion ſuitable and ſufficient to 
nouriſh my inner man $ where are 
rendred moſt familiarly and effe&u- 
ally his Fl: and Blood, meat and 
drink indeed; _ Oh ! thatI may have 
ſuch expectations of Spiritual Life 
from hire, as I have of Temporal 
Life from my food / and 1o eat his 
Body and drink his Blood, receive, 
digeſt; and improve, feed upon, and 
Spuritually apply Chriſt as zcarnate, 
and in his ſ&fferings, that I may find 
and receive. refreſhment and fweet- 
neſs, quickning ſtrength, and life 
from him, and may live by him, and 
in him; and he.in me. - Oh, that by 
the power of thy Spirit accompany- 


ing 
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img the Ordinance, I_may partake 
yet more and more of a new, a d+ 
vine Nature: that I may find ſtrength 
and- vigour diffuſed through my 
whole man; and receive ſome Com- 
munications of that Light and Life 
which Chriſt came into the World 
that his People-might have, and that 
they might have it more abundantly, 
Oh, that his. Death and Reſurre&ox 
may have their power and efficacy 
upon me, Crucifying my Luſts and 
Paſſions, and raifing me upto all the 
ads of the Spiritual Life. Oh, that 
fomething may be done this day + 
ainſt my Pride and Paſſion, World- 
nefs and Carnality, Hypocriſy and 
Uncharitableneſs, Doubtings and 
Unbelief, diſtruſtful Fears and Dif 
contents; Backwardneſs and Indiſpe- 
fition to, | Liſtleſnefs, Dulnefſs, and 
diſtrattion'z: Duty. Oh, that may 
find my Heart thereby drawn nearer 
to, and carried” out with more un- 
weartedneſs: and chearfulneſs in'thy 
Service. Let me come from thence 
with my Pardoz Scaled,' my Corrupts 
on! 
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ons ſubdued, my Graces ' quickned, 
ſtrengthned, and- confirmed z my 
Heart enlarged,''my Soul' refreſhed 
and' encouraged'to run the ways of 
thy Commandments ; and ſo inſepa- 
rably united to thee, that no Tem 


tation may be able to diffolve the 


Union ;, but that being' began» here 
in Grace, it may beperfetted inGlory. 
How painful andintol- © | oh 
erable 15'the obſcuring Jo moron me 
and interrupting of our with Chrift. and 
Union and Communion ** Cr=ifea. 
withChrift Cour Heavenupon Earth?) 
Therein we enjoy his Perſox and all 


comfortablerelationsto it : hisdeath, 


and all:the _—_ fruits, privileges, 
and influences: of: it. To maintain 
and increaſe, evidence and enjoy it, 
Ircceive-the Cup of Blefling which 
we bleſs, the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt; andthe Bread which 
we break, the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt; tomy Soul, my Faith, 


yea evento my outward Senſes, (igni- 


hes, ſeals, and inftramentally exhi- 
bits my Spiritual Communion with 
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Chriſt in and through -his Deatt 
Thereby I partake of, and am nouriſh 
ed by that Bread and Cup. Oh, that 
he being united: to-me in theſe holy 
Myſteries, may comfort, rule, and 
dire& me in all my ways; and hi 
Spirit turn me into his Image, and 
likeneſs! Oh, that I may there find 
him whom my Soul loveth ! Ther 
are the ſens, but where are the bod 
and blood of my Saviour, the Lang 
for a Sacrifice? I go not for the 
Bread and Wine, Tat to ſee Jeſw, 
What are the Elements without t 
preſence ? O what wilt: thou give me, 
if I go fromthy Table Chriſileſs ? Let 
him” kiſs me with the kifſes of ' his 
Mouth, (afford: Expreſſions of his 
tender affe&tion-and reconciliation to 
my Soul.) for thy love is better that 
WauRo iu} 2513 , * 

gooflecr fo ' If we forfake Com 
tos orig munion with our fellow 
cual Union ond Members, how =_ we 
Communien wi'9, maintain it with our 
Grips Member: Head 2 What need then 
have I to goto this Ordinance, _ 

4 re 
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tends'ſo much to unite and knit to- 
er the disjointed Members of 
iſt; for we being many are one 
Bread and one Body, for we are all 
my of that one Bread; and here- 
y profeſs to be one, and to walk as 
fellow-members in Chriſt with all 
Chriſtian love and tenderneſs to- 
wards one another. Oh let my heart 
be enlarged towards themr,my delight 
im thew, (for thcir relation to thee 
and 'thy Image upon them) let me 
ſympathize with, .have a fellow-feel- 
ng of, intereſt my ſelf in their ſeve- 
ſtates and conditions; rejoycing 
with thoſe that rejoyce, and weep- 
ing with thoſe that weep. Seeing 
thou haſt ſo loved us, let me be per- 
fly reconciled to every man ; let 
Sy pat of anger, envy, and ma- 
lice be utterly extinguiſhed 5 remen- 
bring, he that comes in hatred tothy 
Table, is a Judas to Chriſt, and a 
Cain to his Brother. | 


Through 
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\ .*.4 * .., Through, the, Death 
To Commeme* Chriſt my Sins are pardon» 
ratechrift* ed, my reconciliationwith 
God obtained, his Curſe 
removed, the enemies of my Salva- 
tion ſubdued, .my..Eternal Salvation 
and Inheritance; obtained, my deli 
verance from worſe  than'/Egyptidy 
Bondage procured, the new :Cove- 
nant liſhed, all my mercies pur- 
chaſed, conveyed, and fſandctified; 
yet how unthankful for, how inſen> 
ſible, forgetful of it ami? ſo greatly 
ungrateful, as to bury .in oblivion 
the-greateſt expreſiion of his infinite 
love. | | 
In honour of him, to make a ſolemn 
rehearſal of his famous Ads, to ſpeak 
of the glorious honour of his Mar 
jeſty, and to talk.of his;power: 1 go 
unto that laſting Monument and 'Me- 
morial, to ſhew forth his Death till be 
come. Oh let me Celebrate it with ant 
affetionate, thankful, and obedien- 
tial Remembrance; with a raviſh'd 
Heart-fill'd with a gracious compoli- 
tion of joy, and ſorrow, love, and 
| admiration 
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admiration; with fach Reſentments 
2s befit ſo ſtrange an objeR,* that T 
may deſire, and rejoyce, mourn, and 
tremble; be in ſuch a mixture of 
Paſſions as may. even imitate the 
confuſion that was in the World at 
his ſufferings; make ſuch deep and 
Impreſſions thereof on my 
Soul, asif this were the very day he, 
ſuffered. Let me not conclude T 
have recerved Chriſt, till 1 have re- 
membred him, 'ſo asto affeftmy heart 
with love to him; defrre” after | him, 
faith and joy iin him, ſorrow for my 
fins, the cauſe of his ſ« /7 mgm 
me think of it as an Hiftory to ma 
ve my knowledge, as a Goſpel to 
[ow my' Faith, as -an Example to 
provoke my __ as a berefit to 
procure my happineſs. 'Oh that I 
-may fo —_— him at his Table, 
on his Croſs, that he may not forget 
me on his Throne, in his Kingdom. 
Lift up my .mind from the contem- 
lation of him as.he hung upon the 
ree, to himas he'fits now in G 
«thy right Hand, making inter 
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on for me, preſenting to thee the 
invaluable merits of his Death, to 
appeaſe thee for the fins I commit ve 
daily againſt thee. 4 
Wins alk By reaſon of my in- 
nel aldiee\ cad —_ uy careleſneſs 
ritle to, the 'new my ferns, how apt am 1 
Cromantcleares: t5:doubt the ae 
them, and my intereſt in thy love? 
The ſteams of Corruption riſing up 
in me, interſept the light, and luſtre, 
and evidence of my future poſſeſſion, 
and ſuggeſt matter of diftdence and 
anxiety ; that my _—_ hitherto 
have been ungrounded , my faith 
Preſumption, my claim to, and pro- 
priety in Chriſt uncertain, if not 
quite deſperate. But he hath ſhed 
his: blood meritoriouſly. to procure 
itz and Igo to the Ordinanceasthou 
haſt appointed it, to have my pars 
don, and intereſt in thy blood ſealed 
and aſſured unto me ; and to renew 
my, Engagements and Reſolutions, 
that I may be tyed faſter to thee with 
New Cords of thy love:z and thatit 
may be more impoſſible for me o = 
oole 
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looſe my ſelf from thy ſervice. O 
make the Ordinance effeftual to all 
theſe blefled ends and purpoſes for 
which thou haſt appointed it ! Let 
it be not only a fer to repreſent, but 
zn Inſtrument to convey Chriſt with 
the power and virtue of bis Death 
unto me; and a ſeal to aſſure me of 
my intereſt in the Covenant ; that in 
thoſe holy Myſteries I may not only 
commemorate but effeCtually receive my 
blefled Saviour, (thou may'ſt *com- 
municate tome thy ſelf) and all the 
Benefits of thy Paſſion 3; and have / 
not only a Repreſentation, but a Pay- | 
ticipatiox of thee in the Sacrawent :to * 
the outward Adminiſtration of it, 
join the inward Seal of thy Spin. 

Thou knowett all my corruptions, 
and temptations, wants, weakneſſes, 
and imperfections, poverty and na- 
kedneſs, troubles and dangers ; how 
often I am tempted and defiled, grie- 
ved and indiſpoſed 5 what ſtrong 
corruptions to be ſubdued and mor- 
tied, languiſhing graces to be quick- 
ned and ſtrengthned, faint Feet 

F an 
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and reſolutions to be enlarged and 
confirmed. In confidence of thy 
great goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and 
mercy, I thy poor ſinful Creature,come 
unto thee my Creator ; thy Son, Unto 
thee my Father ; thy Servant, unto 
thee my bleſſed Lord: in danger, un- 
to thee my Saviour, needy, unto thee 
the Poſſeſor of Heavenand Earth dif 
eaſed, unto thee the only Phyſician ; 
anclean, unto thee the Fountain of 
Grace and Mercy ; deſolate, unto the 
God of all Conſolation; guilty, blind, 
lifeleſs, unto thee the Author, the Fa- 
ther of Pardon, Light, 'Life, and Sal- 
vation. Oh heal me of the guilt of 
my ſs by the merit of thy pretious 
Blood ; of the power and corruption 
of my ſins by the efficacy of thy holy 
Spirit. Inflame my coldneſs with the 
fire of thy Love ; ſoften my hard- 


neſs with the dew of thy grace; en- 


lighten my Blindneſs with a beam of 
Light from Heaven ; anoint the Eye 


of my Soul with Eye-ſalve that I nuay , 


ſee ; clear up ſpiritual things to my 
apprehenſion ; heal all the diſtem- 
pers, 
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s, eaſe all the pains, ſupply all 
o neceſſities of ca Soul. ; Make 
me more humble, holy, heavenly, 
confident, and believing : fill thy 
Houſe with thy own Glory. Stand 
not at a diſtance behind the Wall,” 
ſhew thy ſelf through the Lattice of 
thy Ordinance: let me fee the out- 
oings of my God, and my King in 
bis Sanctuary. Let rye not come uns 
to thee, nor go from thee without 
thee. Oh take this ſeaſon of coming 
in upon my Soul ; beſtow more of 
thy ſelf upon me; change me into 
thy likeneſs, lift up my heart unto 
thee in Heaven, turn all carthly 
things unto me to bitterneſs, con- 
tempt, and oblivion. Be thou my 
meatand drink,my hope and ſtrength, 
my ſhield and portion, my honour 
and glory, my loveand joy, my de- 
light and ſolace, only ſweet unto my 
taſte, from henceforth and for ever. 
| Theſe are the mercies thou haſt 
promiſed to thy people, haſt bidder 
them to ask, art wort to convey by 
thy Ordinance. Theſe are the A 
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left me by my Saviours Will : his 
prayer, and promiſe, his bleſling, and 
Inſtitution, are ingaged to procure 
them for all believing Receivers: for 
theſe things therefore which thou 
then grantedſt him, do I come unto, 
and wait upon thee this day ; with 
no lower aims goI to thy Table : 
with ſach precious things 1s our Lord 
wont to feaſt his Gueſts; and of his 
infinite fulneſs it is, that I hope to 
participate; through him to be 
ftrengthned with might in the inner 
man, even to be made ſtrong by the 
grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Thou haſt 
provided for my Soul as well as Body; 
ſhall there be Bread enough in my 
Fathers Houſe, and I here periſh for 
hunger ? Pertains 1t not to thee to 
keep in repair that habitation thou 
haſt made for thy felf 2 Will it tend 
to thy honour who haſt begun to 
build, to leave the workmanſhip of 
thine own hands, as if not able to 
tmith? muſt not the food and author 
of our Spiritual Life, nouriſh, and 
cheriſh, redreſs the deeays, w_ 
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the frame of it in us? Oh! will the 
head let a Member periſh? ſhall a 
branch wither for want of juice? he 
is the true vie, we the branches, thou 
art the Husbandxr4n, haſt ordained 
him to be the root, fountain, and 
ſupport of all Spiritual furniture, 
grace and fruitfulneſs to thoſe im- 
planted in him: Oh of his tulnefs 
of Grace, communicate to me, for 
without him I can do nothing ac- 
ceptable to thee ! Art not thou as 
willing to beſtow the fruit of thy 
blood upon us, as to ſhed it for us? 
Haſt not thov, who once ſo readily 
healedſt diſeaſes, curedfſt all that came 
unto thee, as much compaſſion to- 
Soul as Body ? Art thou not as mer- 
ciful, as tender, as able; as willing 
to help as ever? If (as I hope) thou 


- wilt, thou canſt make me clean, and 


fupply my wants; outward means 
without thee cannot, yet here thou 
haſt bid, I attend waiting for the 
deſcent of thy holy Spirit: Oh ſay 
unto me be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt 2 yea, even as thou wilt (graci- 
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ous Lord) who art ever readily, and 
ftrongly inclined to do thy people 
good. Oh let me be fo refreſh'd and 
{trengthned with that Spiritual Ban- 
quet, that I may cheerfully walk on 
my way to Glory, through hi» who 
is both Sacrifice and Prieſt, the Feaſt 
and Maſter of it, invites us to, and' 
feeds us by himſelf, to whom with 
thy Bleſſed Majeſty, and Holy Spirit 
be aſcribed all Honour, Glory and 
Praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 


OO  —— — 


—_ ——— 


Going to Church. 


{_ away my Soul! let us go : 
A_, (oh thatl may!) See how he 
. Ioved ws, how dear we are unto him, 
. how nearly related he is unto us. Let 
ns £0 die with, and for him; dif- 
claim whatſoever 1s againſt him, re- 
new our Covenant with him, conſe- 
crate our ſelves wholly to him, and 
reſolve that we will never leave nor 
forſake him. We were unworthy he 
ſhould ſpeak to, or look upon us ; 
an 
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and yet he comes unto us, dwells 
with us in our nature: unworthy of 
the crumbs that fall from the Table 
he hath ſpread for all Creatures: and 
behold he calls us to one furniſhed 


1 | with the richeſt of his Bleſſings. Oh 
iſt Y that I may find him whom my Soul 
dF loveth ! oh that he would ſpeak com- 
h | fortably, favingly, effetually, ſen- 


ſibly, unto me! that my heart may 
burn within me while he talketh with 
me, and openeth unto me his love 
and affe&tion, thoſe holy myſteries, 
and my underſtanding. His ſweas 
and blood (oh my Soul) drowned not 
his affeFions to us, his Compaſſior 
brake through his Paſſsor, 37 the ſame 
- might, (which was ſo full of anguiſh 
and dolour to his Soul) wherein he * 
was betrayed ; when death was in 
fight, and all thoſe unſpeakable fears 
and ſorrows, terrors and ſufferings * 
were ready to invade him ; when his 
Diſciples were ready to betray, for- 
ſake, or deny him; juries from mer, 
ready to load him ; and the Juſtice 
of God upon ſin to be demonſtrated 
F 
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on him z he then even forgot his own 
miſeries, to remember and diſpenſe 
his mercies to us; and to provide this 
Banquet for us; continually to 
{ent himſelf to us, left after he had 
endured ſo much for vs, we ſhould 
torget or diſtruſt his love unto ug, 
Oh how was he burned between two 
fires, that of his Aﬀedtions to us, and 
his AfliFions for us! At that time 
wherein men were defigning the 
greateſt cruelty againſt him, was he 
cltowing the greateſt courteſte and 
gitt on us; himſelf leaving us a le- 
gacy, a pledge at parting of his dear- 
eſt love, ſtronger than Death, that l1eld 
him on the Croſs to finiſh our Salva- 
' tion, when QDeath could not hold 
him in the graze. Before he gave 
himſelf to be crucified for us, he pro- 
vides'an ordinance, the means of his 
communicating himſelf to us: he 
ap" us in this holy Sacrament, what 
e did, and gave, prepared, and pur- 
chaſed for us on the Crols. 
- Oh the infinite /ove of God, that 
he would give his own Son ; and of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt that he would ſo gracioully 
come and fave us, and leave us thoſe 
remembrances and tokens of his love! 
that he ſhould die for us when he 
was on Earth, be ſo mindful of, and 
nouriſh us with himſelf now he is in 
Heaven !, O wonderful myſtery, that 
the Body of Chriſt now reigning in 
Heaven, ſhould be laid upon the 
Table; that the Author of Life ſhould. 
become the Bread of Life ; that un- 
der the broken forms of Bread and 
Wire whole Chriit ſhould be convey- 


ed to every Believer ! His Perſonal 


Union 1s with the frgle nature, but 
his myſtical, with every Believer; 
This holy Sacrament is the repreſenta-- 


tive of the Subſtance, the ſer of a 


Covenant, the ſeal of a Purchaſe, 
the foure of a Body, the Witneſs of 
our Faith, the earneſt of our Hope; 
the preſence of things diſtant, the ſight 
of things abſent, the taſte of things: 
unconceivable.,the krowledge of things: 
that are paſt kowledge-<' a ſeal of our 
$aviour's engraving, whoſe Japerſcrip- 
tion is Chriſt's loving us, whoſe Image 
F 5, IS 
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is Chriſt dying for us, whoſe deed is 
Chriſt's New Teſtament confirmed tq 
us. In the fer we have the Image, 
in the ſeal the benefit of Chriſt's Bo- 
dy ; in the gx we ſee, in the ſeal. 
we by Faith receive him. The Bread 
and Wie are but the diſhes in which 
this Feaſt (not of the belle but mind) 
is ſerved up; not the Feaſt it ſelf. 
Faith eats not the Bread, but the 
breaking of itz drinks not the Wine, 
but the pouring of it forth, the my- 
{tcries thereby repreſented. The eat- 
ing of Chriſt's fleſh, and drinking his 


blood, is —_— elfe but an a of 


Faith terminated upon hint as our Me- 
diator and Redeemer. Fhe participe* 
tion of his Body and Blood for 
ſtrength and refreſhment, (ſweet to 
Faith as meat anddrink is to hunger) 
could not be better ſhadowed forth 
than by Bread and Wine, compriſing 
all ſorts of Spiritual Proviſion tor our 
inner man : and Faith 1s to the Soul 
what natural heat is-to the Body, by 
virtue of which the Nutritive Faculty 
twrns the Food. into nouriſhment. 


They 
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They preſent and confirm Chrii# to 
us as the moſt needful, beneficial, 
and perfect nouriſhment of the New 
man, -asS Bread and Wine are ſuch un- 
to the Body, 5. e. that _ Crucified 

reſerves us from eternal death, and 
1s unto us the Fountain of Spiritual 


and Eternal Life. Believe and thou 


haſt eaten : Chrilt is preſent with, but 
not in the Bread and Wine, but to 
the faithful Receiver ; not in the Ele- 
ments, but to the worthy Communi- 
cants; not water but waſhing witly 
it is Baptiſze ; not Bread and Wine 
on the Table are a Sacrament, but eat- 
ing and drinking them; which, if 
they be aFs of Faith (the hand and 
mouth of the Soul) the Bread and 
Wine as really convey and unite whole 
Chriſt with the vital influences that 

roceed from him to the Soul, as the 

and doth them to the month, or 
the mouth to the ſtomach. Whatſo- 
ever we may expect of bodily ſtrengths 
or Reparation trom Bread and Wine; 
we may expect from Chriſt for our 
Souls ;* life maintained, grace quick- 
ned, 


- 
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ned,. deadneſs enlivened, reſolutions 
enabled, hope eredted; faith ſtrength-. 
ned, luſts fubdued, all which are 
conſequent upon our union with 
. Chriſt and intereſt in the Covenant, 
renewed and ratified to his People by 
Chriſt's Death, and ſealed to them in- 
the Sacrament. In the Word we have 
a promiſe, here a pawn Or pledge of 
Ain. | 

Lift up your head therefore, O ye 
gates.of my Soul, and be ye lifted up- 
ve everlaſting doors, and the King 
of Glory ſhall come m.. And be af-. 
tured ſuch additions of grace as thou: 
art fitted for, and infinite wiſdom 
{tes meet to deal out, ſhall be con- 
terred. upon thee. 

Fear-not, I charge thee do not- 
taint; let not thy weakneſs, thy po-- 
verty,; thy inability diſcourage thee ; 
* all have not Talents alike 5 a Soul 


richly adorned with love and raviſh- - 


1mg delights is not given to all, and 
expected only from thoſe-to whom- 
it. 1s given. Bethy attire whole; ſin- 
cere, clean; and: white, free: from- 
ip os. 
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fpots of the Fleſh and Spirit, thought 
not ſo inflamed with Heaven as thy 
Brethren's ; thou wilt be welcome: 
Thy God and Saviour will not ask, 
How cameſt thou in hither, not having 
0 a Wedding Garment : He knows 
thy heart, and ſees thou haſt it. He 
will not break the bruiſed' Reed, nor 
_ the ſmoaking Flax, till he 

nd forth judgment unto vttory. 
Wilt thou (my Soul) diſhonour that 
price by: thy doubts and fears, which 
God hath made futfhcient for all the. 
World 2 Cannot that Sacrifice which 
appeafed the Divine Wrath, ſatisfie 
thee > What manner of Grzeſts were 
thoſe he- commanded to- be brought 
n to the Wedding Swpper 2 but ſuch: 
as were found in the Streets and 
Lanes, the Hedges and Highways ; 
the Pqor and the Miimed, the Larre, 
the Halt, and the Blind; Hunger- 
ſtarved, forlorn,, undone, loſt 
Wretches. 

O bleſſed is the Man whom thou 
chuſeſt; and cauſeft to approach un- 
to thee; that he may: dwell. m thy- 
Courts !' 
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Courts! We ſhall be ſatisfied with 
the goodneſs of thy Houle, even of 
thy Holy Temple. 
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DH AT ſhall I render unto the 

Lord for all his Benefits * I will 
take the Cup of Salvation, and call 
por the 7 hs of the Lord. I will 


pay my vows unto hin now in the pre- 


ſence of all his People. 


Come forth, Oh my graces! ſtir 
up your ſelves, be ye lively and active 
before the Lord. Awake my Fazrth, 
and ſee the Attonement of »ey ſors in 
the broken body of my Saviour, the 
price paying, the ranſom laid down, 
the thing in doing. Awake Reper- 
tance, and hear the ſtrong cries, and 
ſee the doleful Agonies of him that 
bore our Chaſtiſements. Awake my 
Memory, and call to mind that Egypt 
wherein I was, and the blood of the 
Paſſover, which removed the deſtroy- 

mg 
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ing Angel from my Soul. Now let 
the Altar ſmoak with the Sacrifice of 
a loving heart, inflamed with the 
holy fire of God's love to me. Flame, 
(0, z come ye warm os and 
break with longing. Let Fear with 
all veneration do its obeiſance. Come 


he up, ye yes es of Muſick, and all 
'L' that is within me, bleſs his holy 
_ Name. Now the wax is warm,Oh let 
q the Seal beſtamped fair, that Imay ſee 


the Impreſſion ever after. Now that 
God ſhews forth-to me the death of 
his Son for me, let me {hew it forth 
to God again by a thankful believing, 
receiving, asthat which I ſtick unto, 
and abide by for my Righteouſneſs 
and Peace with him. ; 
Having liberty, and acceſs with 
boldnefs unto "the Throne of Grace 
by the Blood of Feſws, the High 
Prieſt of our Profeſtion, let us draw 
near with a true*heart, in full afſu- 
rance of Faith, having our hearts 
fprinkled from an evil conſcieneeand 
our bodies waſhed with pure water. 


& 
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O thou that provideſt food for af 
Creatures, and haſt given them to be 
food for mans Body, and for his Soul, 
not only thy holy Word, but the 
bleſſed Body and Blood of thy Sor; 
cauſe all onr hearts to burn with de- 
fires after thee, who- art ſo full of 
love to us. Prepare every one by a 
fall digeſtion of thy heavenly word, 
to receive likewiſe This Divine Nour- 
:/ment. Make it (through thelive- 
ly operation-of thy holy-Spirit) the 
bread of ſpiritual-Life, and Wine of 
ſpiritual comfort to all our Souls, 
Cauſe us to long after, reliſh and ſa- 
vour the things of God. Let this be 
the conſtant language of our Souls, 


Lord, evermore give ws this bread. 


Call in, compoſe, and fpiritualize all 
our thoughts at this folemn' ordi- 
nance. ' Pardon every one that pre- 
pareth Tis Heart to ſeek thee, though 
he be not cleanſed- according to the 
Purification of the Sanduary. And, 
O- thou that mad'ſt us wpright, I 
the degeneracy of mankind : defpi c 
not the price of thy Son's blood, let 


it: 
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it not be as water ſpilt upon the 
pround.to ſo great a part of it ; con- 
yert, direc, unite, provide for, take 
care of, ſupport and comfort all of 


them: let us take a mutual charge of 


one another: make us all up more 
and more into the myſtical body of 
thy Son, that we may keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 
Aﬀord us thy Goſpel in its power 
and purity, liberty. and efficacy, ſo 
long as the Sun and Moon endureth, 
Let us never want Magiſtrates and 
Paſtors after thy own heart, which 
ſhall prote&, encourage thy people, 
and fed them with knowledge and 
underſtanding, 

See (my Soul) thy Sa- 
viour, with what a hand- __ LE 
ful of his Diſciples that parated from 
lay in common with the {7* ©2746" 
reſt of the World ; by na- 
ture Children of wrath, even as 0- 
thers ; born in the ſame ſtate of di- 
ſtance from him, and with the ſame 
principles of enmity againſt him. Oh! 
What 1s this that is come to _ 

OW 
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how is it that thou manifeſteſt thy 
{elf to us, and not unto the World? 
What moved thee to make a differ. 
ence, where thou foundeſt one ? 
Why were we not made a prey of 
divine revenge, and periſhed not in 
' our enmity againſt thee 2 why wer 
thou not provoked by our obſtinacy, 
malice, and unbelief, beyond the 
poſlibility of an Attonement ? Why 
haſt thou ſo long ſuffered our injuri- 
ous diſ-reſpects,and unkind repulſesof 
a merciful Saviour, and perſuaded till 
thou overcameſt and madeſt us yield? 
Why haſt thou not cut-off all our 
hopes of a blefled immortality, who: 
have repaid ſo great bounty with 
contempt, ſo many benefits with in- 
gratitude, ſo incxpreſſible love with 
oblivion, negle&, and hatred 2 Oh 
what haſt thou done? What haſt 
thou not done and ſuffered for us? 
why wouldeſt thou buy finful dult 
with thy own Blood 2 Redeem our 
ſhame, by the ſhameful death of 
Glory and Immortality it ſelf > put 
thy ſelf, that got nothing by _— 
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the World, to more charge than all 
of it is worth, to redeem the worſt 

of it, fallen man? Whocan con- 
ceive whither we had precipitated 
our ſelves, and to what thou haſt ex- 
alted us? to be ſpeQacles, even grate- 
ful to God, who were monſters of 
horrour ; laid in his bdſom, who 
were in the Arms of the Devil ; wor- 
thy his :zebracements, who were un- 
worthy of his eye ; Crowned Kings 
of Heaven, 'who were ſlaves con- 
demned to the priſon of Hell. He 
not only pardons our-fins, but re- 


linquiſhed his Throne : loſt his life, to 
-nthrone us in his Kingdom ; beſtows 


on us his greateſt mercies, who are 
unworthy of the leaſt; ſetsus down 
as Sons at his Table with his Chil- 
dren, who are unworthy as Dogs to 
creepunder it : courts us to obedrence, 
who might not only command us to 
it, but inſtantly puniſh our d:ſobed:- 
ence : promiſes a reward to ſuch, who 
are ſo fir fromdeſerving it, that they 


are (till provoking him ; and glory to 
"ſuch, who are more apt to be a- 


ſhamed 
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ſhamed of their duties, than offences 
Oh! how ought we to be tranſ. 
ported with love and thankfulnef 
conſidering who hath choſen we 
when, why, whom, from, and tg 
what, how long, and how few; hy 
peculiar care of, and kindneſs unt: 
us ! How ſhould the remembrancet 
this dear love of our Lord, maken 
burn with ardent affections toward 
one another ! how ſhall we offend 
one cf thoſe for whom Chriſt died? 
or deny our ſelves to them, to whon 
he hath given himſelf? ſhall we hate, 
be envious, and uncharitable, whete 
thou art ſo loving, 'ſo liberal ?:/ cor 
demn, or deſpiſe the meaneft, when 
thou diſtributeſt tly (elf to all ?- Ol 
now we ſee thy love to enemies, kt 
all ozrs find us friends ! Let no Malice, 
Heart-burning, or Uncharitableneſs, 
enter in, or any more rancour my 
Soul. With all thy people let me 
intereſt my ſelf, and own them in all 
their concernments, pity them in all 
their miſeries, be ready to relieve 


them in all their wants, to comfort 
them 
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them in all their diſtreſſes, to coun- 
"(fe them in all their doubts, to de- 
e light in their Society, bear their in- 
frmities, pardon all their miſcarri- 
apes, ſtudy their welfare, do all the 
good I can to Soul and Body. 
of Now I ſce the Miniſter |, 
-atthe Table, to conſecrite 7; 7,0 n® 
the Bread and Wine by 
4M Prayer and the words of Chriſt's In- 
Fſitution : with Joy and Admiration 
think (my Soul) how Chriſt was or- 
dained and accompliſhed for the Office 
of a Mediator, whom the Father 
ſanftified and ſent into the World ; 
and for this cauſe he ſandified him- 
ſelf as Prieſt, Altar and Sacrifice for 
our Redemption, ſpiritual Nouriſh- 
ment, and eternal Salvation. The 
Eternal Wiſdom of God incarnate to 
reveal and communicate his Wall, his 
Love, his Spirit, his Glory to ſinful, 
miſerable Man. Oh the immnlenſity 
of his mercy, and unutterable trea- 
ſures of his Grace ! which neither the 
—_—_— of our fins, nor the in- 

te exatneſs of his own Juſtice, 

could 
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could any way overcome or reſtrain, 
to deſpiſe the works of his own hand, 
or not'to compaſſionate the wretch« 
edneſs 'of his Creatures, though it 
coſt the Humiliation, the Debaſement 
of the Son of God 1 Oh, how great, 
how amiable appears his love and 
goodneſs, in pailing by ſo many of- 
ences, and requiring no fatisfa&tion 
from us, for ſuch inſufferable wrongy, 
but transferring the puniſhment from 
us unto his own Son ; whoſe love 
alſo. was ſo great, that he would bear 
our iniquities that we might be ſaved! 
O how could he chufe a more obli« 
ging way of Redeeming us, that hath 


thus diſplayed the ſevereſt Juſtice,and 


higheſt Mercy; the greateſt hatred of 
ſin, and greateſt love to finners; ſince 
by thoſe unequalled and unvaluable 
ſufferings to which he delivered up 


for us that Son, who 1s ſo near unto. 


him, that he is one with him z at 
once manifeſting both how much he 


hated fin, which he ſo heavily pun- 


xhed in the perſon he moſt loved; 
and how much he loved Sinners, by 


g1ving 
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giving up what he ſo loved, for a 
ranſom of thoſe that were guilty of 
what he ſo hated > And O the mir- 
acle, the amazing prodigy of this 
Love! that Heaven ſhould ſo con- 
deſcend to Earth,and that Man ſhould 
be ſo united to God ! that God ſhould 
dwell in Fleſh, and that this Fleſh 
ſhould be our Food ! That the 
Son of God ſhould love us better than 
his Life, and be the meat of vile 
Worms, of Sinners, of Enemies ! 
that he ſhould make himſelf preſent 
to our Faith; and, as if he would do 
more than de for us, defire to live 


for ever in us, and to be united to 
us! was ever kindneſs like unto this ? 
wasever ſuch a furnace of love bttrn- 
ingin any Breaſt? can any heart freeze 
over ſuch a fire 2 who can abide in 
a great ſenſe of this love, and abide 
in the Body > What inſtances can 


allel > what words can be expreſ- 
ve? what apprehenſions can com- 
memorate ? what raptures can be ſuf- 
ficient for the admiration of it ? Be 
thou ſwallowed up (O my Soul ) 
h 1 
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in this depth of Divine love, and 
hate to ſpend thy thoughts any more; 
upon other things, that haſt ſuch a 
Saviour to take them up. 


Lord, I am not worthy 


The Miniſter that thou ſhould'ſt come 
224: bim. Under my roof, to eat the. 
| crumbs that fall from my 
own, much leſs thy Table. Oh, who 
am 1? that I ſhould dare with my. 
(originally, aCtually) defiled. hands; 
to receive thoſe high, thoſe holy 
Myſteries? that thou ſhouldft defire 
to come unto me, be entertained by. 


me ? what findeſt thon in me, that 


can invite thee to me ? thou art not 


ignorant of my moſt vile beginning: 
and original ; duſt and aſhes,pollut 


duſt and aſhes. Thou knoweſt my 


poverty, my need, my impurity. 
This poor place is a far unmeet ha- 


bitation for thee. Whence is this to: 


me, that my Maker, my Redeemer, 


ſhould cone unto me, thus favour,' 


thus dignifie me 2 ſhouldſt look upon 


ſolow,ſo vain, ſo miſerable a thing as: 
Man, ſuch adead dog as I am ? Why 


have 
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have I found grace in thy ſight, that 
thou ſhould'{t take knowledge of me, 
ſeeing I am a Stranger ? Lord what 


am I that thon ſhould'ſt remember 
YT me, be mindful of me, viſit me, caſt 


thine eye, ſet thine heart upon me, 


come to marry thy ſelf with me ? 
-whence-comes it that thou, who att 


in Heaven amongſt them that know 


-ſo-well how to love and ferve thee, 


fhould'ſt condeſcend to me,who know 


-little elſe but how to offend thee ? 


Canſt thou not be content to be with- 


-out me? did thy meer love draw 


thee from Heaven for my ſake, and 
give thy ſelf for me, to redeem me 
my ſins; and dot thou (till give 


thy ſelf tome, tobe the ſtrength and 


health of nxy Soul2 As if thou conld{t 
never give thy ſelf enough, or never 
be enough mine > Oh how am I a- 
ſtoniſhed at this inconceivable love ! 
O that 1 were able to comprehend it! 
O that I had a thouſand hearts to 
correſpond with it!, O ſtay: (my gra- 
cious Lord) for the full meaſure of 


.my Love, 'till thou [haſt made: me 


G able 
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-able to do nothingetſe butlove thee! 
But fince thou art pleaſed to cons 
and offer thy ſelf to -me, my Soul 
-thirſteth for thee ; I humbly ſtretch 
out my hands unto thee ;'my longing, 
gaſping defires, areafter thee ; I open 
my heart with all humble thankful. 
neſs to receive'thee, never tobe ſe. 
parated from thee; for ever to ac 

Here-unto thee. O enter in and ſt 

with-me ; fatisfie'my Soul with tl 

. "ſelf; ſay, This day is Salvation com 
#1to thy houſe. O be not now offent- 
ed at the Joathſome fights 'in'a Soul 


ſo ſick and diſeaſed, ſo full of -filth, 

of rottennefs and ' corruption, into 

which thon art entring. Donot dif 

dain me for thoſe many maladies, bit 
come and cure me. 


Sr 


The Bead, 


X C EE (my Soul) (thy Saviowrin'the 
Miniſter, 'arid the beriefits "tha 
' come'by him in'the Bread and Wine; 


believing]. 
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The Bread. I37 
believing #hoſe with himſelf are given 
thee . by him, as really as the Ele- 
ments by his Embaſſador, ſaying, . 
TTake, -eat, this is my Body which is 
broken for you *| by Faith receive, ap- 

\Ply, APE me unto thy elf, 
Crucified for.you. This Bread con- 
fecrated by me, is the Sacrament of 
my Body, -offered as an expiatory 
Sacrifice —_ Hereby I impute 
;my righteouſneſs, impart my loving 
kindneſs, make over and give unto 
you my whole {elf (God and Man 
as Mediator) inmy Blood and Merits, 
Graces and Spirit, Virtue and Benefits, 
Obedience, Satisfation, Expiation, 
Doings and Sufferings ; in all I have, 
aw, or have purchaſed for you, I make 
yours by gift, and you by Faith, as 
truly as this 1s put into your hand 
and mouth. Mine were the pains, 
the ſufferings of Death, yours the 
benefit ; mine the ſtripes, yours the 
balm; mine the thorns, yours the 
the} Crown. Theſe are the holes in-my 
wat hands and fide, the blood that iſſued 
.from them, yours ; the price mine, 
| G 2 yours 
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233 The Bead. 
Fours the purchace. See here in my 
wounds your ſafety ;. in my ſtrips 
your healing; in my, anguiſh you 
peace in my Croſs your Triatank 
I came out of my Fathers boſom tha 
thou mighteſt lie in Abrahar's > 
. me, for thy Lord, who have thi 
bought thee out of ſlavery ; ac 
me for thy Redeemer, who have p 
10 dearly for thee ;. follow me 1n the 
way I have ſhewn thee, that I 
bring thee to him, -I have reconcil 
to thee [Do this in, - and for a, i 
membrance of me; ] who, what; 
-whom, why, for what end,, w 
what mind, I ſuffered ; what I have 
done for you, and am unto you, « 
DearSaviour, biddeſt thou me, Re 
member" thee! How ſhould I for 
thee? how can I but remember. bj 
celebrate thee £ But Oh,” that I cou 
more affeCtionately, more conſtantly, 
more effecually, remember thee ! with 
all the paſſionate AﬀeCGtions of a Heart 
full of love to, wholly in Jove with 
' thee, with all zealous Defſires'to Gl 
rifie thee; with all fervent longing 
; 


© Ya: mms at own. trot oe ac ws. wr ce. ie ho LO 


me Ho YO: Me py. my my, ron, 


after. thee, always 'to remember thee, 
never to forget thee ! O that the fire 
of Love would now kindle and burr 
in my Soul ! O that I had the Flames 
of a Seraphim, the Voice of an Angel 
to ſing thy Praiſe! O thatI couldeven 
go, out of my ſelf when IT remember 
thee, never think of thee without an 
Exſtacy ! forget and quit all the World 
to. live on thee! the Thoughts of 
what thou haſt done are able to 
break an Heart of Marble with Love, 
to turn a Rock into a Fountain of 
Tears, to unlooſe the Tongue of the 
dumb, that they may ſound forth 
thy loving kindneſs. 

. Oh, after all his foregoing ſuffer- 
ings, ſeeſt thou him not (my Soul) 
faltned to the Croſs, conflifting with 
his Fathers Wrath, groaning under 
the weight and burthen of onr Sins? 
Look how his whole Body is ſtretch- 
ed and racked, his Hands and Feet 
bored through, his Side pierced, his 
| gary Blood trickles down, and 
how miſerably the Thorns pierce his 
Holy Head. ' See how. his Looks are 
G 3 changed, 
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changed, his Cheeks pale, his Blood' 
going, his Neck too weak to ſupport 
his Head, which lies a dying on 
his bleeding Breaſt. Look how he 
ſhakes and ſtirs his dying Limbs, what 
gaſps and ſighs he fetches, as if his 
Soul was ſtrugling to get out. Hear 
you not his dying Groans, the Taunts 
of the. Jews; yea, the Groans of the 
Earth under the weight of his Croſs? 
See the Sun bluſhing under a veil of 
darkneſs, to behold the Son of Righ- 
eeouſneſs under an Eclipſe ? Can, ®) 
can my Bofom hold, now I ſee the 
Innocent Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the Sins of the World, a bleed- 
ing Vitim on the Purple Altar of 
Death > This, this (my Soul) might 
have been the day that thou might- 
eft have been the ſuffering MalefaFor, 
and have drunk the Cup of the 
Fiercenefs of God's Wrath z; but 
there is he that hath done it for thee. 
He harboured no Grief of his own, 
but is acquainted with the juſt and 
deadly Griefs of others: he takes our 
Sorrows on him, to beſtow upon _ 
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his Joy : -he ſorrows for us, that had 
neither cauſe, nor likelihood to ſor- 
row. for himſelf What but God's 
— Vengeance could inflict > 

but his all ſufficient Patience 

could endure 2 What but Man's hei- 

nous Sins deſerve ſuch his ſad and 

wrathful Dolours? Ah ſinful Wretch- 

es-tis our doings, that he ſuffers ; 

our Evil, but his Smart ; our Treſpaſs, 

his Puniſhment. His Breaſt is made 

a large regptacle for our Cares ; his 
Back a common ſupport unto our 

Load ; he . was delivered for our ' 
Offences ; he was ſlain, but not for 
himſelf: he bore our Grief, and car- 
ried our Sorrows; he was wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions ; bruiſed for 
our. Iniquities 3 for #he Tranſereſſions 
of his. People was he ſmitten. 

- Why then are we angry with, rail 
againſt the Jews, and complain not of, 
find no fault with owr ſelves, greatlier 
guilty > they were the Irſtruments, 
we the Procurers of his Sufferings - 
their Sins praZiſed, ours provoked his 
Death: And were the true, the prin- 
G 4 cipal 


T42 The B2ead. 
cipal Aﬀors of that woful Tragedy; 
the Traytors, which by the hands of 
Judas delivered him up. He tha 
new no Sin, was made Sin for us, ac- 
euſed,condemnEd, executed as aSinnex, 
We by our Sins impeached him ; the 
fpiteful Prieſts were but our Adve- 
cates , WE by them adjudged and ſen- 
tenced him. Pilat was but drawn 
in againſt his Conſcience to be in that 
behalf our Spokeſman, we by them ins 
fAifted that heavy Puniſhment on 
him. The Roman Executioners were 
therein but our Repreſentatives. The 
rude Multitude, the fally People were 


but acting owr part ; our Sins with 


Clamours more loud and importu- 
nate than all the Jewiſh Rabble, cryed 
out, Crucifie, erncifie him. We pity 
his abuſed Innocency, but think not 
of onr 'Unworthinefs and Deſert: 
bewail the event, and redreſs not 
the cauſe : We have as great enmity 
againſt his Image, as they againſt his 
Perſon; they griev'd him in his Body, 
we in his Spirzt, and make his Wounds 
blecd afreih: he takes it as heinoully 

We 
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we. ſhould deſpiſe him now,” as that 

od bi then : the were 

bat our Executioners, to inflik thoſe 

Puniſhments our Sins deſerved, and 

God's Juſtice impoſed on him for: 
them. . 

'O! Iam the merit. of thy Sorrow, 
the -ſtroke of thy Grief, -F am: 
the deſert of thy Death, I am the 
offence of thy Revenge, I am the 
Grievoufneſs of thy Paſſion; I am 


the cauſe of thy Torment. Owon- 


derful condition of Cenſure! O in- 
effable diſpoſition of the Miſery ! the 
Unjuſt ſins, and the Juſt is puniſhed: 


the Guilty tranſgreſſes, and the 


Guiltle(s is ſtricken : the Impious of-- 
#&nds,: and the. Pious condemned.; 
what, the Bad deſerves, the Good. 
ſuffers ; Ts the Servant perpetrates, 
Ga Lord pays z what Man commits, 
undergoes. Whither, O Son 
of God, 6d £12 deſcends thy Hu- 
mility 2, Whither flameth thy. Cha- 
fity.? whither proceedeth thy. Pity. ? 
whither increaſeth thy Benignity > 
whither reacheth thy Love? whither- 
G5 extend-- 
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144 The Bead. 
extendeth thy Compaſſion ?. I haye 
been proud, thou haſt been humbled; 
I have done unjuſtly, thou art pun- 
hed ; I have dealt heinouſly, thou 
art revengefully ſmitten ; Thave com- 
mittted the fault, thou art tortured. 
How much do I owe thee, - moſt 
blefled Redeemer? How great 1s the 
price thou haſt paid for me, miſer- 
able Sinner > my Soul is ſo foul and 
toathſome, that nothing lefs than thy 
precious Blood ſerves to,waſh a 
cteanſe it. I am confounded to 
thee in ſuch a caſe for #s, who wy 
not how vile, how baſe, how mil- 
' erable we were. 

Oh, how was that J»ſftice injured, 
that could not reſt appeaſed in Pun- 
iſhment, but Rigor > How odious 
and intolerable is every Sz, which 
required no cheaper Blood for a $a- 
crifice than that of the Son of God? 
and which, not ſfering only, but 
extremity rmaft exptate> how hermout 
was the Commiſſion, ſince even the 
 KRemiſſion was (o grievous 2 that 
made ſuch a breach between p= 
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and us, a$required ſuch ſufferings of 


the Lord of Glory > And can I kiſs 
the Nails > hag the Spear? deſire 
that which is the Blood of him that 
loft his Life > can I account that 
Light, which made his Sout heavy 
unto death £ can that be my Joy, 
which nude him a Man of Sorrow > 
fweet to me, which was ſo bitter to 
him ? fhaÞ thoſe Sims not be forſaken 
by me, that made him forſaken of 
God? or live in me, that would not 
ſuffer him to live in the World > Oh, 
can I endure my Lord ſhould be ever- 
more diſguſted and affronted > Oh, 
how is my Heart provoked and in- 
cenſed againſt ye, my Sms? O, that 
none of you might eſcape hence ! 
that ye may all lie bleeding as fo- 
many Sacritices at the Altar of my 
Lord! O let them now feel the 
weight, the ſharpneſs of thy Croſs! 
here let them be ſlain at thy Foot, 
that I may not carry away one of 

them alive, 
How can my heart refrain from 
tears of Sorrow and Joy, to think of 
it's 


146 The Dead. T” 
its Unkindneſs, and of .bis ſtrange 
Love? what Heart can be fo hard, as, | | 
without Pain, to think we love him 
no more, who put himſelf to ſuch 
Pains for us? O,' how am Itroubleq 
that my Heartſhould be fo cold,when 
his was ſo hot with Love, as to ſend 
forth its Life-blood for my Redemp- 
tion 2 and' yet, when I confider, that 
in this ſtream of Blood my finful'Sout 
1s waſhed, and that by his Stripes I 
am healed '; that inſtead of Sin, - and 
Death, and Hell deſerved'; Rigtne- 
ouſnels, andLife, and Heaven 1s pur-: 
chaſed': how can I chuſe-but rejoyce' 
in his Loye, and hope he will accept 
of my: poor Acknowledgment, who- 
{0 pardons, as might even melt: the: 
hardeſt Heart, and for ever ftlence- 
and ſatisfie it by- the Love of God; 
and Sufficiency of the Sacrifice > O, 
how am I raviſhed therewith 7 I amr 


juitthed by Faith, and' at Peace with 
God'; the Flames of Hell ſhall never 
touch me; Death is. {ſwallowed up 
it Victory; I am conſignedtoa bleſſed: 


Ent, 
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- But, O, my Lord! I take the botd- 
neſs to'complain unto thee, and ex-- 
poſtulate with thee ; how ſayeſt thou 
that thou loveſt me, if thou diſco-- 
vereſt thy ſelf no more unto me? If 
F have no more love unto thee, no 
more life from thee ? IFfT be ſo-barren 
and unfruitful towards thee 2 fo dull 
and cold in.thy Service? ſounwillin 

, toexecute” thy Commands? fo w 
and unable againſt Afſaults? - if thou 
art-with me, who can be againſt me > 
what can-be too hard for: me > what 
- cannot be done by me through thee > 
O! fince it is thy Pleaſure to be fo 
familiar with me ; if thou loveſt me ſo- 
much, fulfil in me-all. the good:plea- 
fure of thy Will, -and the work of 
Faith with Power. O, let. the Merse 
of Chriſt's Death free me from the 
Grilt upon me ; and hisSprrit cleanſe: 
me fron the Stains within me.. Let 
Holineſs to the Lord be written upon 
my whole Soul and: Body, that they 
may be: a deleftable. Habitation- for 
theez unite: my Heart unto thee, 
transform me altogether un thee. . 


= CRE <—_ 
I putmy ſe outof myown Power; 
I lon of, and cloſe with thee as 
my Maker and Preſerver, Lord and 
Sovereign, Prieſt and Prophet, King 


and Captain, Head and Husband , to 


be ordered, diſpoſed, provided for 
by thee. I give my hearty Conſent 
that thou ſhould'ſt dwell in me, as 
* the alont Prince of my Soul ; the 
Poffeflion of it I for ever furrender 
upunto thee. I ceaſe to be my own. 
F renounce the Devil, the World 
and the Fleſh; I profeſs my Accep- 
tance of, Submiſſion to, to place my 
Happineſs in, and to reſign my ſelf 
wholly unto thee; to be provided 
for, diſpoſed of, led, faved by thee. 
O, how am I pleaſed with my 
choice! that I have parted with my 
Fs and am become #hine ! How am 
F beholden to thee, that I may give 
my ſelf unto thee, that thou haft 
brought me into the Bond of the 
Covenant? O, come (dear Redeem- 
er) to the price of thine own Blood, 

fieze thine own, and ſave me ; - 
and ſtrengthen me ; feed _—_— 
erve 
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ſerve me z never leave me, nor for- 


_— _—_— - 


NOme, my Beloved, I have drunk 
thy Cup of Wrath, take his 
Cup of Salvation ; for thee I Thed my 
Blood, trod the Wine-preſs of m 
Father's Wrath alone: This Cup is the 
New Teſtament in my Blood, is a 
Pledge of, ſignifies, and repreſents 
(by Repreſentation is) my Blood, in 


which the New Teſtament betyeen 


God and Man is founded and. eſtab- 
tſhed, confirmed and ratified; and 
by which, rem[ſtor of Sins, and all 
other conſequent Bleffings of the 
New Covenant are purchaſed. Its 

lorious Liberties and. Iymarities FE 
Red fign and ſeal unto you ; a full 
releaſe and diſcharge from all your 
Debts, from the Houſe of Bondage, 
Sin, the Grave, and Heli. Here T 


 detfver you your Prote:on, from all 


your Enemies will I fave you ; _ 
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the: Arreſts of the Law, . from the 
Pewersof Darkneſs, from the Temp- 
tations of the World, from the Curſe 
of the Croſs; none ſhall prove tov 
hard for you, all ſhall work good 
unto you, I hereby confer upon, 
and inſtate you in all its Royal Pri- 
vileges and Prerogatives - behold, | 
give my ſe}f unto you, to be your God, 
and inſtead of- a Relations: T will 
be a Friend, and Phyſician, a Shep- 
herd, Sovereign, and Husband unto 


you ;_ to eſpouſe your Intereſt, to 


counſel and heal you, to feed and 


' opagyort you, to watch over and de- 


fend you. ' Lo I make over -my Self 


to-you in al my Efſertial PerfeFions; 


my Omnipotency ſhall be your Guard, 


.my Ommſciency your Overſeer, my 
| Ommipreſence your anion , . my 


Mercy your Store, my Wiſdom your 


Counſellor, my Juſtice your Revenger 
. and Rewarder, Jo Halineſs a Foun- 


tain of Grace unto-you, my I»finzte- 
neſs and All-ſuffciency the lot and ex- 
tent of your Inheritance, my Faith- 


fulneſs and Unchangeableneſs the _ 
of 
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. _ The Cup, x51 
of your Reſt and Security, my Eter- 
ity the date of your Happineſs. I 
will be yours in all my Perſonal Re- 
lations a Father unto you, what 
would my Children have Of your 
Father's Inſtrution and Probation, 
Prote&ion and Provifion, Care and 
Ear, Bread and Rod, Heart and Houſe, 
Pity and Compaſlion, I here affure 
you : my Sox and Spirit I give you; 
to cloath and teach you, aſliſt and 
comfort you, intercede in and for 
you, ſanCtifie and ſave you 5 with my 
felf T give you all things, mine An- 
gels for your Guardians and Attend- 
ants; my Word and Ordinances, 
Miniſters and Providences for your 
guide and good. Whether Paul, or 
Apollo, or Cephas ; or the World, or 
Life, or Death z or things preſent, or 
things to come, all are yours. 

And that you may know I am in 
earneſt, lo, 1 eſtabliſh my Covenant 
with you, ordered in all things and 
ſore ; written in the Blood, founded 
in the all-fufticient merits of your 
Surety, in whom T am well pleaſed 
| whoſe 
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whoſe Death made this Teſtament un- 
changeable for ever ; ſo. that your 
Name can never be blotted out, nor 
your Inheritance alienated, nor your 
Legacies diminiſhed, nothing can be 
altered, I here ſolemnly deliver itto 
you as: my At and Deed, ſealed with 
the Oath and Blood of God, who. en- 
gages here his own. Body for Security | 
Come ye bleſled, fear not, the: Do- 
nation 1s free and full, I have recet- 
ved a Ranſom, and expect only you 
to. beleive, know, and accept of your 


own Blefledneſs. Here are- the Conn 


veyances, ſee the Seals, behold - the 
Blood of the Covenant ; receive the 
Inſtruments of your Salvation. This 
I give you as a Pledge of my Love; 
and of the Frath, of ay F have. pro- 


miſed., I aftually deliver into. thy 
Hand this glorious Charter, with all 
its Royalties and Privileges as your 
own for ever. | 
Amen, Hallelujah. O be it unto 
thy Servant according to thy Word. 
But who am I? and what is my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, that thou haſt brought 
me 
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me hither? What ſhall thy Servant 
ſay unto. thee? I am fenced with 
wonder, and Aſtoniſhment, I cannot 
utter the leaſt tittle of thy Praiſe. O 
what meaneth the height of this 
ſtrange Love ? that the Lord of all, 
ſhould enter into Covenant with his V 
Dnſt, and take into his Boſom the 
Viperous Brood, that have fo often 
ſpit their Venom in his Face? I am 
not worthy to waſh the Feet of the 
Servants of my Lord, how much leſs 
to be one with thee, and to be made 
partaker of thoſe bleſſed Privileges 
ſettled upon thy Sors 2 but for thy 
Goodneſs ſake, and according te 
thine own Heart haſt thou done this; 
even fa Father, becauſe it ſeemed 
good unto thee, Wonder, O Hea- 
vens, . and be moved, O Earth, at this 
at thing ! Rejoyce, O ye Angels; 
ike up, ye Celeſtial Quires ; hel 
whole Creation ; fing unto the Lord, 
O ye his Saints; prepare an'Epithala- 
minn, O all ye Friends of the Bride- 
vom; be ready with the Marriage 
mg: for Heaven and Earth, po 
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and Man, are reconciled, a Covenant 
of Peace entered and ſealed, Jehovah 
hath betrothed himſelf to his hope- 
leſs Captives, and owns the Marriage 
before all the World : He is become 
one with us, and we with him ; he 
hath bequeathed to us Heaven and 
Earth. with the Fulneſs thereof, and 
kept back, left us nothing to ask at 
his hands, but what he hath already 
freely granted. O, had I the Tongues 
of Men and Angels, all were too 
little for my ſingle turn, the whole 
Quire is not ſufficient to utter his 
Praiſe. | 
And will the Lord be mime? will 
he receive his Rebel to Mercy, and 
open his Door to his Prodigal I 
bow my ſelf before thee ; O Lord, I 
here lay 'hold on thy Covenant; 1 
ſubſcribe to thy Conditions, and cloſe 
with my Mediator; I accept thy 
Kindnefs, I adventure my ſelf upon 
thy. Fidelity, and truſt my. whole 
Happineſs here and hereafter upon 
thy Promiſes. O my God, I ſub- 
je& my whole Soul unto thee : O my 
Rock, 
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pork in thee will I. build all my 
and Confidence: O ſtaff of my 

ſtrength of my Soul, life of a 

Jor and Lhe 3 joy of my Life, I will 

and ſing under thy Shadow with 

great Delight, and glory in thy Sal- 
vation. 

I heretake thee at thy Word, thou 
God of Truth ; thou requireſt but 
my Conſent and Acceptance, and here 
thou haſt it: in token whereof re- 
cetve this Pledge thou haſt left me; 
believing thou wilt eſtabliſh for ever 
thy Word unto thy Servant, and do - 
as thou haſt ſaid. In this Blood of 
thine, OBleſled Saviour, I believe, I 
Teceive it as mine, 1 thirſtily drink 


down, and heartily apply it, with a 


comfortable Expectation 'of all thoſe | 


Js, purchaſed, ſecured, ſealed 


[: ammoreloathſome and abomina- 
ble than the croaking Toad, or moſt 
venomous Serpent ; but this. Blood 


"was ſhed to make. me preciows before 
thee, whichTIdurſt not have thought, 


but that I hear thee ſay, Since thou 
wa 
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waſt precious in my Sight, thou. h, 

ref | razor Fa pe £ ; loved Fea 
And, ©, how-truly mayſt thou call 
#5 a dear, a precions People, who are 
bought with that Blood, a-drop of 
which is of worth to purchaſe Hea- 
ven and Earth ! | 

IL owe the ſuffering-of the Penalty 
due, for breaking thy Law, violating 
thy Covenant, and - wronging thy 
Juſtice. But was not this Blood ſhed 
for our good, and in our ſtead ? hath 
not our Surety made full ſatisfaction? 
undergone the Curſe of ,our Sins? 
born them all in his own.Body upon 
the Tree 2 endured as much as #hey 
deſerved, as thy Juſtice demanded ? 
was he not once offered up to bear 
the Sins .of many? became he not 
ſubject to the Law for us, in our Na- 
ture, and repreſentatively. in our 
ſtead? ſetting us.right with, recon- 
ciling us again to-thee ? hath he not 
made Satisfation for the Injury we 
had done thee as our Judge, and per- 
formed that Service we owed thee 
as our Maker? Is not the Creditor 
; ſatisfied 


ſatisfied when the Debt is paid? will 
'thy Juſtice ſuffer thee to:demand the 
'fame Debt twice, 'of the Surety and 
Debtor'? is not thy wrath appeaſed 
with 4imz, made fo miferable a 
\Spectacle, ſo dear unto thee? is not 
-the leaſt drop of this Blood of God, 
of more value. than a Sea-of mine. ? 
enough to ranſom as'many Worlds 
of Men, as Men in this? a ſufficient 
Satisfaction for all my Sins, an all- 
ſufficient Price for my Redemption ? 
being juſtified freely by his 'Grace 
through 'the Redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet 
forth to be a Propitiation throngh 
Faith in his Blood ; to declare this 
Righteouſneſs 'for the Remiſſion of 
- Sins that are paſt, through the 'For- 
bearance of God; to declare, 'T fay, 
his Righteouſneſs, that he might be 
Juſt, and the Juſtifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jeſus. :If we confeſs our 
Sins, - he is faithful and juftto forgive 
-us'our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 
all Unrighteouſneſs. 
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-I am guilty of many hernons Sins 
againſt Love and Light, Mercies and 
Judgments, my own Conſcience,and 
the Light of Nature; 'and- without 
ſhedding of Blood is no Remiſſ#on, 
' But here is that which procures it for 
us, and ſeals the Promilſe of it to us, 
to the praiſe of the Glory of thy 
Grace, thou haſt made usaccepted in 
the Beloved; once in the end of the 
World, he hath appeared to put away 
Sin by theSacrifice of himſelf,in whom 
we have Redemption . through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
Thy Word affures it to all that take 
him for their Saviour, (which I find 
my ſelf by thy Grace enabled to do) 
and thon haſt bound thy Word with 
thy Oath, and to both added thy Sa- 
eraments as Seals z this threefold 
Cord cannot be broken. At the day 
of Judgment thou wilt own thy 
Hand and Seal, and $olemnly acquit 
me whom thou now pardoneſt by 

thy deed of Gift, the Goſpel ;. there 


3s no Condenmation to them that art 


in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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Tam naturally; and by evil Works, 
at a diſtance from thee, at Enmity 
with thee, an Enemy to thee. But 
God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
World unto himfelf; his Blood was 
given to make an Attonement for 
our Sins : thy Wrath is turned from 
us, thou art become propitious to 
Believers. Chriſt our P, over 1s (4- 
cri for us, the Propitiation 
(Propitiatory Sacrifice) for our Sins, 
that thou, mighteſt paſs over and look 
upon us with a pleaſing Aſpe&; be 
fatisfied for Sin, and pacified to Sin» 


ners; Sin expiated, and thou appea- 
ſed : and we as well ingratiated, 
brought .into_ favour, . of Enemies 
made Friends, as paeconeds having 


made up the breach, and made Peace 
through the Blood of his Croſs, by 
him, to reconcile all things to him- 
felf; we that were ſometimes Aliens 
and Enemies, now thou haſt recon- 
called in the Body of his Fleſh through 
Death; to preſent us holy, unblame- 
able, unreproveable in thy ſight. We, 
who ſometimes were far off, are 

| H wade 


_ 


made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, 
for he isour Peace (our Peace-maker 
who hath made both one, and broken 
down the middle Wall of Partition 
between us; by whom we have alſo 
now received the Attonement. 
Lord, I amnaturally in worſe than 
ZEgyptian Bondage, a Captive to $&- 
tan, a Slave to my Luſts, deſtitute of 
Grace, and every good thing. But 
15 not here 4 ſufficient Price laid down 
for my Ranſom ? and all thingsper- 
taining to Life and Godlineſs ? hath 
He not obtained eternal Redemption 
for us, who cameto give, who gave 
himſelf a Ranfom for many, for all? 
Hath he not delivered, redeemed 
and bought me quite out of the han 
of Juſtice, out of the power of Sin 
and Satan? If while we were yet 
Sinners, Chriſt died for ns, much 
more then being now juſtified by his 
Blood, ſhall we be ſaved from Wrath 
through him. For Sin, he condemned 
Sin in the Fleſh, overcame Death, 
and deſtroyed him that had” the 
power of Death, even the — 
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beg of thee, and rely upon thee for 
Supplies of my Soul-preſſing Wants, 
Grace, Peace, and Comfort, more 
love. unto thee, and fear of thee z 
and I ask no-more than what he hath 
bought for ze; who hath not only 
purchaſed me with his own Blood, but 
all good things by the Redundancy 
of his Merit, after Satisfaction made 
unto thee for our Debt. | 
I have no Righteouſneſs of my 
own, but what is as filthy Rags, 
but thou haſt made him to be Sin for 
us, who knew no Sin, that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him: cloathed with him, and appear 
in thy ſight as parts of h;ſelf, the 
Fulneſs of 4izx that filleth all in all. 
O! impute not the Guile, but the 
Merit of his Blood unto me : behold 
me in him, whom thou haſt appoint- 
ed Mediator between Thee and Sin- 

ners; whoſe Righteouſneſs in eve 
point anſwers thy Juſtice, and whoſe 
fferings are. ſufficient to ſatisfic the 
Penalty of all my Sins : O, balance 
them againſt mine Iniquities; and 
H 2 the 
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the exceſs and proportion of Virtue 
in his Obedience, againſt-the Malig- 
nity and Unpleafingneſs of my Difo- 
bedience ; they will ſo far exceed in 
Weight and Worth, that thou wilt 
x Juſtice rather pour forth thy Mer: 
cy upon me, and accept me into Fa- 
vour for the one, than hold me (till 
in Diſpleaſure for the other. And,0 
thou who without grudging, bore 
my Burthen when thou ſtoodeſt at 
the Bar of Accuſation! when thou 
ſhalt ſit-in the Seat of Judgment, wilt 
thou not declare my Pardon ? Where 
thy ſelf haſt paid the Debt, thy 
Juſtice cannot deny Acquaintance; 
nor thy tender Love ſuffer thee to 
condemn, or reje& a Member of thy 
Body, a part of thy ſelf. Thou that 
ſufferedſt for me here, and pleadeſt 
for me now, cannot forget to be fo 
gracious to me then. 

The Law, Satan, and my Sins not 
only filence me, that I cannot plead 
my own Cauſe, but they- plead a- 
gamſt me, and cry unto thee for 
Vengeance. But is not this Blood as 

2 
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a viſible Prayer in every Wound, as 
ſo many Mouths open, interceding 
to. thee for Pardon and Mercy for 
me? ſaying, Behold the travel of 
my Soul, the purchace of my Blood, 
the fruit of my Agonies; for him I 
wept and ſweat, bled and died; he 
hath ſinned, but I have ſatisfied : he 
departed for a Seaſon, that thou 
Thould'ſ receive him for ever, not ag 
a Servant only, but brother unto 
me, both in theFleſh,and inthe Lord ; 
for mine, and thy own ſake, there- 
fore if thou accounteſtme thy Beloved 
Son, receive him as my ſelf,in whom 
thou art . well .pleaſed. If he has 
wronged thee, or owes thee ought, 
put it on my account, I will repay 


it, I will anſwer for him : I Jeſus 


have ratified and confirmed it with my 
own Blood : his Surety. came not out 
of Priſon, until he had paid the ut- 
termoſt Farthing, Behold, O Lord, 
the bleeding Wounds of thy own 
Son ; remember how his Body was. 
broken z; think upon his precious: 
Blood ſhed for us; let us die, if he 
H 3 hath 
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hath not made a full SatisfaCtion, 
we defire not to be pardoned, if he 
hath not paid our Debt. But canſt 
thou - bchold him, and not be well 
pleaſed with us > canſt thon look 
upon his Body and Blood which we 
prefent to thee, and turn thy Face 
trom us? O, let us prevail in the vit- 
tue of his Sacrifice, for the Gracez 
and Bleflings we need ! Take pity, 
have mercy upon us for his ſake, 
whom we now deſire to hold up be- 


tween thy Anger, and our Souls; | 


and hide not thy ſelf from -, unleſs 
thou canſt from hi»7, whom we bring 
with us, anto thee. While we are 
remembring him at his Table, he is 
remembring us at his Father's Right- 
Hand ; making our Peace, —— 
our Cauſe, appearing in our ſtead, 
interceding for, ſuing out our Pardon 
in the Court of Heaven, ſeeing right 
done him on our behalf. 

FT am not only guilty, but polluted 
Sin hath as well defiled, as it would 
damn me. But, he hath loved ns, 
aud waſhed ns from our Sins in his own 

Blood ; 
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Blood , which is of Virtue to purifie 
me, as well as value and merit to 
pacitie thee, To this Fountain which: 
thou haſt ſet open, 1 bring my pollu- 
ted Soul ; and. what hinders but that 
I may waſh and be clean ? be purged 
from the filth, as well as pardoned 
for, and ſaved from the Guilr of all 

y Sins? for the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us. from all 
Sin. 

O, how often is my Soul caſt dowrr 
within me 2 my Omiſſions and Com- 


- miſſions, my Sins, and Duties (as I 


perform them) diſcomfort me; I an 
alhamed of; and bluſh to ſee them 
my: Petitions for Pardon, ſtand in 
need of Pardon; my Tears, of waſh- 
ing; my beſt Performances, are Pro- 
yocations, and help to fill up the 
meaſure of my Sins ; but for the 
Prieſt that offers, the Altar that - 
ſanfihes all my Services, - the ſweet 
Incenſe he offers with our Prayers. 
His Prieſthood is forever available; 
and effeual for us.. Here is Wine 
fyeetned with the Love of God,per- 
H 4. fumed: . 
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fumed with the divine Nature; that 
chears the Heart of God by way of 
Satisfaftion, and the Heart of Man by 
way of Pacification; that makes Peart 
in Heaven, and within us; and all 
our Sacrifices well pleafing unto hee 
who dealeft not with as according to 
our Frailties, but i in ow Adv 
cate; who, when he had by himſelf 
purged our Sins, ſate down on the 
Right-hand of the Majeſty on high, 
and ever lives to make Interceihon 
tor us. If thy Grace prevented ug 
before Repentance, that we might 
return, ſhall it not much more pre- 
vent repenting Sinners, that we may 
not periſh? how canſt thou but love 
them that love thee, ſeeing thou 
lovedſt us when we hated thee 2 


O my ſtony, unrelenting Heart! 


how unaffected am I with my own 
Vileneſs, and thy Goodneſs; the 
Fvil of Sin, and Excellency of Grace ; 
the worth of my Soul, and Death of 
my Saviour ? but the blood of Chriſt 
is able to ſcften and mollifie the moſt 
obdurate Sinner. O that I could = 
ec 
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the Virtue.and Power of z#, diſlol- 


ving this Rock into a Fountain of 


Tears, a relenting Frame, an Heart 
.of Fleſh ! 


My Luſts and Corruptions are 
many and mighty ; too ſtrong for 
me, but not for thy ſelf. As in the: 


firſt Adam's Sin, 'Man died legally, fo 


in the ſecond Adam's Death, Sin died' 
virtually. He ſuffered to ſav: his 
People from their Sins; that F »ſelf, 
and not Sz, ſhould.have Do: 1iniom 
over us. Shall not that Blood mor-- 
tife my Pride, Worldlineſs, inordi-- ' 
nate AﬀeCtions, which ſhall ſubdue: 
the whole body of. Sin? ſhall-I re— 


; proacly or make void-his Death unto: 


my own Soul > or-by continuance in: 


- Sin, that brought fo. great a Punifh-- 
- ment on ſo great a Perfon,be agreater 


Enemy to him than the Jews were > 


- How ſhall we that: are dead' to Sin, 


tive any longer therein; knowing; 


\ this, that our Old Man: 18 crucified” 


with him, that the body of Sin-might- 


. be deſtroyed; that henceforth. we: 


ſhould not ſerve Sin 2: O that T may. 
H. 5, hence+- 
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henceforth find and reckon my {If 
to be dead unto. Sin, but alive unto 
' God through Jeſus Chriſt: our Lord! 

O how am I tempted and aflault- 
ed ! that I am ſometimes ready to 
ſay, I ſhall one day fall by my fpiri- 
tuat Enemies ; but Faith gives us a 
thare in the Vidories of Chriſt : ha- 
ving ſpoiled all Principalities and 
Powers, he made a ſhew of them 0- 
penly z triumphing over them as our 
Enemies, in, on the Groſs, his tri- 
umphant Chariot ; took away from | 
them. all poſlibility to hurt ; though Y- 
they aſlault us (till, we are affured of 
ar: abſolute Vicory.. The Accufer 
of the Brethren 15 caſt down, which 
. accuſed: thew before God day and 
night, and they overcome by the 
Blood of the Lamb, that hath quench- 
ed the Flames of divine Fury, and 
all our Exemies are reconciled or ſul- 
an : 

Ah, my- Lord ! how often doth 
Sin.and the World deaden my Heart 
and AﬀeCtions towards thee 2 O, how 
dull, how indiſpoſed? that. I cannot 


pray 
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y with Life, nor be lively in th 
Dn: but this Blood was ſhed Kd 
ſet Priſoners free; and is the life of 
all our Duties, Graces, and Comforts. 
O that its: Power: and Efficacy may 
quicken and enliven me, may put Vi1- 
yacity and AGyvity in me! that I 
za pray and hear; receive, meditate, 
and diſcourſe of ſpiritual things, 
with Freedom and Liberty, Liveli-- 
neſs and Chearfulneſs. 

O that I may no more disbelieve, 

or queſtion the Promiſes of this Life; 


, or that to come. For this Blood ra- 


tiftes and confirms the Covenant of. 
Grace z not only purchaſed, but aſſures - 
us of all good things. Chriſt's Will” 
and Teſtament, wherein he hath be-- 
queathed ſuch precious Legacies to- 
his People, is now' of force ;. for a: 
Teſtament. is of. force after the Teſta-- 
tor is Dead.. . 

Tam guilty, but He was holy, harm-- 
leſs, undefiled, ſeperate from Sinners ;- 
in his hands-no Wickedneſs, in his : 
Heart no Sin; no Guile found in his: 
Mouth..” And where there is no 5s 
| thou: 
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thou infliteſt no Puniſhment : But 
He was numbred with the Tranf- 
grefſors ; ſurely then the Lord hath 
taid on him the Iniquity of us all: 
for the Tranſgreſſion of thy People 
was he ſmitten ; by his Knowl 5 
fhalt thy righteons Servant juſti 
many, for he ſhall bear their Iniqui- 
ties. O! I take thee at thy word, 
and do believe alt my Sins, with all 
thine Ele&'s, were imputed to our 
Surety ;, and the Wages of Sin infli&- 
ed on him, that we might be fully 
acquitted-and diſcharged. 

I am guilty of many aggravated 
Sins, and am the greateſt of Sinners ; 
but with thee is plentegws Redemption 
through Chriſt Jetys; who fthed bis 
Blood, not becauſe we were righteous, 
but to make us ſo - of infinite Vertue 
and Merit ; as ſufficient for me, as if 
none elſe were juſtified or faved by 
it. He is able to fave to the utmoſt 
all that come unto thee by him. 

O; how final, how imperfe@ are 

Graces> how cold my Love? 
how weak my: Faith? how faint my 
Deſires 
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Deſires after thee? but the leaſt de- 
.of Grace is the Fruit 'of #his 
lood : O thatTI may find zts k 
rfecting that good Work thou haſt 
Town fo me; that I may go from 
Strength to Strength, till} Grace be 
conſummated in Glory. Through the 
Blood of the eternal Covenant, make me 
perfe# in every good Work to do thy 
Wil working in me that which is well 
pleaſing in thy Sight. 
O! what Trifles diſturb my ehart- 
table Aﬀe&ions? how interrupted 


- and inconſtant is my Love to thoſe, 


who by one Spirit are all Baptized into 
one Body ? But Chriſt hath reconciled 
us into one Body by the Croſs, having 
flain the Enmity thereby 8 Othat hence- 
forth I may be of one Heart with his 
Diſciples; and love them as he hath 


loved us! 


Our God is a conſuming Fire ; but 
in hzs Sor a Reconciled Father ; He 
ave lafolf or #s ; And ſhall the 
$entenee of thy Judgment diſannul 
the merit of his Sufferings, of his Satis- 
im # Did(t thou not puniſh — 
[at 
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that thou mighteſt ſpare #s ? 1s it not 
as great a neceflity of thy ſatisfied 


Faſtice to ſpare the Sinner, as it was 
of thy offended Juſtice to puniſh the 
Sin? thou art not only reconcileable, 
but become our: Friend... O; how 
comfortable are thoſe words of thine 
to my guilty Soul, the Father judgeth 
0 Man, but hath committed all Judg- 
ment to the Son 5 his firſt coming was 
in the Fleſh; when he took on him- 
felf our Nature ; his ſecond in the 
Spirit, when he imparted unto us of 
hisSpirit ; his#hird will be in power, 
when he ſhall communicate to us his 
Glory: his firſ# was to redeem, his 
ſecond to comfort, his third will beto: 
reward us. If we be careful not to 
offend, he will not be extream to mark 
what wt do amiſs. He will proceed 
not according to the Law, which re- 
quires an abſolute Obedience without 
Sin, and'condemns all that have been 
guilty of any Sin ; but according to 
the Goſpel, which admits of Repent- 
ance for the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and 
will condemn.none but the unbeliev- 

ing 
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ing and impenitent Sinner. Dawma- 


tor 1s denounced, not for breaking 


the Law, but rejef:ng the Goſpel. He 
* faithful, becauſe he hath promiſed ; 


and juſt, becauſe his Sox hath par- 
chaſed Forgiveneſs. The fame Sen- 
tence ſhalt be pronounced as is: paſt 
already in the- Goſpel. Whoſoever be- 
leves 1 him, ſhall not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. 

Sin ſhut us out of Paradiſe; but 
the Blood of Chriſt hath opened the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. 
It gives us here a Right, and here- 


-afteran Admiſſion : through this Red 
Sea we enter- into the Heavenly: Ca- 


#aax 2, and for this cauſe he is a Me- 
diator of the New: Teſtament, that 
by means of Death, forthe Redemp- 
tion of the Tranſgreſſhions that were 
under the firſt Teſtament, they which 
are called might” recezve the ' Promiſe 
of Eternal Inheritance. 

And: he that hath purchaſed for 
us a-Kiredomhath thrown in, ſtored 
up all Neceſſarits for our Paſlage thi- 
ther'; Maintenance for: his Heirs, => 


til they come to Age. He will not 


negle& his Members ; not ſtarve his } 


own Body : He will refreſh the w 
P:lerim ;, furniſh and fupply-us wit 
Proviſion to ſerve us by the: way, till 
we come home to himſelf, How ſhall 
he refuſe our Prayers for any thing, 
now we are-united to his Perſon; 
our Souls joined to and nouriſht by 
his Body, ſanCtified by his Blood, and 
cloathed with his Robes, marked 
with his Charafter, and Sealed with 
his Spirit, renewed with his Vows, 
configned to his Glory, and adopted 
to his Inheritance ; when we repre- 
ſent his Death, and pray in virtue 
of his Paſſion, and imitate his Inter- 
ceſſion, and do that he commands, 
and take Chriſt along with-us in our 
Arms, and offer him, he effentially 
loves > He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with hin freely give us 
all things. £ | 
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BU here is no continuing En- 
tertainment 1 O how unwilling- 
ly doI riſe? How loth am I to go 
hence ? How good is it to be here ? 
How Iong could I fit here and feaſt 
my ſelf 2 O what running Banquets 
wy Lord affords me ! fure he need 
not fear I ſhould ſurfeit on himſelf, , 
or be weary of his Company. O ! 
what ſhall I do in yonder unfatisfy- 
ing, Soul-ſtarving World 2 I have 


been feeding 'on my Paſchal Eamb, 
and now muſt I to my ſour Herbs 
again! If it be his Will, I muſt obey! 
but O, take me +— Hand, lead 


and uphold me, be ſtill by me; let 
me ſee thee always with me. I know 
thou haſt prepared the endleſs Feaſt 
above, where I ſhall ever lie in thy 
Boſom, under the uninterrupted 
Beams of thy fmiling and all-cheering 
Countenance ; and glut my hungry 
Soul on the Banquet of thy ever 
Bleſſed felf; In compariſon of which 

; I 
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I now rather Faſt than Feaſt ; and 
enjoy but dropsof the River of Plea. 
ſure ; an' Antipaſt of the eternal Sup. 
per, a Vigil-of the. Eternal Reſt, 
where my Appetite ſball be Satisfied, 
and my Thirſt quenched in the Ocean 
it ſelf: where I ſhall ſee thee in thy 
Glory, and be raviſh'd in the fight of 
thy Beauty, and drink of thoſe over- 
flowing | = ſtreaming from the 
Light of thy ever bleſſed Face. Where 
Body and Soul ſhall be ſubje& to no 
Corruption, Impertettion, or Decay; 
nor ſtand in need of ſuch Viaticums 
to fapport us in our way. Where 
the veil of our Mortality ſhall be 
rent; our Mud-wall of Fleſh made 
Spiritual and tranſparent z the Sha- 
dows and Reſemblances aboliſhed ; 
the Glaſs removed, the Riddle of 
our Salvation unfolded, the Vapors 
of Corruption diſpelled, the Patience 
of our ExpeQtation rewarded ; where 


from the power. of the Spirit within, I 


and preſence of Chriſt without, 
there ſhall be diffuſed. on the whole 
Man a double Luſtre of that exceed- 
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ing abundant ny This Ordinance 
js a Type of that Eternal Feaſt ;, the 
feeding on his Body, a Pledge of ſee- 
my his Face; the fame Company there, 
and Chriſt in the midſt of them; 
where he ſhall gird himſelf, and make 
xs to fit down at meat, and come forth 
and ſerve us, And O, the Dignity, 
and the Comfort of thoſe Servants, 
who have infinite delight, Majeſty 
it ſelf, condeſcending to ſerve then 
at the Table ! for the Gueſts to have 

hin (et himſelf to ſolace them ; who 
is infinite in ſweetneſs and Know- 
ledge, to make his ſweetneſs pleaſe 


them; whoſe Boſom is the Hiveand 


Centre of all Goodneſs, in which all 
the ſcattered parcels of Blefſedneſs 
are bundled up. 

' Butalas, as yet Tam on Farth, and 
have my work to do, too-too heavy 
for me; ſcarcely ſhould T have laſted 
out ſo long, but that at ſuch Seaſons 


 aS this he repairs my ſinking Soul, b 


pouring 1n the Cordials of his Blood, 
the Comforts of his Spirit. O little 


did I think to be thus much made of, 
or 
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or minded by hizz, who is ſo take 
up with the Attendance, and Praiſes 
of his Heavenly Hoſt; my Conſc- 
ence would have kept me away, but 
he called me to him; ran to meet 
me, took me in his Arms, and re- 
buked my timorous Spirit, ſayi 
Wherefore didſt ſt thou fear e 1 called 
my ſelf Prodigal, a Companion of 
Swine, a miſerable, hard-hearted 
Wretch, no more worthy to be called 
his Son, or Servant; he called me 
Child, and chid me for queſtioning 
his Love. He hath readily forgiven 
me thoſe Sins I thought would have 
made my Soul the Fuel of Hell. He 
hath put on- me the beſt Robe, his 
Son's Righteouſneſs; a Ring .on 
Hand, honoured, adorned me wit 
the Riches, the Seals and Pledges of 
his Love; and Shoes on my Feet, 
prepared, armed, firmly ſettled me 
to-go through all the Difhculties of 
a rugged way: by enabling me to 
| believe. the Goſpel of Peace and 
Atonement. Hehath killed the Fat- 
ted Calf for me, inſtead of mingling 
| my 
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my Blood with my Sacrifice; and 
entertained me with Joy, with Mu- 
fick and with Feaſting ; when I bet- 
ter deſerved to have been howling 
among the Dogs without the Door, 
than a Crumb at his Table. * He hath 
embraced me in his ſuſtaining, Con- 
folatory Arms, when he might have 
ſpurned my guilty Soul to Hell, ſay- - 
ing, Depart from me, I know you not. 
- Ot! how ſhallTmention the loving 
Kindneſs and Praiſes of the Lord, ac- 
cording to his Mercy, according to 
the multitude of his loving Kindneſs, 
according to all he hath beſtowed on 
me, and his great Goodneſs to the 
Houſe of 1[/7g2e! 2: O, that Iconld pro- 
chim"thy Love to all the* World, 
and make the whole Earth. ring with 
thy Praiſes, and awake every Crea- 
ture to do it with me! O thatT could 
land him with the Celeſtial Quire, ' 
and joyn my Heart and Voice with 
the ſpirits of juſt Men made perfect ! 
[To him] who hath created a whole 
World fo large, beautiful, and mag- 
nificent to ſerve us z; ſubjected ſo fair 

2 


a Territory to-our Dominion z con- 
irgped to our uſe ſo numerous a race 
of goodly Creatures, to be managed, 
enjoyed, governed by us. [To bom 
who hath endued our Bodies ſo fear- 
fully, wonderfully,. curiouſly made, 
with, Souls reſembling his excel 
lent Perfetions in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, ca 
pable of ſerving and enjoying him 
affording to that end all convenient 
, InſtruCtions, Fong any io and Afs 
ſiſtances. [To him] that ſupplies our 
manifold Needs, protects us from in» 
numerable dangers, gives us whatſo- 
ever is neceſſary, convenient, and 
om for our Uſe, —— ir 
ight z accepts our Acknowledg- 
nl of has Bleſſings, as Argu- 
ments and Opportunities of conter- 
ring freſh ones: who nmught utterly 


have caſt us off when we threw of 


our Obedience, and long ago; have 
fann'd us as Chaft from. off the Face 
of the Earth, by the Breath of by 
Noſtrils,, into unquenchable Fire. 
[To him] who remembred us in on 

ow 
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The Communſon Cloſe. x81 
low Eſtate, when we had loſt his 
Inage and Favorr (our Excellency 
and Happineſs) deſcended from his 
Imperial Throne, took upon himſelf 
uk converſed as it were upon 
equal Terms with us, to affume us 
into a nearer Aﬀinity ; ſubmitting to 
our choice, a ' Crown that cannot 
fade, Scepters that cannot be extort- 
ed from us. | To him] Who hath 
ſaved, . and called us with an holy 
Calling ; quickned ns who were dead 
m Treſ; and Sins; opened our 
Eyes, bowed our Wills; ſpiritualized 
our Aﬀedions, changed us from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, that we 
might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, 

an Inheritance ar them that 
are ſan&ified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
fTo him] who forgives our Iniqui- 
ties, covers our Sins, juſtifies the un- 

y, healeth all onr Diſeaſes; 

pnteth notour Treſpaſſes, but his 

zwhteouſneſs unto us: redeemeth 
urLife from Death and Deſtruction : 
crowneth us with loving _—_— 
an 
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and tender Mercies.- || To him] who 


hath adopted us, and looks upon ug, 
provides for us, and deals with ug 
as Sons, Heirs of God, and Co-heirs 
with Chriſt, Fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of 
God. [ To him] who hath not late 
ly begun, or will ſuddenly ceaſe, i 
neither inconſtant, or mutable in his 
AﬀeCtions, but from everlaſting,con- 
tinues, and will to Eternity perſevere 
immutable in his Intentions to. do-us 
good; that hath :delivered, doth 
deliver, and will deliver ; and never 
leave us nor forſake us. © [To him] 
whom no Ingratitude, undutiful Car- 


riage, or Diſobedience of ours,could 


one minute wholly remove or divert 
from his ſteady. purpoſe of caring for 
us: who regards us, though we do 
not attend to him; procures our 
Welfare, though we negle& his Con- 
cerns,, employs his reſtleſs Thoughts, 
extends his watchful Eye, exerts his 
powerful Arm, .is. always mindful, 
and buhie to-do us good :. watches 0- 
ver us, when we ſleep; remembers 

| us 
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vs when we forget our 'ſelves; in 
whom 'tis infinite Condeſcention to 
think of #9, placed fo far beneath 
his Thoughts ; to value us, Duſt, in- 
conſiderable nothings; not to deſpiſe 
and hate us, ſoreally deſpicable, and 
unworthy. { To him} that is as mer- 
ciful and gracious, as liberal and mu- 
nificent: that not only beſtows on” 
us more Gifts, but pardons us more 
Debts than we live Minutes; that 
with infinite Patience endures, not 
only our manifold Infirmities, and 
Imperfe&ions, but our petulant Fol- 
lies, and obſtinate Peryerſeneſs,care- 
&(s Negleds, wilful Miſcariages,trea- 
cherous Infidelities ; who puts up the 
exceeding many outragious Aﬀronts, 
Injuries, and Contumehes, continu- 
ally offered to his Supreme Majeſty, 
by zs baſe Worms, whom he hath 
always under his Feet, and can crufl 
at his Pleaſure. [To him] that hath 
loved. us, and waſhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and hath made 
us Kings and Priefts unto God his 
Father; .a_ Note the Anggls cannot 

| I ſing, 


A 
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ſing, who have many fifains of 
Praiſe we are unacquainted with. [Ty 
him] that is able to keep us from fall. 
ing, and to preſent us faultleſs be. 
fore the preſence' of his Glory with 
exceeding great Joy. [ To him] that 
wonchſafes'us Hearts, and Abilities' to 
wait upon, free acceſs unto, a con- 
ſtant Intercourſe, and familiar ac- 
quaintance with himſelf; to eſteem, 
and ſtile us his Friends, his Children, 
to invite us frequently, and entertain 
vs ſo kindly with theſe incomparable 
delightful Delicacies of ſpirittal re- 
paſt, with an Aﬀection as great, us 
our Fare is coſtly: yea, to viſit us: 
often at our Home, and if we admit, 
to abide and dwell with ns; indule- 
ing us the enjoyment of that Pre- 
ſence, wherein the life of all Joy 
and Happineſs conſiſts; and to be- 
Hold the light, of His all-cheari 
Countenance. ' [To hrm] who giv 
freely and wpbraideth no Man with 
former Unkindnefles, and Negles of 
his Love, we are heartily aſhamed of; 
who calls us neither very frequently, 
nor 
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nor..over-{tritly to account; who 
exaQs of us no Impoſlibility, no dit- 
ficult Burthen, or coſtly: Return ;, be- 
ing ſatisfied with the chearful accept- 
ance of his-Favours, - the hearty Ac- 
knowledgments of his Goodneſs, the 
fiacere Performance of f#ch Duties, 


to. which our own Welfare, Comfort, | 


Advantage ( rightly apprehended ) 
would chal e abundantly diſpoſe 
us. [To him) whoſe Bemefits to ac- 
ty 15- the greateſt Beret of 
all: toibe enabled to thank him, who 
deſerves our greateſt Tharks ; to - 
ſenfible of whoſe Beneficence , 
meditate on whoſe Goodneſs, to he 
mire whoſe Excellencies, to celebrate 
whoſe Praiſe, is Heever it ſelf, the 
- of Angels, -the Quinteſſence of 
oy, the ſupream pitch of Beatstude. 
[To bir] whoſe Benefits are _—_ 
great, innumerably many, ine —_ 
ly good ,and precious, lory, 
age efly and; Dominion now and. for 


” x1 O thou, the bleſſed Fountain 
of all. Mercy ar 5 _a_ Inſpire 
our 
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our Hearts with thy Heavenly Grace; 
and thereby enable »s rightly to a 
prehend, diligently to conſider, fai 
fully to remember, worthily to e- 
ſteem, to be thankfully affefted with, 
to render all due Acknowledgment, 
Praiſe, Loveand thankful Obedience 
for this, and all thy great and mani- 
fold Favours and Benefits conferred 
y_ us. And Bleſſed be the Lord 
od of Iſrael from oy ns, fo evers 
-7aſting, and Blefled be his Glorious 
ame for ever; and let the whole 
| Earth be filled with his Glory, and let 
all the People ſay, Amen. | 
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() How great a Lord hath my 
Soul entertained ! How glorious 
-a Gueſt doſtthon now harbour ! How 
pleaſant, how faithful a Friend haſt 
thou now taker /in !- How dear an 
Husbanddoſt thou now enjoy ! Othe 
ineſtimable Benefits received in theſe 
high and holy Myſteries ! What am 5 
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0 Lord, or what js in me, that thou 


ſhouldſt do me this great Honour - and 
Glory 2 and reveal unto me thy Heart 
and Love,whichk: is ſecret unto others ? 
Thou might'tt have: prepared Tor- 
wents, but behold Privileges for me! 
lamunworthy to touch theThreſhold 
of thine Houſe, and thou haſt taker 
me to, thy 'Table.z not worthy to 
ſtand among thy Servants, and: thou 


baſt made me.-fit with my Saviour ; 


not worthy to fall down before thy 
Foot-ſ{tool, and thou haſt ſmiled up-- 
on me, come 1n to me, and made my 
Heart thy Throne; while others eat 
the Bread of Violence, and drink the 


Wine of Deceit: what amT, that I 


ſhould- eat the Body, and drink the 


Blood of thine own Son? I am: not 


worthy to. eat the 'Bread of Men, 
and'thou haſt given.me that of Angels. 
What they admire, L have received , 


whom they adore, I have entertain- 


ed ; their Wonder is my Meat ; Chriſt 
and they are two, I and my Saviour 


are one - OQunſpeakable Myſtery ! O: 


mcomparable Mercy. 
I 3 This: 


x93 Going Done. 
This is He who came from Edom, 
with .dyed Garments from Bozrg, 
whom we have ſeen glorions un his 
Apparel, travelling m the Greatneſs 
of his Strength ; returning in triumph 
from the Slaughter and Conqueſt of 
all his, and our Enemies; mighty to 
ſave us from our Sys, that were 
- Mighty to condetnn. And he hath 
on' his Veſizre (the Title is conſpicu- 
ous)”and on'his Thigh (the place of 
ſtrength) King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. Wherefore art thou red 
in thy Apparel, and thy Garments 
like him that treadeth the Wine-fat? 
E have trodden ten 6 oh fee 
Fierceneſs ant Wrath of Goa, and of 
the People'there was none with:me 
F have diſcomfited my Peoples Ene- 
mies, and trodden them down like 
Grapes in # Wine-Prefs: their Blood 
is fprinkted npon my Garments, and] 
have ſtained all my Garments. O, I 
beheld his Blood ftreaming down 
through the Holes in his ſide! O, 
what # fight," a Fire, a flameof Love 
did I ce in his bleſſed Heart, and 


my 
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my ſelf pourtrayed upon it > my 
Name among the reſt, O, with what 
Joy and Comfort to my Soul! he 
hath ſet me as a Seal upon his Hearc, 
Loveis {trongas Death, many Waters 
of affliction- cannot quench it, nor 
the Floods of Trouble or Perſecution 
drown itz might all the Pleaſures, 
Profits, Honours of the World. be 

ven for it, it would be utterly de- 
Diſed, O, how eafie I find his Yoke ! 
how light his Burthen ! methinks I 
could watch and pray, do and ſuffer 
more believingly, more couragiouſly 
than ever.. 1: was the Voice of my be» 
loved that knocked, ſaying, Oper unto 
me, my Sifter, my ove, my Dove, 
my OUndefiled : he put in his Hands 
by the Holes of the Door, and my Bowels 
were moved for him , my Soul failed 
when he ſpake. I ſought him in every 

art of the Ordinance, and he was 

und of me; I called him, and he 
ga ine anſwer : I ſate under his 

hadow with great Delight, and his 
Fruit was ſweet to my taſt. He brought 
me to the Banqueting-houſe, and his 
L 4 Banner 
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Banner over me was Love. His Left- 
hand is. under my Head, and hi 
Right-hand doth embrace me. A bundle 
of Myrrh is my Beloved to me, he 
{hall lie all night betwixt my Breaſts; 
he ſhall be ſtill in my Heart by Aﬀedt- 
on and Faith : I will make him my 
continual Joy, Comfort and Refreſh- 
ment ; and ſolace my. ſelf in him in 
all Eſtates. O, that his Name may 
be graven upon my Heart! and his 
1mage remain fair and lively upon my 
Soul! O, that I may find-a kind of 
Unwillingneſs to admit of any other 
Company ; when I come to converſe 
with other things, let me till be 
looking towards him, as my only* 
Deſire, Good, and Happineſs; let my 
Heart be fo filled with him, that 0- 
ther Objefts may not come near, or 
make any ſtrong Impreſſion . on me. 
O, that ſome lively Coals - of that 
holy Fire kindled at the Ordinance, 
- may be ſtill glowing in my Soul ; that 
the Savour and Tin&ure of it may be 
never done away. O, how can any 
other Pleaſure ſeem any more pleaſant 
ta 
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to me? Can I defire the Husks the 
Swine do eat, when there is ſuch 
Bread in my Father's Houſe ? No 
Mar having drunk old Wine, ſtraight- 


way defireth new ;, for he ſaith, the old 


ir better. | Sare he hath: been: little- 


affefted, nor had any taſte of God's. 
Sweetnels, preſently. to reliſh world- 
ly things 3 to waſh off his Palate the- 


Savour' of ſpiritual, with ſenſual or: 


ſecular Thoughts. Abrupt Chop-- 


pings off from Holy Duties, is ſuch 
a quenching of the Spirit, as tends; 
much to hardning the Heart :. ſuch: 
ſudden cooling of ſpiritual Heat got: 


:1n an Ordinance, cannot be without: 


much danger: to the Soul'; Motions; 
ſo quite: oppoſite, are as prejudicial, 


as nnbecoming. Is it fit, or: ſeemly* 


to leave 'the Company. of our Lord' 
ſo ſoon;as-we have let him-in; and! 
divert to other occafions? To affoci-- 
ate our: ſelves with iother -Perſons,. 
now-we-have newly given him: our: 


' Faith; and:taken him as the Bride- 


groom of our Souls ?- ſhould we not 


. rather delight in the Preſence of. ous: 


I.5- new: 
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new Love; and keep onr Hearts 
from cooling by laying on-new Fuel; 
turning the remainder of this day m- 
to an efter Supper, a ſecond Communi- 
on 2 in reviewing, and being humb- 
ted for our Coldnefs, Diſtractions, 
Miſcarriages > im bleſſing God for 
che liberty and opportunity of a Se 
crament, and the' Privileges thereby 
conferred upon us? in rummati 
on, andretaiming the favour of thoſe 
pleaſant things we have been enter- 
tained with ; exceedingly gladded in 
the fenſe of that Love we have been 
taſting and celebrating > in the belief 
of that Pardon we have received ? in 
the hopes of that Grace and Glory 
that bath been affured to us ? in con- 
fidering the Obligations we have hid 
on our felves? in heavenly Diſcourſes 
with our Beloved? in expreſſions of 
our Love and Aﬀection towards him; 
Ads of Defire after inſeparable Uni- 
on with, and greater likeneſs unto 
him? In Vows and Promiſes we will 
always be faithful to him ; in enter- 
taining him with Ads of Love and 
| Delight, 
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Delight, Thanks and. Praiſe, - with 
the beſt Chear. we are able to make 
our new, our beloyed Gzef#: in com- 
oending his Beauty, praiſing him 
for his Kindneſs and Favours, cxtol- 
ling bis Riches, admiring his Per- 

ons and Graces ; in talking with 
him about the Afﬀairs of our Sow ; 


in opening to him every Room init, 


leading him into the moſt private Re- 
ceſſes. of our Heart, ſhewing him all - 
the Secrets of it, acquainting him. 
with all our Wants and Weakneſles, 
ſpreading before him all our Deſires: 
and Fears, Hopes and Griefs. In 
praying for Help and Afliſtance to- 
faſt in his Covenant, inter- 
ceding with him for all Mankind, e- 
ſpecially our Fellow-Communicants. 
In tellmg him again, all we have 1s 


tis; in tying a new Knot upon the * 


Band: of the Covenant between us ; 
incraving his Pardon for our Follies; 
deſiring. him not to be offended at 
the unworthy place into which we 
have br t him, and - mtreating_. 
him, by all. Loves; that he will ws 

take: 
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take Exception at his poor Entertain- 

ment ; and even charming him to 

ftay and dwell with us, by all the 
Songs of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs we 

can devile. , 


myy—Y___ — 


Subſcquent Duties after the _ 
| Sacrament. | 


"ND now my utmoſt Care and 
ZN. Diligence is required to expreſs. 
che Power-and Efficacy of the Ordi- 
- nance, in living more fruitfully, re- 
lzgioatly, watchfully'; m- making 
good my Vows and Promiſes at the 
Sacrament, That my Heart and Life- 
therefore may be ſuitable to my Sa- 
cramental Obligations, and may wit- 
nels the Good received in, and by it ; 
'O my Soul, 

Make a folemn RefleFion on thy ſelf, 
and Entertainment. | How was my 
Heart, and Behaviour before God ?- 
what welcome did he give me > Re- 
fefion is. neceſlary after every Duty : 
What Good haveI got TY 
Q 
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of AﬀeCction ? what more love to, 
» | deſire after, delight and confidence 
e | in God? what greater Ability, and 
2 | Love to diſcharge Duty, to bear Af- 
fiction, to refift Temptation, to walk 
m God's ways? So eſpecially after 
' the Sacrament, was my Heart hard; 
dull, indiſpofed ? T nwſt then fuſ- 
pect my Miſcarriage in Preparation, 
JF or Performance ; and labour to find 

' # ont, be truly ſenſible of, greatly be- 
. | wail, and humble, judge, and con- 
demn my felf, and beg pardon for 

- | the Cauſe; earneſtly importune him 
* | that he would now help me by Pray- 
er and Humiliation to- recover the 
Benefit of the Ordinance ; that I 
may by an after AF, do that, which 
I ſhould have done before. Sorrow 
for, and'fenſe of our Senfleſneſs, is 
one Fruit of Chriſt's Death we -un- 
doubtedly received in: the Ordinance. 
We may not judge of our Gain by, 
and Profit in Duty, by our preſent 
feeling :- or-that the only Evidences 
of Communion and' Acceptance with 
God, are our Souls lifted up, and ra- 
wiſhed: 


196 Subſequent Outies 
viſhed with ſenſpble Joys : our Upright- 
neſs, and REY in the = 
mance of our Duties, and 1n our 
covenanting with God, and continus 
ing ſtedfaſt therein, may adminiſter 
molt ground oF-Comfort when we 
refle&t upon it: for we were then 
really acceptable ta himr, that looked 
down upan us, and received from 
him a Seal to the Promiſe of Pardan 
and Eternal Life, though he did not 
teſtifie it by giving in extraordinary 
Joys. He looks not ſo much at. fits 
of Paſſion, as at the ſteady bent and 
tenour of the Soul. Chriſt requires 
mu {o = cnlenraſinn of oh Suf- 
eri 2 preſent expreſſion of 
H——_ as 2 G rpetual cttectual Re- 
membrance of them : As the brave 
Germanicys lying upon his Death- 
bed, defired his Friends, not to pro- 
fecute his Funeral with uſeleſs Tears; 
but, if they would ſhew their Love 
to him, to do it by remembring his 
Will, and executing his* Commands. 
The trueſt Communzon with God, is 
to enjoy the Communion of his Graces, 

whereby 
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whereby we are made conformable 
to him ; we may enjoy the ſaving 


Influences of his Spirzt, when we 
cannot feet his more abundant Con- 


folations, Though this Ordinance 
be not at preſent jayous, yet it may 
afterwards yield the peaceable Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs to thofe that are 
converſant therein. It cannot be well 
known what Grace we have received 
(further meafures of which, are the 
Holy Spirit's accompanying thoſe 
means, being the great B« We are 


to Expe&t) till we come to the Ex- 


ercife of it in Duty, and nſt 
Temptation. But, O, how” mach 
cauſe have I to rejoyce in: bis. Love 
and Goodneſs, to-render Him hearty 
Thanks (who might have left me as 
well as others, to my ſelf) for his 


- Quickning and Refreſhment, for his 


ſatisfying me ſo abundantly with the 
Fatneſsof his Houſe, and making me 


.drink of the 'River of his Pleature ! 


eſpeciatty now I find (and, O that I 
conlt more and more) ſuch real Be- 
efits received by it ? my ſoul more 

deeply 
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deeply broken and humbled under 
the ſenſe of Si, and that become 
more loathſom, hateful, burdenſom 
to me ! My Heart truly thankful for 
what I haveenjoyed, and forrowful 
T have enjoyed no more 3; more 
ſtrongly engaged and reſolved to in- 
ward and univerſal Holineſs: my 
Faith. in'Chriſt more encreaſed and 
ſettled; my Love to him more in- 
flamed ; my Soul ſtrengthned and 


emboldned to undergo any thing for 


him: my ſpiritual delight and: joy in 
him raiſed, and. leflened to other 
things: my Efteem and Valuation' of 


the Ordinance heightned, my Graces 


m it exerciſed ; my Deſires after full 
Enjoyment of God, and Chriſt in 
Glory, more enlarged: It. he were 
pleaſed to kill me, he would not-have 
received' a Burnt-offering and a Meat- 
offering at my Hands; neither would 
he have ſhewed me-all theſe things; 
' nor as at this time, have given me 
to experience ſuch things as theſe. O 
thatT: may always retair a: thankful 
ſenſe of all his Benefits !: O, hou 
mu 
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much am I bebolden to thee, my 
God 2? I have been praifing of thee, 
but nothing to what I ought, or 
what thou deſerveſt. O, how can I 
ecalſe to magnifie thee ? for what I 
am and have, for the uſe of thy 
Creatures,and thy Blefling with them, 
for every Crum,much more for Chriſt, 
that Foundgtion-mercy, that hath all 
Mercies fe up in him, and entail- 
ed unto him ; that ſweetens, and 
ſanctifies every Mercy : For this Feaſt 
on his Body and Blood, for the Joys 
of thy Houſe, and the Viands of Hea- 
yen ; for any meaſure of Life and Af- 
fetion, Raiſedneſs and Comfort, 
Grace and Goodneſs, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name. While IT live I 
will Preiſe thee, I will ſing Praiſe unto 
my God, while I have a Being : and 


what is here wanting in thy due 
Praiſe, I will pay hereafter in ever- 
laſting Hallelujahs. . 

®*Reſt not in the work done, though 
done never ſo well. Beware, leſt by 
ſpiritual Pride,and future er” = 
| ou 
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thou loſe the things thou haſt 
_ wrought. Had Idone all, as wellay 
was commanded me, I would ſay, 
I am an unprofitable Servant, I had 
done byt my Duty ; but, O, how 
ſhort come I of it? O, let not the 
Lord lay to my charge, my want of 
due Preparation ; my Coldneſs, and 
Indifferency, Diſtratiog, and Unbs 
'lief, my ſo many failinWefore, and 
at the Ordinance: that my Heart 
was in no better frame; that-I took 
no-more pains with it to fit ;t for thy 
ſelf; that ;# was no more broken for 
my Sins, when the. Miniſter broke 
the Bread: that when I took it, 1 
was ſo dull, ſo dead, 'and didnobet 
ter reach forth the hand of Faith to 
lay hold: on, and: apply Chriſt and 
his Benefits ; ſo played the Hypocrite 
before thee, and my Fellow-Commu- 
nicants: that when the Wine was 
poured forth, andI ſaw how. Chriſt 


ſhed his Blood for Sinners, I ſcarce 


dropped a Tear for the cauſe, frofy 

an Heart ſenſible of my Sins, and his 

Loveunto my Soul: a—_—_ 
ra 
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after the Sacrament. - 20r 
drank the Cxp, I did not remember 
Sim as T ought: that my Heart was 
not ſo ſeriouſly intent, and reverent, 
ſodeeply affetted, ſuitable to the Im- 
portance, and Excellency ofthe Duty, 
and"the Majeſty of him with whom 
= » = Sid A 
end ſome time in ſtrengthning an 

*% vac thy holy Purpoſes and Re 0- 
I»t:ons.] O, that ſome Fruit may be 
ſeen of this day, tilt the Solemnity 
return ! that the thoughts and medi- 
/ tations I had there, may be ſo ſtrong- 
4 ſo deeply fixed and rooted in my 
, that ming 205 be able to 


plack them up! that I may be {6 
Rntbhy poſleſt with the Perſuaſions 
that Chrift is in, and united to me! 
that when a Temptation comes and 
knocks for Entrance, I may readily, 
natarally fay, I am not he that I was 
before, t « Property of the Houſe Þ 
quite changed ; Ilve, yet not I, but 
riſt inme; Twas indeed a common 
to entertain all Comers, but now 
I am become the ſole Habitation of 
the Figh and ' Holy One, he expetts 
| to 


ſt 
$ 
, 
d 
il 
( 
f 
d 
> 
d 
t 
& 
7 
r 
(7 
l 
> 
0 
d 
e 
I- 
15 
t 
e 
it 
's 
d 
k 


202 Subſequent Duties 


to be Honourably: treated” like unty: 


himſelf, he will have.no Competitors 
or unclean thing in his Houſe: I can» 
not ariſe and open to you. - O, how 
{hall I treat him, who hath taken 
his abode with me ? Shall I take t 
Members of Chriſt, and make them the 
Members of an Harlot £ defile that 
Body, wherein he hath choſen to re 
ſide? force him out of his Habitation 
by any Impurity ? offend himby any 
noyſom Thoughts,or unſavoryBreath 


out of my Mouth? ſhall thoſe Hands 


that - have received the ſacred Elg 
ments, work Deceit ? thoſe Eyes that 
have been filled with Tears at the 


Lords Table, be filled with Luſt or 
Envy? thoſe Teeth that have eaten. 


holy Bread, grind the face of the 
Poor? thoſe Lips. that have touched 
the Sacramental Cup, . ſalute an Har- 
lot? the Mouth that hath drunk con- 
ſecrated Wine, be full of rotten diſ- 
courſe ? ſhall I-be ſo greedy of the 
World, as to forget to retire to 


- . verſe with my Saviour? ſhall I fo 


perplex my ſelf with Buſineſs, as to 
| omit 
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omit to pray, to meditate, to fing 
Praiſes unto thee? No, I am not at 
my own diſpoſe, I have ſworn, and. 
will perform, that I will keep thy 
| gm Judgments ; and often con- 
er how deeply Iam obliged to him 
that hath paid my Debt. O, I can 
never parallel his Love, yet let me 
ſhew my ſelf thankful ; I can do no- 
thing ſatisfaFory, but let me do ſome- 
thing gratulatory. He gave himſelf 
a Sin-offering for me, let me give 
ſelf a Thank-offering to him ; 
up my ſelf a living Sacrifice un- 
to my Redeemer, who offered up 
himſelf a dying Sacrifice for my Re- 
demption. | | | 
"Beware of Crucifying Chriſt afreſh.] 
To them that believe he is precious: 
now I have begun to celebrate the 
Marriage, O, let me never throw off 
the Wedding-Garment, ftain it by 
any Pollution, or ſeek after other 
Lovers; eat his Bread, and lift up 
the Heel againſt him; take the Cup, 
and betray my Intereſt in him ; after 
Thave received him, caſt him out of 


my 
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my Heart; live in that for which hg 


died. As the Sacrament is a Memork 
al of Chriſt Crucifted for $72, let it 
be a pri" = nh $4 me of aa 
ring, crucifyin ning from it, 
Elſe, I hold = Satan's fide, ſeek. ty 
keep. him on his Throne, do thoſe 
things which Chr: is more unwilli 
I ſhould, than: he was to ſuffer 
the Indignities and. Torments . the 
Jew! inflicted ; he was willing to. die 
y- their Hands, rather than any Jn 
conveniency ſhould fall upon mg, 
than Sin and Satan ſhould reign over, 
and keep Poffeſhon in me; he was 
' not troubled ſo much to dye, as he 


was to ſee me live m Sin; for he 


died, that I might ceaſe from Sin. 
And do I diſpute when a 'Temptati- 
on is. preſented, whether. Chrs/?, or 
Barrabas ſhall be preferred > my Luſt 
denied, or my Lord crucified ?- that 
which would murder my Soul deſerve 
to be ſpared, or he-that ſuffered to 
fave it 2 O, how ſad ! that hewhv 
ſeems to deifie Chriſtin the Exchariſ, 
hould vilife him: in. his Mendon 
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that ſuch who pretend to eat and 


rink Chriſt's Body and Blood at the 


Church, ſhould eat the Bread of 
Wickedneſs, and drink the Wine of 
Violence in their own Houſes: that 
they ſhould be ſo devout at the Sz- 
trament, as if they believed God to 
be in the Bread ; and in their Lives 
ſs prophane, as if they believe not 
God to be in Heaver. 

Abandon and' crucifie 'all Sin 'more 


than ever. | I have pat” off my Coat 


of Corruption, how ſhall T put it on ? 
Thave waſhed my Feet in the Blood 
of the Lamb, how ſhall I defile them ? 
_ Lord hath C poken Peace ufito re, 
oo oye not return again to Folly. Hath 
n off my Former Burthen, and 
eaſt it on. the Back of his dear Son, 
and ſhall Tlay more Load apon him > 


"Nath he loved me, and waſhed me 


from my Sins in, his own Blood, and 


ſhall, with the-Dog, return to the 


Vomit? with the Sow that1s waſhed, 


to her wallowin in the 'Mire ? ſhall 


T take Poiſon after Phyfick 2 make 
he Table of the Lord A —_—_ 


——— ——  —_ — 


' ſanftified, an unholy thing 2 may] 


"receive Chriſt, be ſtretched opr to 


difpleaſe thee. O, let my Soul, whic 
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Hath he been ſo gracious to me, ag 


to vouchſafe and ſeal me a Pardonof 
all my Sins, and ſhall I fo abuſe his 
goodneſs, ſo turn his Grace intg 
Wantonneſs, as to run afreſh on his 
ſcore? is not thisto account theBlood 
of the Covenant, wherewith I am 


not fear his Anger will kindle againſt 
me, and that he will no more have 
mercy on me? ©, let not thoſe 
Hands that were reached forth to 


Oppreſlion and Violence; but be 
henceforth ſacred, and do no Deed 
that may offend thee: nor thoſe Lips 
that have touched thoſe holy My- 
ſteries, be defiled with the Devil's 
drivel, filthy Communication ; but 
be hallowed from all words that ma 


by thy Sacrament is made ſo happy, 
as to be ſo near to thee, be never fo 
wretched, as to think any thing too 
dear for ſuch a Saviour. Let nothing 


. . make me leave my firſt Love, 'who 
for love of me, left bis Fathers 


Houſe, 
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Houſe, Heaven and Glory © eſpouſe 


0K ' 01: J1 

Frequently conſider the Engagement 
For: eh laid npon th Wo No 

ſpace of time can wear it off, to the 

= {tritneſs_ aff owr days as this, 


4 


though we had: but this oneOppor-- 


nity to. receive, The Bonds. my 
ul is; entred_into.,, will never be 
cancelled. God forgets not hisPro- 
miſes, nor. my Breaches, though I 
may.z the Matter is now out of my 
Hands,. I cannot revoke this Gift of 
myſelf to God (indeed I have given 
borng but was his own before) af- 
ter theſe Vows there is no Enquiry to 
be made,whether they ſhould be kept. 
This day. I have avouched the Lord 
ta-be my God, to walk in his Ways, 
and to keep his Statutes z and he hath 


ayoucked me tobe one of hisPeoplet 


I have taken Chriſt for my Lord, and 

Husband, to liye in Love and Obe- 

dience to him, as T hope to be ſaved 

by .him. . Tempt.me not therefore 

my Allegiance and Fidelity; the 

ows of God are upon me, ſealed p. 
* K 
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the Sacrament, and recorded' in Hey 
ven; not one of my fellow Communi- 
cant, bat are Witneſſes, with,” arid to 
God, that they ſaw 'me perſonally, 
publickly own, and renew. ny. Cove 
nant with him; for my , Oath's fo, 
and thoſe that (ate with me, Twill nor 
do this Evil, and ſo againſt God. Shall 
T alienate and pollute the Heart fo 
{ſolemnly devoted to him? break thoſe 
Eands aſunder, and fetch the Sacrifice 
away from the Altar, tyed with ſuch 
ſtrong Cordy of Oaths and Covenants? 
mult T not expe to bring fire along 
with it, > to provoke.God to a ſevere 
revenge of the Mocks and ScornsI put 
upon him-? ſhall I fo horribly pro- 


phane his Name? and make my feff 


ſuch a fotſworn, perjared Wretch'? 
Is it a light. thing to break an Oath 
made ſolemnly with God? fhall he 
eſcapethat doth ſuch things? or ſhall 
he break the Covenant, . and be de- 
livered? As I Live, faith wer: 
ſurely my Oath which he hath defpiſes 

and my Covenant which he Bath broken, 


even it will I recompence on his own Head. 
I 
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Fam ſure he will be'true to his Pro- 
miſes, and ſhallIfall under his'Threat- 
aings, by being falſe to-mrire 2 If # 
good Man keep his Ozths and Pro- 
miſes with men to hisown hurt, much 
more ought.he thoſe to God for his 
own good. . - war 
' Watt on in theft ofthis ſpiritual 
Ford, Hill thou comteſt to perfeit1om.} O 
that I may ſtill drink of the Spiritual 


Rock, find the efficacy; virtue and be- 


nefit of the- Satrament, follow and 
frream after me, while I travel in this 
Wilderneſs! O; thatImay be ſtronger 
and ſtronger inall Graces, more aftive 
and exacter in allSpiritnalDuties ; hear 


' more heedfully, prey more fervently, 


receive more believingly,keep the $ab- 
bath more exattly, watch over_-my 
heart and ways more diligently'; be 
more hwmble and pions towards God, 
more juft and righteous to Man, more 
ſober and temperate toward my ſelf; 
that I'niay'walk worthy of Chrift, of 
the Covewry; of the Sacrament, King- 

, Goſpel; and! Grate of God {of 
my Birth and Breeding! O; that my 
: s - {TY preſent 


220 Subſequent Duties - 
preſent Deportment may be anſwer- 
7 tron ny future Preferment z that 
there may be ſome Proportion bo 
tween my” frequent receroimg, and 
growing 1 ' vp that I may ſhew 
forth his Death till he come, in reſpe&t 
of its Influence on my Soul 
Delight in Spiritual Fellowfhip with 
Chriſts Members.) O, that I may now 
bury all Envy, Malice, ' Hatred, Un- 
charitableneſs; and (as Chriſt) love 
my Enemies, but eſpecially - thoſe 
that are Partakers of the ſame Bene- 
fits with me! O; that that Sentence 
may ſtill run in my Mind, If God fo 
loved ws, we onght alſo to love one 
another ! O, that I may ſhake off all 
ungodly Society , have my Heart 
linked unto, and be a Companionof 
all theſe that fear the Lord 5 make 
the livelieſt of them my greateſt 1+ 
timates, and upon all occaſions im- 
prove their Fellowſhip to. the beſt 
Advantage. O,.that I may: :hence- 
forth behave my ſelf as a $tane of the 
ſame Building ;. as a Braxch of the 
{fame Vine ;, as a' Servarit of the ſame 
Family; 
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2s a Member of the ſame Body; as a 
So of the ſame Father ! O, Merciful 
Eternal High Prieſt, let that Sacrifice 


. thou once offeredſt on the Croſs for 


the Sins of the World, which thou 
doſt now and ever repreſent in Hea- 
yen to thy Father by thy never 
ceaſing Interceſhon, which this day 
hath been exhibited Satrgmentally on 
thy holy Table, obtain Mercy and: 
Peace, Faith and Love, Truth and L- 
nity, Safety and Eſtabliſhment, Grace, 
'Glory and all good things to thy 
'whole Church; and let not the Gates 
'of Hell ever prevail againſt it. 

Chear up and Comfort thy ſelf againſt 
I Diſconragements. | HaveI worthily 


'received theLords Sapper,whatſoever 
'my Miſcries are, this cannot but be a 
-reviving Cordial, yet my Sins are par- 


doned. How little ſhould I be diſ- 
mayed at any inward 'or outward 


| Froubles? let me be fed all my days 


with the Bread and Water of AfMliCti- 
on, I have another Bread and Cup to 
fweeten both let her not ſay ſbe is 
feb, her Sins are forgiven. I have re- 

K 3 ceived! 
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ceived an all-ſufficient Saviour ; atd 
{ck for nothing in, but renounce 
#1y. ſelf, having *fo much in him. 
How cay I any more walk dejectedly, 
that am intereſted in the New Cove- 
ant £ which, with all its Promiſes 
apd Privileges, is ratified and confirm- 
ed tome? whatever I need is't@ be 
had here, Health and recovery from 
Sicknets, a competent Maintenance 
and Support, Peace and Deliverance 


trom our Enemies, Content and'Pa- | 


tience, Liberty and Joy, fandtified 
Riches, : or chearful Poverty, and 
whatſoever'is a Blefling is purchaſed 
-for,; and ſecured to us. AndO, that 
#hjs, in all my Troubles, Difficalties, 
Addrefles to God, may quiet me, arid 
firengehen -my Faith, ts apprehend 
him: as it! Covenent ' with ' me, that 
hath /engaged' himſelf toibe with me 
im alt Eſtates and Conditions, and to 
ordcr all things for my Advantage : 
I: have refigned up my ſelf to him, 
Tet him -do with -me what feeneth 
bim.good, - He cannot deny himſelf; 
all his TFords are Ozths for their Cet- 
| tainty, 
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after the Sacrament. 2x3 


[otys) and all his Promiſes, the fare 
Mercies of Davide This Sacrament 1 1S 
rticular. Perſon, what it-is 
5 "Is elf, and by deſign to all the 
World : If I receive worthily, Iſball 
receive any of thoſe Bleſſings accord- 
as God-ſhall chuſe for me, which 
ſhall be not only with more W iſdome, 
but .more AﬀeZior, . than I can for 
my. ſelf.. Let. me but be void of all 
Care, but only + to-preferve my Fa- 
ther's Love, and Fcanrf6t want. He 
whom Almi ity Witlom and Good- 
nels takes a Fatherly Care of, TORS 
to Res, cannot. but. Ine 290 e 
.All things, are: yours, and. you - 
. Chriſt's DP, ea God's. . No- 
ithing is excluded, Ree Ly 15.: 10- 
LOgeL! | , TO m 
e £e es 4JZer. FRIS, 
— oh Fore nging he Tank 
.O, whea will:the Opportunity re- 
turn ?: when-ſhall I come and appear 
before. God ? when ſhall I ſee his 
Power and: ls Glory, taſte his Love 
and Goodnels;"-as 1 have in the S4- 
. erament 2.10, that NS ſtill be feaſt- 


' ing; 


214 Subſequent Duttes 
ing my Soul on thoſe Heavenly Dain- 


ties, thoſe ſpiritmt Viands, thofe 


farisfying Pleaſures at his Table! 1 
think the 'tnme long to that day of 
gladneſs and rejoycing. The King 
of Glory hath now eſponfed me to 
himſelf by Proxy, by his Ambaſla- 
dor ; the day is haſtening when the 
Marriage ſhall be publickly, truumph- 
-antly Solemnized, and compleated. 
Mount up (ny Soul) and ever ſtand 
wiſhly looking for his Appearance, 
never flack thy Watch, nor Ict thy 
Expectation cool, till he take thee to 
himſelf, where we ſhall be gathered 
ana where the Body is, and his 
Gtory preſented without anUmbrage; 

where he ſhall lay afide his Fezl, an 
his a-jable Countenance, be chequered 
with.no. intermingled Frowns, inter- 
vening Clouds, or obſcure Mediums ; 
where Myſteries fball be turned into 
Revelations, the Tranſlation into the 
Original, Commemoration into Viſor, 
Eſpouſal into mutual Fruition and Em- 
braces, Sighs, and Tears into nuptial 
Sorgs and Feſtiurtiestranſient Glances 
; into. 


© 
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after the Sacrament, 2zr5 


to the dire&t Beams of the ever-ra- 
"diant Sun of Righteouſneſs, a mo- 
ments Work mto an Eternity of Reſt - 


where is Satiety without nauſeating ;, 


'perfec# Happineſs without Care or In- 
*eumbrance, Envy or Succeffor, A- 


teration or End ; for, every Chain a 
ray of Light, every Tear a Pearl, 
every Priſon a Palace, every Loſs 
the purthace of a Kingdom, every 
Aﬀront m God's Service, an eternal 
Honour, every hour of Sorrow a 
thouſand - Years of Comfort, multi-- 
plied with a never-ceaſing Numera- 
tion. Where Job, that fate on the 
Danghil, fits among the Angels;. 
Lazarws that lay among the Dogs, is 
ſodged in Abraham's Bolom; the 
Saints heretofore among the Pots, 
walk in white : whereare Richerand. 
Pleaſures, true and real, adequate and: 
ſuitable, ſolid and ſatisfying, laſting 
and durable - where I ſhall ſee thee- 
(O infinite ſweetneſs and: Delight): 
without a Feil, and live upon thee 
without a Figare : where I ſhall have 
not a Sacramental, but T7 Beatificat 
| Ks Communion x. 
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Communion z not wear th [5 Rivg, bot 
ice thy Face; not rewem 

bold theez not-.in Faith, "ap ke 
and full Fruitior. 


Gore Love} Cour Lord! and tht lo & 


For which [langaiſh, cone ae 
ry Saul 14 


When this d yes ſball ſee, 
And drink theunſeal ef 0h of thee z 


When Glory's: Sun* Faith's ſhalt 
Thew for thine hin arbor, 


8 $7606 viel 

be. Wi dc Tir | AN. | *F 
*| APPENDIX 
l/s 11,0 THE: 

1 Devout Communicant:: 
"| .,* * CONTAINING. 

1 More particular Direftions and: 


Meditations for the time of Receiv=- 
. ing; With aPrayer beforeand after. 
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A Paper at home befo!e the 
Sacrament. | 


() Eternally Bleſſed, ,and infinite- 
| ly Glorious Lord 'God!* Thox: 
art greatly to be feared in the Aſſem- 
bly of thy Saifts, and to be had in 
reverence. of all that draw nigh unto 
thee.. Look down from Heaven; the: 
Habitation ofthy Holineſsand Glory, 
in much Mercy, Pity; and tender Com-- 
paſſion upon.ze, a vile, ſinful; deſpi-- 
cable Creature, proſtrate at. thy Foot-- 
WES. 15 aÞ; ,« "> took 5; 
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” 


ool'; unworthy,tq look up unto thy 
hrone, or to receive any thing atthy 


Hands, butthy Wrath and ſevere Dil- 


pleaſure. I am leſs than:the-leaft of 


all thy Mexcies, and liable to the ſe- 
vereſt of thy Tadgments, by reaſon of 


- the 'Pollntion and finfulnefs of my 


Nature, Heaxt and. Life... I am of the 
degenerate Poſterity of fallen -Adamr., 
and have alt the Powers, Faculties 
and Members of my Soub and Body 
defle& with- Sin.. bþ have- frned in 
every Age,in every Relation, m every 
Condition, in every Employment of 
my Life. I have diſtruſted thy Word, [| 
diſregarded: thy Calls, ſlighted thy . 
Judgments, abuſed thy. Mercies, turn- 
ed thy. GractintoWantonneſs,rejeCted: 
the tenders of thy Love, reſiſted the 
Metionsof thy Holy Spitit,theChecks: 
of: my own Conſcience; and followed 
the Motioxmrof my own eyil Heart ; I 
have. diſhonoured' thy Name, ' pro-- 
phaned thy: Sabbaths,. polluted* thy 
Ordinances, been unthankfut for thy 
Benefits, inpatient under: AfiQtions, 
unfaithful tomy;Promiſes; miſ-ſpent 
wy 
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 , the Saeramene, 2r9 
'my time, Duty, walked 
nn $15 to thoſe mule? lied"Ob- 
kgations aid upon me ; broken all thy 
holy Commandments, by many and 
great Tranfgreſſhons,made and judged 
my ſelf unworthy of ever, 
laſfing Life; * fo that 10-' i our parti. 
thing might remain unto «ir Feil- 
-me; but a fearful looking *" 
for of Judgment and ftery Indignati- 
on to devour me: 
But thou _— in Merey;, and 
not in the Deat — z art not 
*-willing any ſhould periſh, but that all 


- ſhould:come to repentance. O, take 


not Counftl of thy juſt Indignation ; 
but of thy xative Ck thy ſati 
fied Fuſtice.. Wilt thou: deſtroy 5:ar 
that preſents himſelf deſerving to be 
puiked, and thy Son to have ſatisfied? 
that defires not to live, unleſs it 

the benefit of thy and his Suffer- 
+ngsr? Wilt thax not ſpare me for thy 


Son, who ſpared not thy Son for 


me > Is there notenough in hjs Merits. 
and Sacrifice; to: expiate all' my Sins, | 
andto juſtifie my Perſon in thy ſight?? 

Q 
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©: ſuffer not thy {ſelf to be deprived 
of the Glory of my Forgivenels and 
Salvation, as well as my Creation and 
R ton. Save me, whom thou 
haſt hi ſpared, and forgive me 
Eternal Death, which Lhave ſo often 
merited by my great Offences., Bury 
them-all in the bottomleſs Ocean of 
thy own Mercy and Forgetfulnels, 
and my Saviour's Blood ; lay them up- 
on him; who is able to bear them; and 
\cloath me with: his righteouſneſs that 
is able to cover: me... | 
.- Ofreeme:fromthe Guilt and Stain; « 
the Power .and Penalty, the Reign: 
and Dominion of Sz, that nothing 
may ſeparate me from:thy Love, nor 
from the ſenſible diſcoveries of it at 
thy Table, that Imay be a mettand: 
worthy Receiver. '- Let thy Holy Spi- 
.rit prepare, dire&, and.afliſt me. Take 
away my filthy Garments, my ſpiri- 
tual Filthineſs, -and. cloath me with 
the beſt Robe, .. The Lord our Righte- 
vſneſr, O: think me worthy for his 
ſake, and make me worthy for ithy 
Mercies ſake.. ' Deal not with me ac- 
cording to my Deſetts, but thy-great 
Goodnels,, 


_ the Sacrament. -221 
Goodneſs, and. Necellity. Let 
me ſo v4. gh Lys that thou 
-mayeſt forget them; ſet them ſo be- 
fore my Face, that thou mayeſt caſt 
them bebind thy Back. Give me ſuch 
« lively, fleadfaſt Faith in; Chriſt for 
Forgiveneſs, that thou. mayeſt ſeal it 
up unto-my. Soul. Let me love him, 
and all his Members, with a pure 
Heart, fervently, at thy holy Com- 
union, and: ever aiter without di(- 
ſimulation, .So enlarge my.,Soul -with 
ſpiritual Aﬀetions and Deſires, thatit 
may even-break for the longings. it 
hath unto that Ordinance, and,unto 
thy Teſtimonies at all times. Remove 
far from we all blindneſs of. Mind, 
hardneſs of Heart, (nes Af- 
&&ions,Deadneſsand Indiſpoſednefs, 

EarthlmeG and DiſtraQtion, Irreve- 
- rence, -unbecoming Apprehenfions ;. 
-whatſoever may hinder the Blefling 
. and Effieacy of that Soubnourfſhing, 
-refreſhing; Ordinance, thy. gracious 
Preſcnce,my eternal Salvation. Create 
- m- me arb underſtanding, heavenly, 

dean Heart; O-God 5 and renew an 
| humble; 


£22 APqaperbetvie, &c. 
humble, contrite, right Spirit with- 
in me, prepared for thee. O, be not - 
as a ſtranger unto me ; hide not thy 
 felf from me; lift upthe light of thy 
Countenance- upon me. Let me feel 
the comfortable breathings of thy 
holy Spirit in my Soul at thy Ord:- 
nance; ſandifie it to me, and me to 
receive ## acceptably, with due Pre- 
| _ paration and Apprehenſions, Reve- 
- rence and Humility, Repentanceand 
Faith, Love and Charity, Joy and 


Thankfulnefs, a deep ſenſe of thy in- | 


expreſſible Love, and my own Un- 
worthineſs. 
And, O, that 'all of ws, who this 
. day _—_ thy Table; may ſo eat 
" his Fleſh, which he hath given for 
the Life of the World, that we may 
live for ever; and ſo drink bjs Blood, 
that it may be t@ us- for Remiſlion 
of Sins. Meet us not in our ſelves, 
in thy Juſtice; as-a conſuming Fire ; 
but reconciled Father, in. thy righte- 
ous and: beloved® Sor, whom thou 
gavelt, who gave himſelf for us-when 
we. were thy ies. Let us depart 
| thence. 


; -”  Attho time of Receiving. 223 
thence more under the Power of thy 
.Love and Grace, and under ter 
'Reſolutions and Abilities to do thee 
faithful Service all our days through 
"Teſs Chriſt our Sacrifice and Redemp- 
tion, Hope and Confidence, Surety 
and Advyoeate, the Food and Health, 
the Life andSalvation, of our Souls ; 
-who hath taught us when we pray 
_.,to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


| As fois ever the Sermon is ended, look 
towards the Lord's Table, and ſay, 


| His Sacrament I am going to, is 
| a ſtanding Memorial of my Sa- 
viours Prom, wherein he onee of- 
 fered up himſelf to God; and a Sign 
.of that nouriſhing and ſtrengthning 
- Grace, which he now offers me under 
"the Notion of Food. It is the true 
Means and' Inſtrument of conveying 
- unto me thoſe Bleflings, and ſignifies 
that, which by its proper Infſtitation 
it repreſents. O that my diſtin#ly 
" apprehend, rightly uſe, duly apply i, 
. to my own Soul. - 


* JS 
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In the makingand ordering of the 
the heavy Prefſures, Piercings; Pains 
and Suffcrings of thy Sanios Free ths 
Father, and wicked Men. "The Malice 
and Violence of his Murderers criuci- 
fied himas a MalefeFor, and the fiery 
Wrath of God made him a Bxrat-Ss- 
crificez, and under both. theſe- Suffer- 
ings he is become to.me Meat weed, 
and Drink indeed; the Stay and Sup- 
port, the Comfort, Refreſhment, and 
ife of my Soul, nouriſhing and pre- 

ſerving it to eternal Life, © + 

That Bread and Wine coald never 
ſaſtain and nouriſh me, if the oe;had 
not fallen into the Earth, under-the 
Sickle, the Flail, the Mill-ſtone, and 
the Fire z the other under the Hook, 
and Preſs of the Husband-man;z nv- 
thing leſs than the Croſs,theWounds, 
the Death of my Lord, my God, of lis 
deareſt Son made me a Saviour and 
by this Sacrament affures me I ſhall be 
kept up and fed with a ſupply of all 
Bleſſings, as certainly as he 
gives me to taſte that Bread and I 
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ed Sinners; make us truly ſenſible of 


1: * Whilſt ve condenmed Credturer were 
-paſſing on'to onr Execxtzor, the Son 
of God looked nponus, and took ovr 
Condenination upon himſelf; and un- 
der-it died inour ſtead :- Thas, by the 
Death andSatixfation of thisSacrthece, 
Tuſftice gave way to'my Releaſe; God 
the Fether forgave my Sms, and God 


'the Sow procured my Life. 


Then fall wont your Knees with all ima- 


, _ Linable Reverence and fe, | 


T -Fe the Words'of my Mortth, ahd 
the Medication of my Heatt, be 


acceptable in thy phe, Lord, my 
= ot 


Strength and my Rec 
- Moſt 'Gradious God, who of thy 
eat Goodneſs, haſt ordained ' this 
mance for a continual Remem- 
brance- of that ever prevailing Sacri- 
fice, which thy infinite Wiſdom and 
Love has appointd.& accepted upon 
the Crofs, for us vile helpleſs, wretch- 


all 


—”" T.ww 


all our Offeces apyeſ thee, and of 
his Love and Sufferings' for us; and 
accept us in Him to the Praiſe of thy 
Grace. Rebuke - all -unſeaſonabke 
Thoughts and Imaginations; ſtir up, 
and act in us, every Grace of thy 
Holy Spiritz and graciouſly entertain 
ns; and grant we may ow ſo behave 
our ſelves, that we may not provoke, 
| but glorifie thee 3 be ſavingly Par- 
takers of the Redemption we now 
commemorate,and be found and kept 
in the number of thy Redeemed Oner 
for ever. | 
Leſfed Lord, who reviveſt by this 
- LD) ſacred Banquet the! Memory of 
thy inexpreſſible Love, and ofmy $- 
viour's Sufferings; enable me by Faith 
ſo to apply his Paſſzor, that healing 


S , and ſaving Virtue may pro- 


ceed from it; the Strength and (ſweet 


Odour of whoſe Oblation is as fra- 
grant, as ſavingly efficacious, as when 
firſt offered up unto thee. Enlighten 
my Underſtanding, prepare my Heart: 
Help, O help me, that I may mow a- 
bate nothing of thoſe AﬀeCtions that 


are 
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'F At the time of Receiving. 227 
"© dne unto Thee, and my ever 
blefſed Redeemer.- And let me obtain 
the Fruits and Benefits of his Death 


a = 5 > y} WY ww FT oo. 


and/Paſſion ; even the Remiſſion'of 
all my Sins, and the Fulnefs of all 
thy Graces. O bleſs me, and thine 
own Inſtitution unto me; and 
that I may not increaſe my Guilt, by 
abuſing of what thou offereſt me,but 
may receive a Bleſling from thee. 
Oly,Righteous Father,who ſeeſt 
nothing in me that is tral 
mine, but Duſt and Aſhes, and,whi 
is worſe, finful Fleſh, polluted Blood ; 
O look upon ſome few Reſemblances 
of thine Image, ſome Rays and Beams 
of thy Spirit, ſome ſmall Beginnings 
of thy Grace, which are from thee, 
in me; and ſupply the Defects with 


thy Mercy, Merits, and Sacrifice of 


thy Son. Tyrn thine Eyes, O merciful 
Father, to his SatisfaFion and Inter- 
ceſſuon, who now fits at thy right- 
hand ; to the Seals of thy Covenant, 
which lie before thee upon thyTable ; 
and \to all the Wants and Difſtrefles 


which thou ſeeſt in my Soul; and 
take 
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take this- opportunity of. glorifyin 
thy SE. wes) al and- aut paring 


Opeieens Jeſus; Odilpoſe meby thy 
Grace,; and Holy Spirit, ta feed 
ſpirieually: and really upon that Sacri-: 
op which. thou offered(t withont the 
Gate, and which this Sacrament ſets 
before-me harg in. thy Court, that þ 

may be admitted intothat holy Place; 
which thy Sacrifice hath opened, png 
this Sacrament invites me: to. An 
help me.{@ to.drink of this Fruit of 
the Vine, that I may drink it new-in 
wy, F, ather's K ingdom ; where I ſhall 
be delighted and refreſhed, and con- 
verſe with thee, without theſe ty- 
pical Shadows, and Repreſentations,” 


When the Miniſter is confe/[ing "Gan, and 
praying for ol: 4 wg of the Qrds- 
nance, let your Heart concurr with 
bim, and put 3 your particular Fait- 

 Ings with their Aggravations,” and 

. the Mercies you in ſpecial weed obich 

' be omits. Proftrete your Soul rin the 
ſenſe of your. ann Vrlenelr, and Nee 


celſities z 
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* " eeffitres 5 Joyin with ill earnefteſs in 
$4 Canft tons and ek rs oo 
"" fhat brows 'the evil of Sin, and the 
"need \and worth" of the Bleſſings he 
requeſts. 
And lit the ſolemn Conſecration of the 
| - Bread. and Wine mind thee how thy 
: Saviour was conſecrated and ſet a- 


: | |- pert for thy Salvation ; and ſay; 


OW wonderfulis thy Wiſdom 

2] nor OGod, = 
+ | tnighteſt thou have deaft with us'2s 
| | with the fallen Angels, :and-/Kkftugto 
riſh without a Remedy ? "How 
ingely-doſt thou glorifie thy Meroy 
bver thoſe Sas, that gave thee the 
| advantage, and occaſion to glarifie 
| | thy Faftice 7 *Everr:thon ofr- God 
: | whom we have offendet! and pro- 
| voked eternally to ruine us, haſt, out 
of thieown Treaſure, ſatisfied thine 

| owrr Juſtice z; atd-given us a'Saviour, 
; | by fiich 4 Miracle of Wiſdom, Love 


and -Condeſcenſion, as'Metr and An- 
gels ſhall never be able fully to com- 
; | prehend. 
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ful World, as #4 give thy only otten 
Sox , . that Lg [gfe thy only Jreecs 
Fw not but 


Whew ou ethe ied the Bread, 
ard pouring out of the Ie, ſay, 


Hateful Sin) O wonderful Love! 
O dreadful Juſtice! O precious 


 Sactifice? O merciful Saviour! How 
gracious, Lord, haſt thou been to Sin- 
ners? How ſevere-unto thy Son? How 


cruel haye we been unto 'thee, and 
our ſelves? how ſinall a matter hath 
tempted me to" that, which coſt fo 
dear before it was forgiven. 
| Canhot but here obſerve ſomething | 
very like the Sacrifice and Paſſion of 
my dear Redeemer. Thus the Bread of 
Life was broken; Tha the.Lamb of 
God was flain;. Thus his. precious 
Blood was ſhed's Thus hus Father 
gave him once to die, andgives {till 
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prehend. Sodidſtthou love the ſin. Þ | 


# 


the virtue of his Death to. leſs and | 


ſave'every one that comes. unicign- 
odly to Him. | x 
While 
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JL Atthe time of Reeetving. Jur 
=> (3 Firs : * RL wrt 7 , ” 
While the Miniſter and" others are Re- 


ceiving before you, ſay, 


| W. Ho can ſufficiently admire and a- 


"--dore thee, moſt gracious 'God, 
for reconciling »s unto thy ſelf? Vile 


' Stiners,” the Off-ſpring of ſinful Pa- 
. rents, thou treateſt us as familiar 
"Friends, as-dear Children. Thou 


ro rg have brought xs together 
hither for a 'Sarrefice to thy Tuſtice, 
and behold; oxe of thine own making 
for ts, the Som of thy Love. We are 
tmworthy. of the leaſt crumb of our 
daily Bread; unworthy to tread upon 
thy Earth, to breath in thy Air, to 
lift vp our Eyes to Heaven ; and thou 


 giveſt ns Bread from Heaven, Liberty 


to-tread thy Courts, thy Spirit to 
breath jn our Hearts, leave to breath 
out our Requeſtsunto Thee, O com- 
paſſionate Father. And now, fince 
Love will chuſe ſuch unworthyGueſts, 


| \and Mercy be honoured upon ſuch Sjn 


and Miſery, let that Mercy that in- 
vites us, make us acceptable, and gra- 
cioully entertain us. 


[ O 


A Met Salvation, and of 
' theſe Myſteries that exprels it: 
the ObjeF, and Trith of what I am 


naw going to receiye z thou art- as | 


able to perfe&; me, with thy Bleſſings 
and Graces from thy Three, as thou 
wert to redeem meby thy, Sacrifice on 
thy Croſs. O, perform 1n me by thy 


Sufferings, what thou doſtexhibit and" 


repreſent. . By this thy Body broken, 
give me alſo Nouriſþhment and Main- 
tenance unto eternal Life.; Lookupon 
a poor Sinneriat thy Table, .as T 


-didſt on him that; hung by thy Croſs, 


and remember me now Thou art in 

thy Kingdom. | 
1 Am xxworthy of the Crums that fall 
from thyTable,of the commonMer- 
ciesof Food, and Rayment, much leſs, 
that thou ſhould'ſt come and ſup, and 
dwell with me; but ſeeing it is thy 
good pleaſure to vouchſate me this 
Favour,O cleanſe me from all my Sins, 
that Imay entertain thee in a pure and 
ſanfified Heart. Make this unclean 
Habitation,. that is ſo unfit to receive 
thee, a Temple for thy {clf to dwell 
1, 
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- in. Strengthen my Faith, aſſiſt me by 


thy Grace and Spirit; that I may fully 

rely upon thee, apply thy Sufferings 
unto me, and worthily receivethee. 

Thou that art the Bread of Life, 

that cameſt down from Heaven, 

and giveſt Life unto the World : En- 


able me while Tam feedingupon theſe 


Elements, which repreſent unto me 
that univerſal, compleat Sacrifice pro- 


' pitiatory for the Sins of Mankind ; by 


aith to Feaſt upon; lay hold on, ap- 
ply, and rejoyce in the Satisfaction 
made by my Redeemer's Paſtion, until 
I find »xy Soul nouriſhed with Joy, 


+ Peace and Comfort which 7 draws 


from thence.  Convey unto my- Soul 
all the ſaving Benefits of that great 
Expiation. Let me with thy precious 
Body and Blood,receive ſuch Portions 
of thy holy Spirit as may mortite my 


_ worldly AﬀeCtions and Corruptions, 


revive amy dead- Heart, comfort my 
dejected Mind, turn my Knowledge 
into. Practice, and make that Practice 
caſie and pleaſant unto me. 
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When the Miniſter _ you the Bread, 


think you hear Chriſt ſay to you in 
particular. I 
[ Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
broken for thee, this. do 12 remen- 


- 


brance of me, | 


Y Lord and my God ! didft thou 

' offer up thy ſelf for we, deſpica- 

ble, forlorn, wretched Sinner, as well 
2s for any other? and doſt thou xow 
give thy ſelf unto me, arid bid me're- 
member Thee, the Redeemer 'of my 
Soul, the Anthor, the Obje&, and 
Truth of this Sacrament? I thank- 
fully accept this Pledge of my Re- 
demption. "I humbly receive thee, 
with a troubled Heart that T can no 
better receive thee, entertain' thee, 
love thee, remember thee, ſerve thee, 
expreſs my Gratitude towards thee, 
and thatThave ſo often-offendedThee. 
Now:1 know "that thou Jovelt me, 
ſeeing thou haſt not with-held thy Son, 
thine only Son from me. By his Merits 
and Bloody Sacrifice, I hope to be re- 
ceived into the Fellowſhip of his 
|  < Sufferings 


F 


F 
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© Sufferings here, and intothe Commu- 
nion of his Glory hereafter. 
| Þ har what manner of Love is this, 
that God ſhouldu oma the Cer. 
heContempts,theScorns,theDe- 
WE the Defpite, the Dereftation 
of vite Man! ſuffer himſelf tobedealt 
with as a vile Miſcreant! that we 
het tbe exempted, not only from 
the. Torment, -but the Ignominy we 
| had merited ! That together with our 
| Life,oar Satety,our Liderty, we might 
recover. that Honour we had fortet- 
ed and imbezeled | Be made a Curie 
for us,, that we might be redeemed 
7 from. the Curſe of the Law, be freed 
from the exemplary Puniſhment due 
to our Tranſgreflion of it ! How ſtu- 
pemgbags! is that Goodneſs? what Ob-- 
igation doth it lay-upon us ?_ that he 
ſhould be aſperſed. with the -worlt 
Crimes, ciGathed with: the fouleſt 
Shame,cxccuted on aCroſsasa Curſed 
Malefadtor, for us who were-Enemies to 
him, not: commendable for any Good- 
ne(s.in us, but Traiterous Rebels 4- 
gainſt him! who deſerved-nothing; 
L 3 from: 
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from him, who afted ſo much againſt 
him ! when he ſaw ſoplainly,and felt 
fo throughly the horrible Blindnefs, 
the folly,thelnfidelity,theIngratitude, 
the Incorrigibility, the ſtrange Per- 
verſene(s, the perfidious Malice and 
Cruelty. of Mankind; all theſe ſur- 
rounding, invading,diſcharging them- 
felves upon him ; what Imagination 
can deviſe any' Expreſlion of Love, 
Kindneſs and Friendfhip like this ? 
Thathe ſhould leave the higheſt Hap- 
pineſs, lay aſide the Majeſty and Feli- 
city of God, forthe Infamies, and Do- 
lours of a Croſs: -expoſe himſelf to 


the greateſt perils, endure the foreſt *Þ 


Pains, and moſt diſgraceful Ignomi- 
nies, proſtitute his L;fs, and in moſt 
hideous manner loſe it for #s, that 
he might reſcue us from the 
Mifery, and inſtate and 'purchafe for 
us: Heaven and Glory. 
Eeing #his lively Reprefentation 
gives me fo a remembrance 
of the Love and Merit of my Redeem- 
er's Paſſion, I clofe with him as the 
only foundation of all my Hope, = 
| tac 
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© the-compleat Satisfa&tion for all my 
- Sins. O! thatI may no more depre- 
- tiate the Worth,or diſparage the Efh- 


cacy” of his Snfterings, by deſpairing 
of Mercy, or difputing of his Love. 


. How can I doubt of thy Power to ſave 


me, who haſt born the Sins of the 
whole World? or queſtion thy W:l- 
lineneſs, who of thine own accord 
calleſt all unto' thee > -or ſuſpect thy 
Simcerity who art Truth it ſelf, and 
always in earneſt with poorSinners ? 
My Guilt makes me ready to fly from 
thee, but thy melting Voice, thy 
compaſlionate Nature, the matchlel$ 
Inſtances 'of thy Love, encourage me 
to come to thee. 
{ YN WhathigherKindneſs couldGod 
expreſs? What lower Conde- 
ſcenfion could he vouchſfafe 2 By 
what Pledge could he more clearly, 
more ſurely ' teſtiffe his willing- 
neſs and delight to do us good , 
than by thas ordering his own Son, 
dear to him as himſelf, to undergo 
fuch Mileries for us? Such a Puniſh- 
went hath been inflicted on him to 
L.4 explate: 


238 At thetine of Receſuting. * 
expiate our Sins, which might con- © 
tent the moſt rigorous ſeverity. Such | 
a Price laid down to redeem us. from 
the Curſe, as is abundantly, ſafficient 
to ditcharge it. Such a Sacrifice offer- 
cd, which God hath ayowed for moſt 
available and acceptable*to him. H'bs 
is he that coudemneth (ceing 38 35 Chriſt 
that died £ 
( How low was our Fall, when - 

nothing leſs raiſed us than ſuch 

a deprefſionof God's only Son ? How 
abominable muſt Sin be, which was 
not expiated without {0 poly a Sa- 
critice? How deplorable that Milery, 
which needed ſuch. a Succour to;re+ 
lieve it 2 How deſperate, our. Cpn» 
dition, which brought down; from 
Heaven the Almighty Phyſician to 
care 1s, by ſo coſtly a Medicine as his 
own Blood? How forlorg our Eſtate, 
which extorted from the. moſt. gray 
ciqus. God, a Diſpleaſure nceging 
fach a Reconciliation? And impoſed 
on the moſt glorious Son. of God, a 
neceſtity to undergo ſuch , a Puniſh, 
ment in our behalf? Surely, bad Pur 
* Glut 


+ ” Guiltbeen ſlight, had our Caſe been: 
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tolerable, had our Recovery been 
ealte, the Divine Wiſdom would. 
© have choſe a cheaper, leſs precious 
Remedy. "The Lord of Glory would 
not have ſo emptied, and abaſed him- 
ſelf, made himſelf of no Reputation, 
endured: ſach Pains' and Ighominies, 
been'ſo dealt with for our ſakes, to 
reſcue and ranſom us from a dreadful” 
Execution: 
f Raw is the Sacrifice, the Rrighteouf- 
neſs im which Ttruſt,and by which : 
I am juſtified, and- ſaved: from the 
Curſe of thy. violated Law. As thou : 
* haſt accepted.it, O Father; for the: 
World upon the Croſs, behold it (till, 
on the behalf of Sinners; and. hear - 
his Blood: that cries urito thee for - 
Mercy, to the miſerable ;-and for his : 
fake pardon us, and accept us as thy 
reconciled Children: - 

This was _— It was L.and' 
ſach other Sinners,- that deferved to + 
bear the Puniſhment, who were guilty 
of the $5; And can'a Murtherer of 
Cbriſt,be a ſmall Offender ? ſhall lever - 
| L 5; have - 
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have a dul; alifeleſs Apprehenfionof F 
thy Love, or a favourable thought of 
'Sin more.2 O'that I may ——_ 
deteſt, arid never more commit thoſe - : 
Offences;thatdelivered my Redeemer 
to death, -that pierced my Saviour's 
Handsandfide, tae crowned his Head 
with Thorns, and filled his Soul with 
Grief: Did bring; fuch Tortures, Dif- 
graces, Intamy upon him, in lieu of 
the Confufton due unto ys. 
O Thon,whoin thine Angerreven- 
gedſt our $725 npon thy Sor, in 
thy Mercy corre& and deftroy them 
alfo in ve, And beſtow upon me ſuch 
a meaſure of thy Grace and Spirit, 
through which be offered himſelf 
withoutſpotuntothee, as may ſanCti- 
he for ever the Body and Soul which 
now T offter-up'unto thee z and help 
p12 te diſcharge the Service I promiſe 
unto thee. Letnot fo excellent a Price 
be paid in vainasto my Sout ; ſo'glo- 
- (rious. an offering want it's due Effeds 
npoen me. 6 


dained this Myſtery for a Com- 


IPO 
'$ Bleſſed Lord Jeſus, who haft or- - 
munion 
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'F munion of thy Body, for a-means of 


Advancement and Proficiency in Ho-- 


$ lineſs, and for arr infallible Pledge of 
= eternal Salvation, which thou haſt 


purchaſed by thy Sufferings, and pre-- 
parelt thy People for, by thy Grace ;; 
* make this Ordinance of a true Som, an 
_— means of the ſame, that 1t may 
efficacious to ſettle me in the Com-- 
munion of thy Sufferings, which it- 
ſheweth forth ; to feed me with that. 
living Bread which it repreſents; and 
to ſanihe me for that eternal 'Hap- 
pineſs which it promiſes and ſecures. 


Take ” Cup from the Miniſter, as 
from Chrilt, ſaying to you, 
[This is my Blood of the Ra Teſtament, 
which is ſhed for thee, for Nh Re- 
miſſion of thy Sims. ] 


| O The depth of the Riches both of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 

God! Howunſearchable is hisGood-- 
neſs, and his Love paſt finding out > 
How haſt thou ſurpaſſed all humane 
- rehenfions? What a matchlef$. 
t isthis, and'unto what unworthy- 
Suaners. 2- 
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* Man?-:come {o-near him? -and:ithus: 


recontile his provoking ' Enemy > 


Wilt he freely pardon allI havedone? 
and take me into his Family,andLoxe ? 
and feed me with the Fleſhand Blbod 
of his. Son? .Such a. guilty Soul might. 
have expected the oying An- 


gel; thatthou wouldeſt have charged: | 


upon:me all my Sin-and- Folly.; But 


while Icondemned my ſelf, Fhou haſt | 


juſtified me, and: given me the Seal of 
my Pardon, in the Blocd of thy gra-. 
cious Covenant;..and as ES} me: 
with the ſureſt Tokens an 


Love. LR 
Theunmerited,the diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs of the great'and holy 

God of Heaven and Farth, mm making 

me 2 reaſonable Creature, his Servant, 

his Son;, in. providing ſo plentifully: 
for my Body, and my Soul ; tempo-- 
ral and ſpiritual Bread to cat, and Ray- 
ment to put on ! In giving mean:Heart 

m any meaſure to. diſcharge my Duty 

unto thee, whulſt others:are-negle&-. 

| ig 


Singers? Will. God:ſteop fo low to: ' 


Pledges, ' 
the - fweeteſt Embracements of thy: ' 


FF ig thee, qrex 


*# Mankind, made at 
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their Enmity a- 
” gainſithee, Innumerable are thy Crea- 
- tures, that cannot take natice of thy: 
 Benefitsz, Yea how gona part-of 
rſt after; thine 

Image, live. and die jin-Darknefs, and, 

periſh for want of Vition ? | That can- 
not, or will not - enjoy itheſe. happy 
Opportunities? areunavoidably kept 
from them, - or: wilfully, -ſinfull y fe- 
parate and exclude themſelves? How: 


| few of thoſethat draenear to thee, 


fincerely. wait upon thee,, faithfull Y, 
ſcrve thee, are. gracioutly accepted by, 
thee 2. Wath what an unvaluablePrice 


- haſt thou redeemed a' worthlefs Sin-- 


ner, that deſerved. thy everlaſting 
Vengeance? With how precious a: 
Feaſtentertaineſt thou.we that deſerve 
to becaſt out with the workers of Igi- 
uity. into the. ever-flaming Pits in: 
at. I bavebeen-ſo careleſsof ſerving 
| Thee, ſo wilfully offended thee, ſo 
often-preferred things diſpleaſing un-- 
to thee; before thee 3. and provoked. 
thee to. call. back thy: Goodneſs and. 
Mercy from me 2: 
How 
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a Love? how 
thou deſerved, and fought it > -O, 
what fhall I fay unto thee? or do, or 


fuffer for thee? which way ſhall I. 


expreſs my Gratitude towards thee ? 
O; what an Addition an anſwerable 
Heart would be 'to thy Love, and 
Mercy, and Invitation > Make,O'make 
fuch deep and laſting Impreflions up-- 


' on my Soul of thy Care and Kindneſs, 


and Condefcention towards me, that 
I may always affe&ionatelyremember 
thee, faithfully ſerve thee; never 

offend thee, eternally enjoy thee. 
CN That F could love thee as much 
as Fſhould, as I would, as T ſhall 
love thee, when I ſhall do nothing 
elſe but praiſe thee, and ſerve thee, 
and love thee, without ever offend- 
ing thee, or doubting of thy Love 
unto me. In the mean time, O, that 
it may be the delight of my Soul to 
think of thee, thy loving/Kind- 
nels; to reverence and worfhip thee, 
to pray unto'thee; andpraiſe thee; 
to wait upor: thee in thine Ordinan- 
CES, 


[JO deariybaſtebou purchaſe LY 
my ſtrangely haſt | 


| 
| 
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E ces, at thy Table, to be ordered ani 
” guided by thee. 1.007 
4 [ Offer up unto thee, 'my Soul and 
2 Body,all I am and have,to beruled 
and diſpoſed of by thee. O that Tmay 
 befull of Zeal'to follow thee; and re- 
ice in being loved ofthee,and hum- 
ty confide in thee, and abſolately 
| _ my felf unto thee, and be filled 
with conſtant Deyotion towards thee, 
and earneſt breathings after thee. 
Father of everlaſting Compaſii- 
on, ' forſake not m this WHder- 
neſs-a feeble I-aelitezwhom thon haſt 
brought thus far out of t: and 
' Tet not #he Soul thou haſt blefled with 
fome' Defires, and helped thus far 
with fome Tendency towards eternal 
Happineſs, ' ever faint or fall from 
the right way. Let not mine Infirmi- 
ties deprive me of the benefit and com- 
fort of this Ordinance ; of the happy 
Effects: of 'my Redeemer's Paſſion , 
Pardon ___ Peace, —_— and Relief, 
Courage Strength, Support and 
Prote&ion in the whole courſe of my 
Eife, and eternal Happineſs th: that 
which 1s, to come.. Q» 
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Om” of God; and Life of thoſe "WW 
that believe; quench -not, but FF. 


cheriſh and-inflame the ſmoakingFlax; Þ 


break not, but fupport-and ſtrengthen F 
the bruiſed Reed.. Feed with thy Di | 
virte- Influences this- tender Branch, -Þ 
this' weak Member of thine,” which | 


without thee cannot. but wither, can- 
not but die, cannot but periſh-Deſpiſe 
not the {lender: beginnings of Grace 


in me, but-cearry it on-withythyPower, 
until thou-haſt made me meet for the F 


Inheritance of the Saints in Lite. 
() Blefled Spirit ofallGrace,cleanſe 
me from all my Sinsx keep, and 
ſet forward in me, (notwithſtanding 
all my Infirmities;) thine own Work, 
and carry it on unto'Perfettion. 'Seal 
up.unto:me the Covenant of Pardon, 


which is ſealed and delivered to me: 


in this Ordinance. 
[WW ourHearts(moſtgraciousGod) 


with Love and Kindneſs towards 


one another, Eet there be.no Strife 


or Differences between #s, or any Of. 


thy People, for we are Brethren. Sup- 
ply all the Neceflities of our, Souls 


—- y Rm 
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& and Bodies: provide for us, as thou 
I knoweſt beſt for us. - Let «us be till 
& fully ſatisfied, and delighted, . under 
F all thy Diſpenſations towards us 3 
F and let all be in Love and Mercy un- 
'F to.us. Mortifie all our inordinate Af- 
$ fctions and Deſires : Draw thine 
J mage more and more lively upon our 

- Souls, Let cur chiefe(t Pleaſure con- 

| fiſt in fervang and, pleaſing of. thee, 

| Let nothing diſturb, ox diſpleaſe us, 

* bat thy Diſhonour. ) noi Ih 07 
Send thy Goſpel where it. is not 

preached ; continue it, and make it 

yery (ucceſsful where it is:, Let, all ' 

| Da \CRISY 41:5 ., worthy of it, 

-F and Ft 1 be. taken. cars; of, - prey 
\ | ſerved, and defended Ny thee. 
FF Forgive unto,us, whatever thoy 
haſt.ſcen amiſs in us.: what ,.is ows, 
graciouſly pardon; what. 1s thzne own, 
gracioully accept. Bleſs This Qrdi- 
ance . thou... haſt ordained: for. thy 
Church z. accompany. zt with the In- 
. Þ fluences of that Spirit which thou 
" F haſt promiſed to pour upon all Fleſh, 
that thereby the World; thy Church, 


QUr: 


our Souls, and Bodies may 'gloritie-3 
thee, now and ever, Father, Son; 
and Holy Ghoſt. Azrer. 3 


— 


— 


A Thankſgiving, and Prayer at | 
Dome, after the Sacrament, 


J 2core, and Magnifie thee (moſt 

x graciousGod, and merciful Father) 
for what thou art in thy ſelf, and un- 
to all thy Creatures; for thy infinite 
Wiſdom, Power, and _— and 
for any diſcoveries of the {ame 1n, 
and by thy Word, and Works : that 
cit {o eo re om fo 
entifully provided for everyCreatzre; | 
eſpecially Mar. FL thy Image | 
and Glory. But how can we ſuffci- 
ently admire thy inexprefiible Con- 
deſcention and Love, in taking notice: 
of # (except to puniſh. x) in becom- 
ing ſo nigh-unto #5, when we lay.in F 
our Blood, and had made our ſelves F 
worſe than the Beaſts that periſh ?and 
doſt thou open thine Eye upon ſuch 
er 0ne2 and bringeſt me into _—_ 
: P 
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* mo with thee? Is it pſeaſing to'thee 
T&F tolook uponabominable, filthy Man? 
F or gain unto thee, to ſerve me? to 

* give thy ſelf to, and for me? to 

F purchaſe ſuch a clod of Earth and 
- Sin, with thy own Blood ? O, when 

& 1 conſider the Rock whence I was 
. hewen, and #hat on which thou haſt 
ſet me ; from whatI was fallen, and 
to what thou haſt exalted me ; where 

» T had been, and where I ſhall be; I 
am amazed at thy Love, I am con- 

; founded {at my Ingratitude! What 
ſhall I return unto thee (who hum- 
bleſt thy ſelf to behold the things 

- that are in Heaven, and Earth) for 

$ the innumerable Inſtances of thy pe- 
F* culiar Care, and ſpecial Love; for 
| chufing me out of the World, that 1 
_ not becondemned with zt ;, for 

ing a Child of Wrath, the Obje&t 

of thy Love ; for opening to me a door 

| of Mercy, whilſt I was ſhutting it a- 

F gainſt myſelf; thinking towards me 
- Thoughts of Peace, whileſt wine were 
- only evil, and enmity A. pune thee ; 
- for ſo many occaſions and opportuni- 
. nies 
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ties of praiſing thee, and: that I have ® 
notſinned. away all, into an Incapas- - 

city. of praiſing. thee z for ſtriking a 
Conjugal Covenant with me, whole 
Perſon is. Uglineſs and. Deformity, Þ 
whoſe Parentage Baſe and Deſpicable, Þ 
whoſe Portion nothing but Diſeaſes 
and Miſery ; for feeding me this day 
with thy Word and Sacrament, with | 
thy own; Fleſh and: Blood; who F 
might'ſt long ago have ſhook off the | 
hand of thy. Providence ſuch a Viper 
as I am into Fire unquenchable, and' 
made me there ſadly experience what 
it is to abuſe Grace, by - the loſs of 
Glory; for any Heart,- Endeavours, 
or Aſliſtance,_ any ſigns of thy: Ae- Þ 
ceptance, any livelineſs of Atﬀection + 
in commemorating the all-ſufticient Sa- F 
crifice of my ever-prevailing Media- 
tor, inſtead of being made a Sacrifice 
to thy Juſtice for ever. and ever: that Þ 
I have been pledging thee in a Cup F 
of Love, while others drink the Dregs 
of thy Diſpleaſure z in any meaſure 
diſcharging my Duty, whilſt others 
are Caffering the inſupportable Pun- 

ent 
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1ſhment of their Negleds : that thou 
haſt aſſured me of Forgiveneſs and all 
- other Benefits purchaſed by thy Paſ- 
F fion, while ſomany Millions are ſcal- 
* ed up under Wrath, in the Priſon of 
 F thy Fury ; Not unto me (O Lord) 
 F. not unto me, but unto thy Name be 
& the Praiſe. O'my God, to theſe and 
FF all thy Mercies, deny not #his, x 
 F thankful Heart for all thy Mercies, 
- #F and Grace to make them Incentives 
* to more chearful, and fincere Obedi- 
 F ence. Mind me always of, and enable 
' F me faithfally to perform the Vows 
| and Promiſes now upon me ; confirm 
, F and ftre n they, that they may 
- | ftandas faſtas thy everlaſting Cove- 
3 nant; Let me not falfify with thee,nor 
- # depart'fromthe&' vrdefile that place 
thou haſt choſen far thy Temple ; but 

- dedicate it wholly to thee, Let the 

; # Fruit ofthe Ordinance be found to the 
| # praiſe of thy Grace, the Support and 
\ # Encouragement, Comfort and Ad- 
' F vantageof my own Soul. Let me al- 
| $ ways remember thee, and my Duty 
* F unto thee: et nothing ſeparate me 
from 
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from the Loveof thee ; let me rather * 
die, than deny or diſhonour thee. ! 
Make me ſenſible how much my Sas- ' 
viour loved me, by his ardent deſire 
to be an offering for me, and remem- * 
bred by. me. Letme not ſpare wy. dar # 
ling Sins for thy ſake, who ſparedſt * 
not thy beloved Sor for mine. Let me 
always look upon that with Horror Þ 
and Hatred, which procured to hi» F 
ſo much. Ignominy.. and Torment. 'F 
Let not thoſe Luſts pleaſe and delight F 
my Fancy, which were Nails and 
Thorns in his Hands and Side. Seeing F 
I now prof 5 to. abide in him, enable } 
me to walk even as he walked, in Low- |. 
lineſs-and- Humility, Meekneſs: and 
Patience, Contempt. of the Wald, 
Heavenlineſs,and Zeal for thy:Glory ; 
Temperance and Moderation, Tend- 
erneſs and Compaſſion , Love and 
Charity, Innocency and Uſefulneſs, 
Obedience, Reſignation and Submil- 
ſion to thee. Meaſure not my Services 
by the exaCtneſs of my Performances, 
but Sincerity of my Deſires. Charge 
wot upon me, my Unpreparednelſs for, 
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{s, Wandrings,Unbelicf, 
| at that ſolemn Ordinance, this Day's 
- Iniquity of my holy things, but »por 
| our great hz oft, whaoffered up 
F himſelf tobear our Sins; - + 
FF And, O, that we who have now 
been celebrating his Love and Paſſior, 
may with all thy People love one ano- 
3 ther as he hath loved ws; have © 
F Stren to reſiſt, and overcome ; 
 *$ ncy to; ſuffer, and 'perſevere; 
FF may breath earneſtly after thee, be 
F pardoned 'and accepted, fupplicd, 
' owned, bleſſed by thee, keep cloſe 
$ unto thee, and reign with theeto all 
F <ternity, through our ever blefſed 
|. Redeemer, whowas delivered for our 
+ Offences, and raiſed again for our 
- Juſtification, in whoſe Holy Name 
- and Words, I further pray unto thee, 


: laying, 
| Our Father, &c, 


FINIS. 
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